
Volunteer Spotlight: Joanne Shin 
A Jill's House volunteer whose blessings overflow. 
 

 

Joanne in front of the new Jill's House Garden Path. 

 
JH: Tell us a little bit about yourself, Joanne. 
 
Joanne: I am a rising 12th grader at Thomas Wooten High School. I would be a rising sophomore in 
college, but I had an aneurysm rupture and subsequent strokes in the fall of 2006, so I am a little bit 
behind. I was hospitalized for six months, but I survived and could talk and smile again. I am creative and 
like to think I have a "cup-is-half-full" personality, and I especially love and enjoy helping people. I have 
been painting since 2008, and I love to sing songs, especially Christian songs. I also write poems and my 
"Value of Self" poem won the Maryland PTA Reflection Award in 2013. I also love swimming and skiing, 
where my assistants help me steer bi-ski. 
 
JH: What do you do when you volunteer at Jill's House? 

 

Joanne: I help out in the chapel. I am responsible for giving every adult, caregiver and 
helper a blessing. I LOVE giving my blessings to the caregivers and other volunteers. 
 
JH: What do you like best about volunteering at Jill's House? 
 
Joanne: I love EVERYTHING! What I especially love is that Jill's House has a friendly 
environment and everyone that works there is always kind and full of compassion. 
When I volunteer, I am overflowing with joy and see God's grace through the kids and 
other volunteers. I can't stop smiling. Happiness and joy seeps through me. It makes 
my day after giving my blessings to all of the adults there. 
 

 
JH: Is there anything else you would like to share?  
 
Joanne: Jill's House is definitely a friendly place and has a caring environment for people with disabilities, 
especially for people who need wheelchairs, like me.  
 
For more information on volunteer opportunities, at Jill's House, visit jillshouse.org/volunteer, email 
sara.potter@jillshouse.org or call 703.639.5671. 

 

Joanne's oil 
painting, "Winter". 
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