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METRICS The Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens wanted to construct a new
i educational center adjacent to their existing visitor's center to house both
administrative office space as well as flexible and adaptable classroom
space that could also be used for various events and gatherings. The
Ve OPE building needed to establish a strong connection to the outdoors and the
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guidelines from the beginning of the project, requiring the building to have
minimal energy loads and be both LEED Platinum certified and net-zero.

Many high-performance building strategies were incorporated info the
design in order to achieve the net-zero goal. The building's super-insulated
envelope features R-20 below ground insulation, R-40 above ground walls,
an R-60 roof and R-6.25 windows. A panelized wall system constructed
off-site reduced waste and minimized site disturbance. On site, 0% of
construction waste was recycled. Locally harvested, FSC certified wood
was used extensively. The building is sited to take advantage of ample
southern light. Additional features include rainwater collection,
high-efficiency fixtures and operable windows for natural cooling and
ventilation. In addition to these features, the building tfeaches visitors the
importance of resource and energy conservation through the use of
signage and real-ime energy metering.
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