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Dear friends, 

  With 20 volunteers from the Just as Precious project we went to the mountains  

last weekend for a training weekend. The main topic of the weekend was  

“giving”. In this newsletter we would like to tell you more about some of the  

things we did during our time together. 
 

Laurenţiu, Carmen and Saskia 

Team building 

The volunteers were divided in teams of 4-5 

people. They had to accomplish different 

tasks, sometimes individual, sometimes as a 

team. In the first round they had different 

“jobs” to do, like being a carpenter (hammering 

a nail in a piece of wood), a tailor (sowing a 

button), a cook (cutting an onion), etc. In the 

second round they had to work as a team, 

solving different things, like finding the 

answers to questions in a newspaper, writing 

down (in English) an idea how to change the 

world into a better place, etc. After this we 

went outside where they had to do different 

tasks with and in the snow. 

We were very happy to see how well all the 

teams worked together. The atmosphere was 

very good, everybody was participating, they 

enjoyed the variety of the things they had to 

do.... It created a good context for getting to 

know each other better and also to learn how 

to communicate and how to work together in a 

team.    

Pay it Forward 

We watched the movie Pay it Forward 

together. The story is that a 11-year-old boy 

gets the assignment at school to think about 

an idea to change the world into a better place 

and put it into action. He comes up with the 

“pay-it-forward” idea of helping 3 people in a 

significant way, who should not pay him back 

for this, but who should help 3 other people 

and so on.  

During the movie all the volunteers had to 

write down observations, comments, quotes, ... 

After that we had a good discussion about it. 

Some things the volunteers told us are: 

• changing the world depends on you, 

everybody can do it 

• giving is essential for a better world 

• you need courage and faith to change the 

world 

Food for the soul 

This time on Sunday morning was the only 

optional part of the program. Everybody got 

the text of 1 Corinthians 13 about faith, hope 

and love. There were some questions to think 

about during this meditation time. Alex, one of 

the Junior Leaders, led the time of discussion. 

We were encouraged to see how many of these 

young people were happy to discuss about the 

text and were open to express their opinion. 

For some of them it was maybe their first 

time of reading something from the Bible. It 

was nice to see that people were acceptive in 

hearing different points of view. 
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Family violence 
Cristina, the other Junior Leader, gave a 

presentation about family violence. A lot of 

the children in the homes where we do our 

volunteer activities have been exposed to this. 

The volunteers had to discuss about the 

different types of abuse: physical, 

psychological, sexual, emotional and social. 

Cristina explained about what it means and 

also about the effects of each type. She also 

showed us some statistics, which horrified us 

and made us sad. � 

Discussion about giving 

The volunteers had to think in teams about 

what they were offered by their parents, 

their teachers and D3 Generations. After that 

they had to make a list with things they had 

given to these people and things they would 

like to give. 

Pro and Con 

During this session the volunteers were 

divided in two teams, one team was pro, the 

other con. We gave them different 

statements, like: 

• it is better to give than to receive 
• as a student you don’t really have 

something to give 
• a person with disabilities can give us a lot 
Both teams had to come up with good 

arguments why they (dis)agree with the 

statement. Three volunteers had to observe 

the discussion. We believe that this exercise 

helps the young people to not think only in 

black and white, but also to learn to think 

grey. And also to learn to understand why 

people sometimes think different than them. 
 

Lottery game 

On a table we put a lot of prizes, some very 

nice (like a Snickers, a pineapple, candy) and 

other less attractive (e.g. a potato, leek, a 

paper clip). Every person had to throw a dice 

and depending on the number, they had to do 

something. Sometimes they could take a prize 

for themselves, sometimes for somebody else, 

or sometimes they had to choose. Sometimes 

they had to change one or all of their prizes 

with somebody else. When time was up, people 

remained with the products they had at that 

moment. It was quite hilarious. People laughed 

a lot. The temptation was that when they had 

to take something for themselves to choose 

something nice, but when they had to give 

something away, to choose something less 

attractive! 

Feedback 
“The organizers listen to us, support us and 
help us to become real people.” 
“I learned that it is not impossible to change 
the world!” 
“The organizers always succeed in getting the 
best out of us.” 
“I learned to appreciate what I have.” 
“I felt like being part of a big family.” 
“The Junior Leaders are great!” 
“I felt at home!” 

http://www.leadedge.org/give.html

	Untitled

	Give Online: 


