
The Joy of Finding People!

 
Luke 15:7, “I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” 
 
Luke 15:10, “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” 
 
Luke 15:32, “But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found.” 

 
eaven is a place where more parties take place than all the parties that have ever been 
conducted in our community in all its history. There are more celebrations, more 
songfests, more rejoicing, more great times in heaven than any other place in God’s 

creation. The Bible says that all of heaven is involved in these celebrations. It happens every 
time one lost sinner is found and brought into God’s Kingdom. 
 
Have you ever lost a child in a shopping mall? You search and search throughout the mall. And 
finally you spot your lost child hand in hand with a great big security guard. At that moment 
there is a sigh of relief and your heart is filled with thanksgiving and much rejoicing. And even 
though that child was lost for only 20 minutes, there is great joy over the fact that the child has 
now been found. The Bible says that there is greater joy in heaven over one person who is 
found, a person who has been lost all his life,  but is now back home in God’s Kingdom where 
he belongs. 
 
Not that long ago all of you caused a party to take place in heaven. You were wandering away 
from God, doing your own thing. You were your own god. Yet, while you were sinning, while you 
were going down your own predetermined way, God caught up with you, tapped you on the 

shoulder and said, “Move over, I want to take control of your life right now.” 
 
God moved into your heart. He didn’t force Himself. He didn’t plunge in like a bull in a china 
shop. God softened up your heart, prepared it by forgiving you your sin, and then He took His 
rightful place when you believed in Jesus.  Whenever that was, wherever that was, a celebration 
took place. And heaven had a party. 
 
It is sad to be lost. It is especially sad to be lost eternally. That is why the Lord Jesus is very 

happy when we are found. That is why He says in Luke 15:7, “I tell you that in the same way 

there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.”  

 

Jesus then expands on this in Luke 15:10, “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” The return of just one lost 
person back into God’s fold is so great that all the angels in heaven join in praising God and 
throwing a party We are not told that heaven rejoices over a win by the Denver Broncos or by 
the defeat of the Democratic or the Republican presidential candidates, but the very angels in 
heaven rejoice every time a sinner repents and comes to saving faith.  
 
In the story of the prodigal son the father told the oldest brother whose brother had come back 
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and who wasn’t very happy about it the following in Luke 15:32, “But we had to celebrate and 

be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.” And so the father threw a party. 
 
Who doesn’t like to have a party. Unfortunately, some people have the wrong kind of parties for 
the wrong kind of reasons. I know of some people who just live for parties on weekends. All 
week long they are thinking of a party they can arrange for the weekend. They need some kicks 
and have to let their hair down. There has to be enough booze. After a few drinks it will be a lot 
of fun. Supposedly the party was fun, but those kinds of parties never last very long, and then 
you have to go all the week long looking forward to the next party on the weekend.  
 
I thank God that I don’t need those kinds of parties in my life. Today I’m having a party, and it 
doesn’t involve booze. It doesn’t involve games or anything else, but it involves finding people 
for Jesus.  
 
Let’s go a bit deeper here. Actually the search for people is initiated by God. He starts it out. 
God searched all the way to the cross. He killed His Son so that the search would be 
successful. He punished His Son so that the search would be successful. He forsook His Son 
so that the search would be successful. He allowed His Son to carry the load of the sin and guilt 
of all mankind. He let His Son be killed.  
 
Yet, there was a smile on the face of God when He did all that. He was smiling because He 
knew that when it was all over He had the only tool which could find lost people. That was Jesus 
Christ. All of heaven rejoices because of Jesus. Jesus finds people and confronts them at His 
cross, the place all sins are paid for. 
 
Now you have an idea of the value that God places on us. We are very important to God. When 
we see the value that He’s placed on us, we observe that He’s placed the same value on every 
human being. People are not run off a human assembly line with a rubber stamp and you have 
to be No. 2, or 463, or 782. You are the only one who has been created like you by God. Now I 

know that some people would say, “Well, I’m glad there’s only one of me.” God says it in a 

similar fashion, yet He says, “I’m glad there’s no one like you!” You are one of a kind. You 
are valuable to God — and so is every human being on the face of the earth. 
 
Are you involved in the joy of searching for people? Are you like the disciple Andrew who ran to 

his brother and said, “Come on. I’ve found Him, the Messiah!” Why does this search that we 
conduct for lost people make us so joyful? Because we are searching for something that is lost.  
 

Luke 15 says that a sheep was lost, but when the shepherd found the sheep, he called his 
friends and neighbors together, and they rejoiced with him.  

Luke 15 says that a coin was lost, and a woman searched thoroughly for it, and when she 
found it she got the neighborhood together, and they rejoiced over that one coin being found. 

Luke 15 says that a son was lost, and when he was found the father treated him as royalty and 
threw a giant party for him. The lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son were all found. 
 
