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From Bible Camp to Rabbinical School for Gratz Alumna Marley Weiner 
 
Marley Weiner is the product of an interfaith marriage: her mother was raised 

Presbyterian, and her father is Jewish.  Although Weiner was exposed to Jewish 

culture as a child—including Jewish food cooked by her Presbyterian mother—nothing 

about her early upbringing hinted at a future in the rabbinate.  In fact, she learned 

Old Testament Bible stories from her Christian grandparents, occasionally attended 

church with them—a tradition that she continues on Christmas Eve out of love and 

respect for them—and even spent a summer at Bible camp. 

Given this background, what led Weiner on her ultimate path to Judaism?  She did.  As 

a precocious 11-year-old, Weiner decided that it was time to delve deeper into her 

other religion.  At their daughter’s urging, her parents joined a synagogue and 

enrolled her in bat mitzvah training, where she embarked on the trajectory that led 

her to where she is today.  Before even graduating from high school, Weiner realized 

that her goal was to continue on this path and to ultimately become a rabbi.  Along 

the way, she has since earned undergraduate degrees from Barnard College and The 

Jewish Theological Seminary and has coordinated programs for interfaith families at 

the Jewish Outreach Institute. 

When asked to explain her transformation from a child with two religions to a young 

adult committed to Judaism, Weiner says, “I had a kind of circuitous and 

serendipitous route to Judaism.  A lot of what happened to me came down to having 

fabulous teachers at pivotal points in my education.”  Such teachers inspired her 

along her journey to Judaism—from bat mitzvah lessons through her graduation from 

Gratz Jewish Community High School. 

By the time Weiner arrived at JCHS, she had already been toying with the notion of 

becoming a rabbi.  She enrolled in Gratz’s I.M. Wise Reform Teaching Certificate 

Program, a program that she describes as “eminently practical” because of its 

student-teaching component.  For Weiner, the program offered the added benefit of 



confirming her career choice.  “For someone who wanted to go into the Jewish 

professional world, I think it was great preparation and gave a really good first taste,” 

she explains. 

Crediting teachers for steering her on her current path, Weiner hopes that as a new 

teacher herself at JCHS, she will be able to inspire her own students.  “I’m really 

excited to come back to Gratz,” she says.  “I had this great experience as a teenager.  

Now I have the opportunity to share with teenagers what I’ve become passionate 

about, to spark them on.  If at least one of the kids grows his or her attachment to 

Judaism as a result of one of my classes, that would be amazing.”   And as a future 

rabbi, Weiner will be sharing this passion with others for years to come. 

 


