- that once housed office space, a resta

on Monroe Avenue in Pittsford.

:' bestos is structurally a great building,

- taking on the Mid-

the time to do it. His company was heay
M _~1nv01ved in redeveiopmg the former s
* the Genesee Hospital on Alexander Stree

~ joining Midtown effort

By THOMAS ADAMS

As the former Midtown Plaza site is pre-'
pared for redevelopment, the languishing
17-story tower on the south side of the -

* 8.5-acre parcel is piquing the interest of

premier rehabilita-
tor Laurence Glazer.

Glazer, CEQ of
Buckingham Prop-
erties LLC in Roch-
ester, is weighing
the prospects of

town Tower, a half-
century-o0ld edifice

rant and a hotel.

of redeveloping the tower,” Glazer sai

Glazer acknowledged interest in rédes:

veloping the tower in February 2009, ei
months before the Morgan-Christa partrier
ship was announced, foliowmg the ci
request for proposals.

His problem, he said then, was find

and in a multimitlion-dollar retail projec
- “The’ bulldlng, once you get'by th

told the Rochester Business Journal th
“A lot of the pieces are aiready in plac
Buckingham ranks second on the
list of property management firms wi
million square feet managed in the local mar:
ket. The portfolio includes 8.3 million
commercial space and 160,000 of residential
In addition to the Alexander Park-an
Monroe Avenue developments, other high
profile projects for Glazer have included:
$22 million Eagle’s Landing Business P:
in Henrietta, the Buckingham Commons'of-
ﬁce bulldmg overlookmg Frontler Fleld

“We are investigating the feasﬂn Ly

~ Continued on page 6. -

£

- velopment Corp. as the partner with Mor,
- Management LLC to transform the bui
© ing. Christa would have a minor role in th

- project but not as a developer, Glazer sai

: nounced in October 2009, with work: 1_1
" the tower to begin in 2010 and be comi-

- file redevelopments in recent years, expects
" to come to a decision this month.

for about three months,” he said. “But it
* a complicated process, and there are’alo

* can be redeveloped.”

thxs week. “We’re fairly far along in th
i process, We’re working diligently on j
Glazer, who has taken on several high-p

“We've actually been working on this

of pieces to it that all need to fall in place
to make sure you have a viable project that;

Buckingham would replace Chnsta D

The Morgan- -Christa partnership was ¢

. pleted by this summer. The project has
© been stalled because of funding problems.

at more than $70 million.

* bas authorized a sale to the partnership for $2;
» contingent upon the approval of funding fr
. the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
" Development. Approval has not yet come,;

The cost of the project has been pegged

The city of Rochester owns the tower: ,:It

“We are downtown people,” Glazer said.

. of his interest. “When Morgan and Christa.

- started working on this several years ago,
© truly felt they didn’t need my involvement

' even taken Midtown down yet.

- done to. the building-—so we can _get o
© hands around what needs to be done t
: 1t back together to make it work.”

1t was early in the process, and they hadn’

“Now that [ know that Midtown is down
and redevelopment has started, it makes
more feasible—and I ve seen what they’v

" The abatement of hazardous maten _

the Cascade District, the Olde Rochi
ville property on North Water Stree
St. Paul Quarter and the historic Mic q’lﬁ
Stern Building on North Clinton Avetiiie::
Glazer’s interest in the tower comes as
development of the Midtown site conti
Upgrades to the service tunnel fort
and the pedestrian tunnel are schedulsd
- completion in the spring. Modifications
rehab work for the underground park
garage and installation of streets and’
ties are expected to be finished next
A public presentation of design
streets, sidewalks and streetscapes wa
sented last week. The information sess
included plans for open spaces and plazas
“We’ve gotten a lot of feedback
people,” Carballada said. “I think; géf
ally, everybody was enthusiastic.
“But there are some comments-ab
this and that, and ‘Have you thought ab
this?’ and that kind of thing. So we’r
ing through that process now. The 16as
make the presentation was to get feedba¢
: tadams @rbj.net /- 585 546}

-




