
 
Donald Mitchell, Jr., a 2006 summa cum laude Shaw graduate who majored in chemistry, Honors College 
member, Presidential Scholar, and president of the Honors Scholars Association, passed his dissertation 
defense! Donald is now officially the first student of the Honors College to complete his Ph.D.!   
Currently, he is a Graduate Recruitment & Retention Specialist at University of Rochester.   
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As a senior and the president of the Honors Scholars Association, Donald met Michael Fagin, Dean of 
Institutional Diversity, Minnesota State University, Mankato, who came to Shaw recruiting students.  He 
liked what he heard from Fagin, so he and classmate Maurice Preston went to Mankato for graduate 
school.  “My first thoughts were excitement about moving to the Midwest,” he said. Then he came to 
Mankato. “I didn’t realize it was that rural until I stepped on campus.”  Donald went to the campus, he 
said, because of Fagin’s talk about diversity and how it’s one of the university’s top strategic priorities. 
He was happy to see it wasn’t just talk. 
 
“Many institutions, they talk about diversity, but at MSU it’s not just rhetoric, it’s reality, and this 
program is an example of that,” he said. “This is not only one of the premier pre-doctoral fellowship 
programs for diversity, it’s one of the premier pre-doctoral programs.”  Donald has gotten his feet wet, 
teaching his first courses at MNSU.  He finished his Master’s degree in 2007, and is currently working on 
his dissertation. 
 
He graduated summa cum laude with his B.S. in chemistry.  Donald says, “Nothing is by chance! When I 
decided to participate in Shaw University's Honors College, I expected growth academically, 
professionally, and in my leadership capacities. By participating in the myriad opportunities associated 
with the Honors College, my expectations were met and exceeded.” 
 
 
I think it would be wonderful if we could somehow profile the accomplishments of this young 
alumnus!   If you’d like to contact Donald, or congratulate him, here is his information: 
 
Donald Mitchell, Jr., MS 
Graduate Recruitment & Retention Specialist 
GEM Representative  
The David T. Kearns Center for Leadership and Diversity in Arts, Sciences and Engineering 
University of Rochester 
donaldmitchelljr@rochester.edu 
(585) 276-3221 (Office) | (585) 281-7244 (Cell) | (585) 442-5992 (Fax) 

donaldmitchelljr@rochester.edu


 
 
 
 
 


