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JCHS Celebrates Commencement and Awards Ceremonies 
A capacity crowd heard moving speeches from graduates about the value of their JCHS 
experience during this year's commencement exercises on June 5. On May 31, more than 100 
students who excelled in academics, leadership and service were honored at the annual JCHS 
Golden Gratz Awards. Daniel Kutner, Consul General of Israel, presented the awards for 
excellence in Hebrew language study. 

New JCHS Western Branch Director 
Michael Schatz, currently Director of JCHS Online, will also become Director of the JCHS 
Western Branch as it begins to utilize the classrooms, technology and environment of Jack M. 
Barrack Hebrew Academy in Bryn Mawr for the fall semester.   

New JCHS Israel Studies Certificate 
New for fall at JCHS will be a certificate program in Israel Studies to include courses in history, 
politics, language and advocacy.    

Justice, Justice You Shall Pursue   

What was so inspirational about the delegation experience, Tamara explained, was listening to 
community leaders speak about the difference that Tostan, and by extension AJWS, one of 
their long standing supporters, has made, 
particularly in terms of increasing community 
access to education and healthcare. “I was deeply 
moved hearing about how norms and practices 
have been changing in response to innovative 
approaches to teaching about basic human rights,” 
Tamara said. “I was also given hope by how fully 
we, as a group of identified Jews, were welcomed 

in this country which is 95% Muslim.” 

Participants in the AJWS delegation generally 
spent the morning hours doing hands-on work -- 
planting a school garden and helping to turn a 
make-shift tin covered shelter into a permanent 
classroom for a growing local school. Most 
afternoons were spent exploring the responsibility 
to help others as delineated in traditional Jewish texts. For more information on AJWS see 
www.ajws.org     
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