
WILLIAM F BEYER AWARD 
The William F. Beyer Award (named after one of the first SEMTA presidents) is given 
to an individual who has contributed Immeasurably and unselfishly to  
tennis.  
 

2012 Beyer Award Recipient: 
HELEN PETERS 
 

Helen Peters’ involvement with our District  began in the summer of 
2000, when she volunteered to assist at our USTA League Champi-
onships in Ann Arbor.  She worked tirelessly the entire weekend.  
We knew we had a “keeper”.  Helen’s involvement with the  
Southeast Michigan District expanded quickly.  In 2002, she  
became a member of our District League Committee as well as a 
Delegate on our Board.  In 2008, Helen became Vice President of 
the District and then in 2010, was elected to District President. It 
had been 12 years since the office of the President was held by a  
non-tennis industry professional.   
   
The Ann Arbor Area Community Tennis Association is close to 

Helen’s heart, where she has been a board member for more than 
10 years, serving as secretary and currently as treasurer.  As one of 

the primary coordinators of AAACTA's middle school program for last 
10 years, Helen is delighted that more than 175 sixth graders at six 

public middle schools in Ann Arbor are introduced to the great sport of 
tennis annually. 

 
In 2001, Helen retired from the Alumni Association of the University of Michigan where she was  
Associate Executive Director. Since then, she has volunteered on a weekly basis in either a first 
grade or kindergarten classroom in the Ann Arbor public schools. She also volunteers for the U of M 
men's & women's varsity tennis teams. 
 
Traveling the globe is a passion.  Her most interesting trips  
were to the North Pole, trekking in Tasmania, hiking  
the Inca Trail, and climbing Kilimanjaro.  She enjoys  
camping and other outdoor recreation -- even  
winter camping!  Reading and going to the movies  
are also tops on her list.  And then there’s tennis -  
Helen has been an avid player and captain on  
many USTA League teams and looks forward to  
playing for many more years. 
 
Helen remains a member of our District League  
Committee and always finds time to help at  
League Championships as well as Metro  
Detroit Youth Day on Belle Isle. 
 
We salute Helen not only for her strong  
leadership and steadfast support of our District,  
but also for her contributions to the tennis in  
the community.      
 
Award was presented by Mike Graff,  
Past SEMTA President. 


