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NORMATIVE FUTURES 

Many books point to desirable and often idealized directions for global governance. An appropriate albeit 

generalized lead-off is The Unfinished Global Revolution: The Pursuit of a New International Politics 

by former UN Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch-Brown (Penguin, Feb 2011, 260p), who argues for a 

system of international institutions that has the strength and flexibility to handle the unexpected and ensure 

that change is managed peacefully. “We must harness globalization to a vision of bringing benefit to all, at 

least a basic threshold of human security, well-being, and opportunity. We must demonstrate that global 

governance can deliver economic fairness between nations; security for people from overbearing states; and 

agreed rules for sharing our finite natural resources, and above all the processes to manage global change.” 

Creation of a global contract (probably never to be captured in a single document, name, or even concept) is 

critical—the anchor by which new and strengthened institutions will be attached to a global purpose that 

makes sense to people—“the anchor for our shared future.” (Malloch-Brown also served as head of the UNDP 

and as a VP for the World Bank.) 

 

The 15th edition of the Millennium Project’s annual report, 2011 State of the Future by Jerome C. Glenn, 

Theodore J. Gordon, and Elizabeth Florescu (StateOfTheFuture.org, Aug 2011, 117p), updates 15 Global 

Challenges (such as encouraging genuine democracy and long-term global perspectives, ethical market 

economies, ethical global decisions, and dealing with transnational organized crime), concluding that global 

challenges facing humanity are transnational, requiring “a world increasingly governed by coordinated and 

mutually supporting global policies implemented at national and local levels.”  Right Relationship: Building 

a Whole Earth Economy by Peter G. Brown of McGill U and Geoffrey Garver of the Quaker Institute for the 

Future in Montreal (Berrett-Koehler, Feb 2009, 216p) uses the core Quaker principle of “right relationship” as 

interacting in a way that is respectful to all and aids the common good, and considers new forms of global 

governance such as a Global Court, Global Trusteeships, the Global Reserve, and the Global Federation.  

Commonwealth by Michael Hardt of Duke U and Antonio Negri (Harvard UP/Belknap Press, Oct 2009, 330p) 

considers models of governance adequate to a global commonwealth, and proposes a constitution for our 

common wealth and an ethics of freedom for living in our common world.  Global Politics in the Human 

Interest by Mel Gurtov of Portland State U (Lynne Rienner, 5th edition, 2007, 391p) proposes a Global 

Humanist Framework and a “new realism” agenda to transform world politics in positive ways through 

common security, stronger global standards, and education for a global citizenry.  The Code for Global 

Ethics: Ten Humanist Principles by Rodrigue Tremblay of U of Montreal (Prometheus Books, April 2010, 

290p) offers foundations for a just and peaceable global community, based on principles such as resolving 

differences cooperatively, political and economic democracy, and universal education. 

 

Citizen of the World: Cosmopolitan Ideals for the 21st Century by Peter Kemp of U of Aarhus in 

Copenhagen (Prometheus Books, April 2010, 235p) argues that education and politics today must be infused 

with the cosmopolitan idea—the only viable guiding ideal in an increasingly interdependent world.  Global 

Civics: Responsibilities and Rights in an Interdependent World edited by Brookings senior fellow Hakan 

Altinay (Brookings Institution Press, Feb 2011, 145p) insists that we cannot achieve needed cooperation for a 

globalizing century without some sort of “global civics” curriculum for institutions of higher learning.  Global 

Action Networks: Creating Our Future Together by Steve Waddell of Boston College (Palgrave Macmillan, 

Jan 2011, 256p) views world governments as overwhelmed with problems, and looks at the promising 

invention of GANs that mobilize resources, bridge divides, and promote long-term deep change and 

innovation.  Another important NGO is the WSF, described in the Handbook on World Social Forum 

Activism edited by Jackie Smith of U of Notre Dame et al. (Paradigm Publishers, June 2011, 416p), describing 

the WSF process that began in 2001 united by the belief that “Another World is Possible” that is more 

democratic and just.  Reforming International Institutions: Another World is Possible edited by Josep 

Xercavins (Earthscan, Oct 2009, 336p) presents proposals for reform and global democratic governance.  

Building Global Democracy?  Civil Society and Accountable Global Governance edited by Jan Aart 

Scholte of the U of Warwick (Cambridge UP, May 2011, 424p) describes how civil society can make global 

governance institutions such as the UN and WTO more democratically accountable. 
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Another ongoing movement is the Global Marshall Plan Initiative based in Hamburg, begun in 2003 by 16 

NGOs including the Club of Rome and the Club of Budapest, seeking a better design of globalization and global 

economic processes.  Towards a World in Balance: A Virtual Congress for a Better Balanced World 

(GMP, Dec 2006, 304p; www.globalmarshallplan.org ) proposes a Virtual Planetary Congress that would 

gradually establish a worldwide Eco-Social Market Economy.  The Earth Charter: A Framework for Global 

Governance edited by Ron Engel and Klaus Bosselmann (Kit Publishers, Sept 2010, 200p) describes the 

Charter as the leading ethical framework for global governance, and discusses challenges surrounding current 

international law and governance.  A Global Green New Deal: Rethinking the Economic Recovery by 

Edward B. Barbier of U of Wyoming (Cambridge UP, July 2010, 336p) presents a strategy for ensuring a more 

economically and environmentally sustainable recovery.  Similarly, Achieving Global Sustainability edited 

by Takamitsu Sawa et al. (UNU Press, July 2011, 296p) also proposes a “Green New Deal” along with a 

paradigm shift on economic growth.  How to Run the World: Charting a Course to the Next Renaissance 

by Parag Khanna of the New America Foundation (Random House, Feb 2011, 256p) views the world as 

entering a new medievalism that is fragmented and ungovernable, and calls for a “new colonialism” mostly 

conducted by enlightened and superpowerful “megadiplomats” such as Bill Gates and George Soros who can 

encourage various coalitions to achieve specific goals. 

