
Living – and Marching – in the Light of God (continued) 

Ten years ago, during the course of Sister Lorraine’s travels to the Congregation’s African missions, the 
idea of installing photovoltaic systems at its most primitive outposts came to her.  The challenges of 
raising funds to purchase the equipment and locating contractors willing to set up the systems and train 
Sisters and villagers to maintain them were almost secondary to actually getting the equipment into the 
remotest heartland of Africa from the United States and Europe.  It has taken almost eight years, but six 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur missions are now outfitted with photovoltaic panels and all the 
necessary accompanying equipment to generate electricity through the power of the sun.  
Snapshots of Success 
As a result of this powerful resource, illness is less pervasive throughout the communities. Village 
women may now give birth at the mission medical clinics with the aid of sterilized equipment and 
electric lighting instead of a kerosene lantern.  It has also – literally – given the Sisters as well as the 
villagers a new lease on life by eliminating the need to haul and boil drinking water. The photovoltaic 
system powers a water filtration device that serves up potable water instantaneously, creating  healthier 
communities and freeing up time for more creative and challenging tasks. In addition, Sisters throughout 
the mission network are now able to communicate with one another as well as the outside world 
through Skype, rather than two-way radio. As an added bonus, in the missions’ sewing classes where 
both young men and women are taught a trade, treadle sewing machines and coal-fired irons have been 
replaced with electric machines and irons. 
“In essence, these people have leapfrogged over the Industrial Revolution and into the Information 
Age,” said Sister Lorraine.  “The most astonishing thing about all this change is that movies, email, books 
and information are at the students’ and Sisters’ fingertips through the click of a mouse. This was 
unimaginable just a few short years ago. They can now tap into educational resources and participate in 
the larger world!” 
Success Times Four 
Multiply the successes of Lemfu by four and you’ll find a corresponding number of missions in Congo run 
by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur enjoying similar results. You’ll find the same successes in 
Nigeria, where the Sisters have installed photovoltaic systems in two missions and have hopes to install 
others at several more missions in the coming years.  
According to Sister Lorraine, the people living within these communities – including members of other 
religious orders who administer their own missions and schools in Congo and Nigeria – are grateful 
beyond words for the wonders of electricity and what it means for the community’s brighter future. 
During Sister Lorraine’s recent visit to Lemfu, the local priest celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving to mark 
the arrival of the Internet to the village.  
“That was as gratifying as being welcomed with song by Lemfu’s school children,” said Sister Lorraine. 
“I accepted the celebrations and thanks on behalf of all those who have worked so hard to get the 
photovoltaic systems up and running. I am really only one among many.”  
Ensuring the Future 
Despite the celebrations, the Sisters’ work in Africa is far from over. One of the biggest challenges is to 
secure continued funding and train Sisters at the missions already outfitted with photovoltaic systems to 
maintain and operate the sophisticated equipment.  
“We have accomplished so much,” said Sister Lorraine. “There’s no reason we can’t keep moving 
forward. The future of the people we serve depends on it.” 
 

 


