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"I sometimes get pressure from people to institutionalize my son," said Michael Garvey about his teenage 
son, Christopher, who has cerebral palsy. "I know they see my struggles and want what's best for me, but 
putting my son in a home is not an option. Thank God for Jill's House, McLean Bible Church and my 
friends. They have all been a tremendous support to me. The way they love and care for Christopher at 
Jill's House justifies my decision to keep him with me. I don't get that anywhere else. I am his father, and I 
need to take care of my son." 

Michael is now a single dad, but that wasn't always the case. He and his 
wife divorced when Christopher was just four years old. "For a time we 
had joint custody of Christopher and my daughter, Katie, who is now 22," 
explained Michael. "But in time my ex-wife remarried, had a new baby, 
and moved to South Carolina, and, in 2010, I was given full custody of 
Christopher. Having Christopher full-time was a major change, but a good 
change. Christopher can't talk, can't walk, and has a hearing loss. He can, 
however, crawl, laugh and communicate in his own way. Even though it's 
extremely hard to care for him, it's very fulfilling." 

"The biggest unknown for me is the future. I want 
to make sure I can always lift Christopher, so I do 
my best to stay physically strong. My daughter, 
Katie, helps put my mind at ease about what will 
happen as I get older. She recently assured me 
that if the day comes when I can't handle 
Christopher any more, she will step in and take care of him. She is so committed 
to her brother. In fact, anyone she has ever dated was told about Christopher 
right away. If they aren't OK with Christopher, she's not OK with them. We lean 
on each other a lot." 

A month after Michael was awarded full custody of Christopher, Jill's House 
opened. "I like to think I was a 'founding father' of Jill's House," said Michael. 
"Christopher visits Jill's House during the school year on Wednesday nights and 
he is very happy there. He loves the sensory room, crawling around and 
swimming, where he experiences physical freedom. I think what he loves most, 

though, is the attention he gets. He even had his birthday party at Jill's House this year. When he comes 
home, he's tired, but I can tell he had a great time." 

"When I'm down and depressed, thinking about the fact that it's just me taking care of Chris, I start to feel 
better when I remember how much Jill's House loves my son, and how they truly care about him, too. And 
there are little, positive experiences that also help get me through. For example, Christopher hasn't said 
"Dada" since he was very young. But lately, in the middle of the night when he needs something, he is 
starting to say "Daaaaaaaa". I am also trying to teach him to hold a cup and fist bump, and I am going to 
buy a flotation device for him so I can take it easier on my arms in our neighborhood pool, the way they 
do at Jill's House." 

  

 

 

Michael lifted Christopher out of 
his wheelchair at the Jill's House 
Joy Prom so his son could know 
what it's like to dance. 

 

Katie, Christopher and 
Michael share a family 
bond stronger than many 
typical families. 


