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Timeless Ideas From 
METR Commissions 

Baptist Heritage & Identity 
Suggests that you consider planning a seminar on the challenges posed to 
traditional Baptist principles and doctrines by the contemporary situation 
in your local church or association. 

 
 As the 400th anniversary of the King James Version is observed by 

English-world readers, Baptists in the English-speaking world could 
consider the impact of the KJV on faith formation in your local Baptist 
family.  

 
 Those whose native language is not English may wish to consider holding 

a worship service of thanksgiving for those who have given and are 
giving themselves to the painstaking task of rendering the Bible in your 
language other languages around the world. 

 
 

 
 

Baptist Worship & Spirituality 
One presenter asserted that preaching is at the center of Baptist life as the pulpit 
stands in the middle of the platform. He urged Baptist preachers to keep aflame the 
awareness of his/her uniqueness as a human being called of God and his/her task to 
boldly, creatively and faithfully proclaim the Word of God.  

 If you are a preacher, why not think about using a Lectionary or a 
Preaching Plan that encompasses the entire Bible? You will find it to be 
a great homiletical tool for biblical edification and instruction of your 
church 

The liturgical participation of children in small churches was highlighted by another 
presenter, who affirmed “By being enabled to participate fully in the worship 
service, children have the opportunity to share some of their gifts; they are 
encouraged to engage in worship; and they learn patterns of the faithful.”  

 For your further reflection: in which ways do children actively and 
meaningfully participate in the worship experience in my church? 

 
 
 
 

Christian Ethics 
Baptists should guard themselves from taking for granted the role of the Holy Spirit in 
personal ethics.  How important is it to remember the role of the Holy Spirit in 
sanctification and fruit-bearing in our daily lives!   
 

 Why not lead your local church or convention to schedule studies on the 
person and ministry of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s impact on our 
personal and public lives? 
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Evangelism 
Church Planting has been a major, though by no means the only emphasis in the way 
Baptists carry out the mandate for Evangelism.   
Your local efforts in a church planting program can be greatly enhanced if you take into 
account the four-component strategy offered by one presenter: 
 

 Challenge church leaders to set goals for church planting and to actually put their hands 
to the wheel. 

 Give attention to provisions for the new church, which includes  arrangements for a 
church  building, provision of  Bibles, hymnals, and instruments for worship as warranted 
by local culture 

 Introduce  social ministries in the church’s program 
 Plan for Discipleship training and leadership development 

 
If you are planning to plant a church in a rural community or village, secure the cooperation of the 
village leadership since mutual understanding can greatly facilitate your plans to serve local 
residents. 

 Why not consider developing partnerships to enhance your mission and evangelism 
outreach? Partnerships can be built between churches, unions, conventions, mission 
agencies and individuals.  

 
Cross-cultural missions were also presented to the commission. One presenter identified some 
weaknesses in the program of his convention and asserted that theological education should deal 
with such weaknesses in the preparation of future ministers and missionaries. 

 Take a hard look at your convention’s cross-cultural mission’s efforts; identify possible 
weaknesses, and device a plan to help your convention effectively develop a solid cross-
cultural missions program. 

 

 
 

Ministry & Theological Education/Leadership Formation 
Theological Education is based on our conviction that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of mission who sends 
the church into the world. Theological Education and Leadership Formation offer opportunity to equip 
God’s people for their ministry as Christians. It should move beyond mere intellectual empowerment 
to focus on “building men and women in the Wisdom of God”, as one presenter puts it. 
 
The process of mentoring God’s Call to Ministry involves three aspects:  individual mentors; the role of 
local congregations to discern and mentor those who are called; and the role of the convention or 
union to assist in the discernment and mentoring process.  
 

 Why not consider the extent to which you design your curricula to ensure that theological education 
responds to specific, local issues and the needs of your churches, without compromising intellectual 
rigor? 

 
 Design a mentoring plan that is suitable to your church so that she will effectively assist those in her 

membership who feel the Spirit’s call to Ministry. 
 

 Consider reflecting upon the ways your theological institutions can and should assist students with 
the understanding and discernment of God’s call.  

 
 Also, give attention to lay training programs that can be useful to rural churches whose pastoral 

leadership may not have immediate access to learning opportunities available in major urban 
centers. 
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