Listen! All people born in this world are by nature lost. Lost people are missed by their God. 
Often tears are shed for them. Parents become old before their time because of lost children. 
Wives cry themselves to sleep at night because of their lost husbands. Children have to live with 
incomplete lives often filled with frustration and resentment because their parents are lost.  



Some teenagers have to rebel and fight back at any kind of authority because there were 
brought up in a lost home. 
 
I suppose that the saddest part concerning lost people is the fact that they don’t know they are 

lost and they don’t want to be found. One man said, “If anyone ought to make it to heaven I 

should. After all, I never really hurt anyone, and I live a decent life.” Someone tried to tell 
him that he was lost, but he would not accept it. A lost person is incomplete. He doesn’t have a 
plan for his life. He lives with a continual longing for something better, something more peaceful, 
something more worthwhile. A lost person is living without the joy of knowing that his sins are 
forgiven and that he has eternal life in God’s heaven. 
 
Those fears are real to a lost person, and they never go away. They are often suppressed. They 
always resurface. He doesn’t know the joy of placing his sins on the shoulders of his Savior. He 
doesn’t have the promise that everything will work out for his good. He doesn’t know how to get 
rid of his guilt. He doesn’t know how to trust God and rely on Him for all things. All that escapes 
the life of one who is lost. 
 
Can you see why it is worth every effort on our part to find these people? Someone wrote: “If 
for a world a soul were lost, who could the loss supply? More than a thousand worlds it 
cost a single soul to buy.” We Christians are spending millions of dollars to send missionaries 
overseas. That’s a lot of money. Is it worth it? If just one person is found, it’s worth all our 
money and our efforts. Because when that person is found, he is brought back to life. They 
receive personal forgiveness for all their sins. They receive the gift of eternal life. They receive 
the promise from the Lord that He is walking with them daily through all their valleys, even the 
valley of death.  
 
So I’m issuing you an invitation to find lost people and bring them to Jesus. I’m asking you to 
come to the cross with me where Jesus develops lives that once were lost and makes them 
joyful lives. I can’t make you an instrument of God to reach for the lost, but Jesus can. He’s 
promised it.  
 
You and I are keys to reaching the lost for Jesus. You and I can be instruments of God to 
witness and invite people to come with us to Calvary. It has been my privilege to be an 
instrument of the Holy Spirit to bring many people to faith, usually in their homes on a one-by-
one basis. I love it. 
 
Let me share two personal incidents. The first is an example of a DIRECT CAUSE AND 
EFFECT: I was a student at Concordia Seminary. I had been witnessing to a filling station 
attendant for some time. He came to saving faith in Jesus. I had to leave my car at the station 
for repairs, but I walked on air all the way back to the Seminary. That was the first person whom 
the Holy Spirit brought to faith through me. I was humbled. I was happy for him. It still gives me 
joy. But heaven threw a party that day and what a party it must have been.  
 
Here is an example of INDIRECT CAUSE AND EFFECT: A woman named Susan called me on 
a Thursday night. She was a Lutheran. She fell away from Jesus and the church; however, on 
the Sunday night before the call, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Schaumburg, IL, at the Bible 
study course, I Have Good News for You, Lesson 3, she came back to Jesus. Her joy was 
great. It brought me great joy, but in heaven they threw another party. There must be a lot of 
parties there. I hope you are causing some of them. 
  
Imagine, on the basis of our text this morning, the celebration that will be thrown in heaven 



when someone you speak to and who you invite to meet Jesus actually meets Him. Imagine 
that it would only be one person. Imagine that you would be instrumental this month or this year 
in bringing just one person to Jesus directly or indirectly. I have a question for you: How do you 
think you will feel when you realize that God used you to bring a lost soul back to Him? How do 
you think you’ll feel when you get to heaven and see that person? It will be an eternal joy and 
satisfaction and you’ll praise the Lord for it. 
 
My dear friend, try to find someone this week that you can pray for. Tell them about your Jesus 
in your own words. Encourage them to believe in Christ as their Savior. If you can, lead them in 
a simple prayer to the Lord, and then invite and offer to bring them along to worship the Savior 
with you on Sunday. The joy will be yours, and all of heaven will have a celebration. Let’s pray. 
 
Dear Lord, we thank You for telling us the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the 
prodigal son. We pray earnestly for all those in our community this morning who are 
represented in these parables. Please empower and encourage us to reach out to them by 
sharing our faith and by inviting them to worship with us. We ask your blessing on our next adult 
membership class that starts in four weeks. We pray that through our invitations to others that 
many people will come to You. May each of us be Your instruments to bring people to You. May 
Your name be honored. And may heaven rejoice over the return of many people to Your 
Kingdom. Thank You, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

 

Consider placing I HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR YOU flyers in your worship bulletins for the 

next four consecutive Sundays. The results will surprise you. May God be praised! 