 

2048: Humanity’s Agreement to Live Together by J. Kirk Boyd of the UC-Berkeley School of Law (Berrett-

Koehler, April 2010, 222p; GFB Book of the Month, June 2010) argues that the provisions of the 1948 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights are not viable and its promise has not been fulfilled; an enforceable 

International Convention is proposed by the 100th anniversary of the UDHR to guarantee five fundamental 

freedoms: of speech, of religion, from want, from fear, and for the environment (see www.2048.berkeley.edu).  

Universal Human Rights and Extraterritorial Obligations edited by Mark Gibney of UNC-Asheville (U of 

Pennsylvania Press, Jan 2010, 296p) presents a brief for a more complex and updated approach to protecting 

human rights worldwide, in that globalization is challenging fundamental principles of international law.  

Patterns of Potential Human Progresss.  Vol 1: Reducing Global Poverty by Barry B. Hughes of the U 

of Denver Pardee Center for International Futures (Paradigm Publishers, Aug 2009, 352p) argues that the 

horizon of global goal-setting should be at least to 2030, and 2050 seems reasonable.  The Peacekeeping 

Economy: Using Economic Relationships to Build a More Peaceful, Prosperous, and Secure World by 

U of Texas-Dallas political economist Lloyd J. Dumas (Yale UP, Sept 2011, 432p) insists that building economic 

relations based on mutual gain is a far less costly means of maintaining security than military strength. 

 

And there are several even more ambitious schemes for thinking and governance.  The Grand Convergence: 

Economic and Political Aspects of Human Progress by James A. Yunker of Western Illinois U (Palgrave 

Macmillan, Oct 2010, 256p) advocates sweeping changes in economic and political structure to ensure the 

prospects of global human civilization, arguing for both the Global Marshall Plan and for a limited federal world 

government.  This updates Yunker’s World Union on the Horizon: The Case for Supernational 

Federation (University Press of America, 1993, 332p), which proposes a Federal Union of Democratic Nations 

and a World Economic Equalization Program.  World Federalist Manifesto: Guide to Political 

Globalization by WAAS fellow and Club of Rome USA president Francesco Stipo (America Telecoms Network, 

2007, 213p) proposes unification of the UN system through a single budget and voting system, and a Trans-

Atlantic Free Trade Area merging NAFTA with the EU and leading to a North Atlantic Confederation.  

Symposium: Envisioning a More Democratic Global System edited by Andrew Strauss of Widener U 

(Widener Law Review Special Issue, 13:2, 2007) looks at ways to create a Global Parliamentary Assembly and 

the E-Parliament (www.e-Parl.net) as a new global forum for democratic problem-solving.  WorldShift 2012: 

Making Green Business, New Politics, and Higher Consciousness Work Together by Club of Budapest 

president Ervin Laszlo (Inner Traditions, Sept 2009, 128p) looks to fundamental change for a sustainable 

world respectful of humans, nature, and the planet. 

Global Mindset Change edited by Rakesh Kapoor of Alternative Futures in New Delhi and Jennifer Gidley of 

RMIT U in Melbourne (Futures Special Issue, 421:10, Dec 2010, 97p) optimistically points to signs of an 

emerging transformation to planetary consciousness and holistic ways of thinking, and to integral 

consciousness in all dimensions of cultural life. 

 

http://www.globalmarshallplan.org/
http://www.2048.berkeley.edu/
http://www.e-parl.net/
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Finally, reaching back by some 20 years, Framework for Preparation for the Year 2000: The 21st 

Century and the Third Millennium by UN University for Peace chancellor Robert Muller (Albert Schweitzer 

Institute/Quinnipiac College Press, 1994) proposes still-worthy ideas such as a World Peace Service for young 

people, a World Foundation to allow contributions by private citizens and NGOs, a world Core Curriculum and a 

Planetary Management Curriculum (promoted by UNESCO as common guides to global education in all schools 

and universities, a World Organization for the Handicapped, UN delegates elected by popular vote, and new 

world conferences on the global commons, standardization, a world tax system, etc.  The United Nations 

and a Just World Order edited by Richard A. Falk, Samuel S. Kim, and Saul H. Mendlovitz (Westview Press, 

Sept 1991, 589p) assembles 41 seminal articles and documents from the World Order Models Project begun in 

the early 1970s, e.g. proposing a Movement for a Just World Peace that includes a global tax scheme and 

complete disarmament.  And The Next Three Futures: Paradigms of Things to Come by the late 

macrohistorian and H.G. Wells scholar W. Warren Wager of SUNY Binghamton (Greenwood, 1991, 165p) 

offered a brief non-fiction explanation of Wagar’s long scenario over the next 200 years, A Short History of 

the Future (U of Chicago Press, 1989, 324p; updated editions in 1992 and 1999), arguing that the next 

future is almost surely globalized liberal democratic capitalism.  But eventually this system will disintegrate 

from within, say in the 2030s, to be replaced by a democratic socialist world order that rescues humankind 

from war, ecocide, and injustice.  In due time, this worker’s republic will become redundant, leading to an 

Ecotopian league of communities.  In other words, in the long term, our thinking about global governance may 

change in radical ways that we can scarcely imagine today. 


