
Family Goes from Surviving to Thriving 
Spotlight: The Larson Family 
   
"Jill's House is going to keep us afloat. It is going to help take my family from surviving to thriving," said 
Cindy Larson, the mother of Jill's House guest Bridger, six years old. Born with a rare genetic disorder 
called congenital disorder glycosylation type 1a, Bridger is one of only 200 people in the United States 
with this condition, and he requires constant care. Bridger has seizure disorders, vision impairment, is fed 
through a tube, and has delayed speech and physical development. 
  

Bridger had his first visit to Jill's House in late March. He was somewhat familiar with 
Jill's House since he attended an intake session earlier. "He rolled right in on his 
wheelchair," Cindy said, "and started pounding on the door to one of the sleeping 
areas, yelling 'Let me in!' He has never spent the night away from me, so I was 
concerned about the separation. But he wanted nothing to do with me, he was ready 
to play!" 
  
"At the end of his first weekend, on the way home, he started sobbing as we pulled 
away from Jill's House, crying, 'More Jill's House!' Now that I know what a wonderful 
time he had there, I will have zero guilt about future visits."   
  
"For us, parenting is simply exhausting. Jill's House has shown 
me that our typical children are tired and need respite, too. As a 
mom, I'll take the burden. But I don't want my other children to 

feel the strain and exhaustion of raising a child with special needs. I want them to 
see and experience only the joy Bridger brings us. But sometimes it's hard." 
  
"During Bridger's first weekend at Jill's House, we all packed up and went to a local 
cabin getaway. We just sat outside, and breathed. My husband and I held hands. 
You could see the weight lifted from our other children for a couple of days. They 
climbed rocks, ran through the woods -- all of the things they can't do with Bridger. 
Our lives are over-scheduled, and when Bridger is around there is no opportunity for 
quiet time. Jill's House allowed us to give Bridger a break but provided a wonderful 
break for our other children, too. I also slept through the night for the first time in six 
years!" 
  
"Now we all look forward to future Jill's House visits, and can make special plans. My 
husband I will be celebrating our fifteenth wedding anniversary in June. Bridger is 
scheduled for a weekend stay at Jill's House, so Allen and I will be going away, just 
the two of us, for the first time ever." 
  

 

 

Bridger cried "More 
Jill's House!" after his 
first visit last month. 

 

The Larsons do their 
best to include 
Bridger in as many 
family outings as 
possible. 


