
BWA affiliates and statistics 

 
Every year the Baptist World Alliance (BWA) solicits statistics from its member bodies in order 
to help put its membership into perspective. Each member body is asked to report the current 
number of churches in its convention or union as well as the total number of church members. 
Churches are defined as organized congregations and church member classification is limited to 
those who are baptized believers. 
 
These statistics are reported annually in BWA Yearbooks as well as on the BWA website. 
Currently, there are 221 member bodies in 120 countries affiliated together within the BWA. 
These numbers do not include the number of children and adults who attend churches but as 
yet are not baptized. Therefore, the BWA church family in its total community is much larger 
than just the 41 million baptized church members. Indeed, it is estimated that the total Baptist 
world family is 110 million.  
 
The BWA family comprises 176,886 churches with 41,627,469 church members. 
 

 Churches % Churches Members % Members 

Africa 35,379 20.00% 9,353,160 22.47% 

Asia  30,944 17.49% 5,291,084 12.71% 

The Caribbean   2,009 1.14% 246,512 0.59% 

Central America  2,522 1.43% 268,988 0.65% 

Europe  13,075 7.39% 868,804 2.09% 

Middle East  94 0.05% 6,045 0.01% 

North America  80,578 45.55% 23,617,535 56.74% 

South America  12,285 6.95% 1,975,341 4.75% 

     

Totals 176,886 100.00% 41,627,469 100.00% 

 
In recent years, the BWA has worked to correct anomalies in reporting to present as accurate a 
picture as possible of the worldwide BWA family.  Every congregational member, church, and 
convention/union affiliated together through the BWA form a vital part of the global Baptist 
family.  
 
With its strong commitment to the ministry of evangelism, the BWA encourages growth in 
membership among the groups associated within its global network. Furthermore, BWA 
anticipates increase in the number of Baptist groups affiliated in the movement.  
 
Baptist organizations wishing to become affiliated with the BWA should email 
membership@bwanet.org to receive further information on the membership process.  
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