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I don’t know about you, but when I walk into a worship service I can always tell when the music 
minister/director/leader has put time and effort into planning. One, we feel personally connected 
– in awe at God’s forgiveness and excited about what He will do in our life. Two, we feel 
connected as a community. When a church worships together, we’ve entered revelation of 
Christ together.  
 
So what kind of planning is involved? 
 
Be Together… 
The power is in “together.” Worship planners should be in the Word and in prayer on a regular 
basis. God speaks a specific truth to His leaders so that His message can be proclaimed with 
power. Secondly, they should be in line with the pastor. The two should work together to form a 
specific theme for their congregation. 
 
Theme… 
It is reasonable to begin with the readings for the day to form a theme. (Note that a theme isn’t a 
topic, such as “grace” or even “God as King,” but rather an idea. An example might be, “God is 
King because He protects us and promises His eternal Kingdom”). 
 
Music… 
As you begin to form your library, it is extremely helpful to file congregational and special music 
topically. The proper resources for the theme will be readily available (no wading through piles). 
This is also a time to consider new music that could move the congregation to new places, 
including pieces that others have suggested. In addition, plan set lists for smooth transitions. 
Rustling papers and rough key changes should not be a distraction. 
 
Order of Service… 
Remember: The worship service has historically been designed to take the worshiper on a 
spiritual journey. As you think about the placement of events, such as the confession of faith 
and sins, prayers, and music, consider the spiritual place of the worshiper. Think about our 
mood when we first arrive. Will we be ready for a time of confession right away? I’ve discovered 
that it’s helpful to have the confession of faith towards the beginning of the service, and the 
confession of sins after the message. What flows smoothly after the confession and absolution? 
Perhaps special music will convey the message in a new way. Note that each element of the 
service should flow smoothly into the next. Don’t be afraid to be creative! 
 
Above all, cover the service in prayer. No matter how spontaneous or planned the service is, 
God is worshiped in humility. 
 
Amy Kopecky is a graduate of Concordia University, Seward, NE, with extensive training 
and experience in music. You may contact Amy with questions at: 
amy.kopecky@cune.org. 
 


