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INTRODUCTION 

Interdependence 2012 Global Conference & Exposition 

As part of the 25th Anniversary of Rick Hansen’s legendary Man In Motion World Tour, the Rick Hansen 

Institute (RHF) and the Rick Hansen Foundation (RHF) are co-hosting a global conference and exposition 

to inspire collaboration in the pursuit of a world without paralysis after spinal cord injury (SCI).  Through 

its unique design, Interdependence 2012 promises to engage thought-leaders and influencers from 

across the continuum of SCI research and care towards developing innovative solutions to the 

challenges faced by individuals with SCI. The conference will be held at the Vancouver Convention 

Centre from May 15th to 18th, 2012. The program, including session topics and confirmed speakers, can 

be found online at www.interdependence2012.com. 

 

RHI Emerging Company Showcase at Interdependence 2012 

In order to complement the conference program at Interdependence 2012, the Rick Hansen Institute is 

providing emerging companies, seeking financing for an innovation related to accelerating progress to a 

cure for paralysis after SCI or innovations that will improve the lives of those living with SCI, the 

opportunity to pitch their company and innovation to the delegation at Interdependence 2012. 

Presenting companies will have the opportunity to present directly to various experts and key opinion 

leaders from across the continuum of SCI research and care, and representatives of the investment 

community.  

 

Five companies will be selected by an external panel to give a five minute presentation by a selection 

committee comprised of investors with experience in the life sciences and healthcare sectors. The exact 

timing of the presentations with respect to the Interdependence 2012 program schedule will be 

determined at a later date. Please note that there will be no Q&A following the presentations. 

 

The RHI Emerging Company Showcase at Interdependence 2012 will serve as the launch of the RHI SCI 

Global Investment Forum. 

 

Application Criteria 

Applicants to the Emerging Company Showcase at the Interdependence 2012 Conference & Exposition 

must meet the following criteria: 

• Privately held and has not been incorporated for more than five years, with the possible 

exception of businesses that are substantially changing their business model or business 

direction. 
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• All persons are of the legal age of majority in B.C. or if not are represented or 

accompanied as appropriate by someone of the legal age of majority in B.C. 

• While a person can participate on one or more teams or submissions, they are not the 

lead for more than one team or submission. 

• The Participant has raised less than $500,000 of equity financing from “outside 

investors” (i.e. investors other than friends, family and company founders) for the 

submission as of the date of entry in the Showcase, unless otherwise approved by 

Interdependence 2012 organizers. 

 

Application Submission & Selection 

The application form must be completed and submitted to John Barclay 

(jbarclay@rickhanseninstitute.org) by March 31st, 2012. The form must be used in order for your 

application to be accepted. 

 

The five companies selected to present at the RHI Emerging Company Showcase at the Interdependence 

2012 Conference & Exposition will be determined by the selection committee based on the following 

criteria: 

 

• Applicability of innovation to SCI 

• Strength of management team 

• Potential for high growth in a large market, relative to SCI 

• Potential for strong market position 

• Sustainable competitive advantages 

• Probability to earn 10x return in less than 5 years 

 

Successful Applicants 

Applicants selected to present at the RHI Emerging Company Showcase at the Interdependence 2012 

Conference & Exposition will receive the following: 

 

• 5 minutes to present to hundreds of  experts and key opinion leaders from across the 

continuum of SCI research and care, and representatives of the investment community  

• One complimentary full conference registration 

 

 

Timeline 

Call for Applications     January 31st, 2012 

Application Deadline     March 31st, 2012 

Review of Applications by Selection Committee  April, 2012 

Notification of Decision     Late April/Early May, 2012 
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BEYOND INTERDEPENDENCE 2012 GLOBAL CONFERENCE & EXPOSITION 

RHI Commercialization Strategy  

The Rick Hansen Institute (RHI) is a Canadian-based not-for-profit organization committed to 

accelerating the translation of discoveries and best practices into improved treatments for people with 

spinal cord injuries. It does this by leading the collaboration of researchers, health care professionals 

and service providers across Canada and internationally. RHI has matched leadership and research 

collaboration with government funding to facilitate one of the largest interdisciplinary spinal cord injury 

research programs in the world. For more information, please visit: www.rickhanseninstitute.org.  

 

RHI has identified the need to support the commercialization of promising technologies that will lead to, 

or support, finding a cure for SCI and that will improve the lives of people living with SCI. To this end, RHI 

is creating a global financing forum for SCI and a support program for early stage SCI companies. 

 

RHI SCI Global Investment Forum 

The RHI SCI Global Investment Forum is comprised of three events annually and will be held in North 

America, Europe and Asia.  The purpose of these events is to provide financing, resources and 

partnership opportunities to early stage firms seeking to commercialize technologies related to SCI.  The 

expected outcomes of this global program are: 

• Increased funding to SCI researchers and developers 

• Meaningful investment in SCI technologies and therapies 

• An established cluster of successful SCI companies 

 

Delegates will include angel investors, venture capitalists, corporate business development managers, 

researchers and representatives of groups who are responsible for the economic burden of SCI.  The 

latter group is expected to include representatives of veterans groups, health management 

organizations, health authorities and insurers. 

 

The RHI SCI Global Investment Forum is more than a financing event; it is also a partnering event.  Given 

that many of the companies and technologies presented will be pre-commercial and many of the 

delegates and the organizations they represent will have an interest in seeing these technologies 

progress toward commercialization, there will be a partnering program as part of the forum.   Delegates 

and companies will have the ability to schedule meetings with any other delegates in order to have one-

on-one meetings.  

 

The first full-scale event is tentatively scheduled for Fall 2012. 
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RHI Commercialization Hub 

RHI is also developing the RHI Commercialization Hub in Vancouver, BC as part of its commercialization 

strategy.  This RHI program will be a hub for companies, delegates, partners and sponsors of the events 

to ensure the success of each RHI SCI Global Investment Forum and foster ongoing connections between 

participants.  It will provide access to support programs for early stage SCI companies including the 

following: 

• Access to mentorship 

• Connections to investors and strategic partners  

• Access to a roster of fee-for-service commercialization services such as legal, business 

consulting, prototype development and access to research 

• Portal to apply to gain access to RHI’s clinical trials network 

 

The RHI Commercialization Hub will measure the success of the program for all stakeholders and 

continue to provide connections between participants between SCI Financing Forum events. 

 

The RHI Commercialization Hub is targeted to be launched in 2013. 
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Instructions 

Welcome to the application form for the Emerging Company Showcase at the Interdependence 2012 

Conference & Exposition. Please fill out all sections as completely as possible. Do not exceed the 

provided length for each section as indicated by the size of the provided text boxes (HINT: The box 

provided for each section should not exceed 9.18 x 16.89cm). Calibri (Body) size 11 font must be used. 

Upon completion of the application form, please submit via email by March 31
st

, 2011 to 

jbarclay@rickhanseninstitute.org.  

If you have any questions about the Emerging Company Showcase at the Interdependence 2012 Global 

Conference & Exposition or the application form, please contact: 

John Barclay, MBA 

Rick Hansen Institute 

6th Floor, Blusson Spinal Cord Centre  

6400 - 818 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 1M9 

t: 604-707-2106 

c: 604-616-9174 

e: jbarclay@rickhanseninstitute.org 

www.rickhanseninstitute.org 
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1. Summarize your business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What specifically makes your management team most qualified to build 

this business? 

 

 



 

10 

 

 

3. Define customer problem and how it is relevant to SCI 

 

4. Describe your solution to the customer’s problem and how it will benefit 

individuals with SCI 
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5. Define your market 

 

6. List your current or potential customers 
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7. Sales and marketing strategy 

 

8. Describe your business model 
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9. Describe the competitive landscape and list your competitors 

 

10. Define your competitive advantage and list barriers to entry 
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11. Financial forecast (3 years minimum to 5 years maximum) 

 

 

12. Additional documents 

Please attach the following additional documents to your submission. 

• Executive Summary 

• Financial Plan 

• Business Plan 

• Presentation Slide Deck 


