
GFB Update                       1:9                      September 2011                       Global Governance: General Titles  

1 

 

GENERAL 

Can the World by Governed? Possibilities for Effective Multilateralism, edited by Alan S. Alexandroff 

(Wilfred Laurier UP and Centre for International Governance Innovation, March 2008, 436p; 

www.cigionline.org/publications) views multistate international organizations as key to global governance and 

its reform, and notes proliferation of global governance structures, current and looming crises requiring 

multilateral solutions, and difficulties of governing the international system. Rising States, Rising 

Institutions: Challenges for Global Governance, edited by Alan S. Alexandroff of CIGI and Andrew F. 

Cooper of U of Toronto (Brookings Institution Press, May 2010, 360p) notes institutions rising to meet the 

demand for new forms of governance, models of international cooperation, emerging institutions such as the 

G-20, the advent of sovereign wealth funds, and forums to foster cooperation on terrorism. Global 

Governance Reform: Breaking the Stalemate, edited by Colin I. Bradford Jr and Johannes F. Linn 

(Brookings, 2007, 142p) covers reform of the UN, IMF, World Bank, G-8, global health governance, and global 

environmental governance. 

 

Problems abound for global governance organizations to address, and for their design.  The Dark Side of 

Globalization, edited by Jorge Heine of CIGI and Ramesh Thakur of nearby U of Waterloo (UNU Press, March 

2011, 320p) looks at the transnational “uncivil society” forces unleashed by globalization (terrorism, drug and 

human trafficking, money laundering) and explores how governments, IGOs and civil society can deal with 

these problems.  World Rule: Accountability, Legitimacy, and the Design of Global Governance by 

Jonathan GS Koppell of Yale U (U of Chicago Press, Aug 2010, 392p) looks at accountability challenges in 25 

global organizations such as the WTO, their rulemaking process, adherence and enforcement, and interest 

group participation.  Good Governance in the 21st Century edited by Joachim Ahrens et al. (Edward Elgar, 

April 2011, 392p) considers global, regional, and national governance mechanisms and appropriate strategies 

in a globalizing world.  Governance in a Disenchanted World by Helmut Willke, Prof of Global Governance 

at Zeppelin U in Germany (Elgar, Jan 2011, 176p) notes that the nation-state is losing some regulatory 

prerogatives while also extending its legitimacy base in “chains of legitimacy.”  But, as noted in The New 

Global Rulers: The Privatization of Regulation in the World Economy by Tim Buthe of Duke U and 

Walter Mattli of Oxford (Princeton UP, April 2011, 312p), governments lack expertise and resources, and have 

delegated extensive regulatory authority to private sector organizations such as the International Accounting 

Standards Board , the International Organization for Standardization, and the International Electrotechnical 

Commission.  Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations by Alexander Cooley 

of Barnard College and Hendrik Spruyt of Northwestern U (Princeton UP, May 2009, 280p) notes that nation-

states increasingly enter into agreements that involve sharing or surrendering parts of their sovereign powers.  

Governance without a State by Thomas Risse of Freie Universitat Berlin (Columbia UP, Sept 2011, 320p) 

discusses security governance by nonstate actors, public-private partnerships to promote the UN Millennium 

Goals, the role of business in environmental governance, and strategies for effective governance in a 

framework of weak and ineffective state institutions. 

 

Updated textbooks that provide an introductory overview include The Politics of Global Governance: 

International Organizations in an Interdependent World edited by Paul F. Diehl of U of Illinois and Brian 

Frederking of McKendree U (Lynne Rienner, 4th edition, 2010, 419p), an anthology of major themes and 

theories; International Organizations: The Politics and Processes of Global Governance by Margaret 

P. Karns of U of Dayton and Karen A. Mingst of U of Kentucky (Rienner, 2nd edition, 2009, 600p), on the 

evolving role of IGOs, NGOs, state and non-state actors, norms and rules, etc.; and The United Nations and 

Changing World Politics by Thomas G. Weiss of CUNY Graduate Center et al. (Rienner, 6th edition, Jan 2010, 

480p). 

 

This leads to the many books on the UN and needed reforms, of which only a few are mentioned here.  Global 

Governance and the UN: An Unfinished Journey by Thomas G. Weiss of CUNY and Ramesh Thakur of 

CIGI (Indiana UP, March 2010, 432p) describe significant gaps between many global problems and available 

solutions, and the UN role in addressing terrorism, nuclear proliferation, climate change, etc.  The United 
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Nations in the 21st Century: Management and Reform Processes in a Troubled Organization by 

Marcus Franda of the U of Maryland (Rowman & Littlefield, 2006, 257p) analyzes the “formidable” barriers to 

reform created by the UN Charter, and major reforms that have been taken up or rejected, concluding that 

“rapid reform is simply not possible.”  Similarly, The Parliament of Man: The Past, Present, and Future of 

the United Nations by Yale historian Paul Kennedy (Random House, 2006, 361p) states that the case for 

reforming the UN is more urgent today, but massive restructuring is not possible and reforms will and should 

come piecemeal.  ConUNdrum: The Limits of the United Nations and the Search for Alternatives 

edited by Brett D. Schaefer of the conservative Heritage Foundation (Rowman & Littlefield, Aug 2009, 376p; 

foreword by Amb. John R. Bolten) notes the long UN history of failing to solve most critical problems, and 

offers solutions for reforms.  Envisioning Reform: Enhancing UN Accountability edited by Sumihiro 

Kuyama of UNU and Michael Ross Fowler of U of Louisville (UNU Press, Sept 2009, 402p) discusses legal, 

managerial, and political dimensions.  U.S. Interests and U.N. Security Council Reform by Stewart M. 

Patrick of the CFR Global Governance program and Kara C. McDonald (Council on Foreign Relations, Sept 

2010, 48p) argues that the Security Council should strengthen collective management of emerging 

transnational problems and modestly expand to accommodate rising powers. 

 

The OECD: A Study of Organizational Adaptation by Peter Carroll and Aynsley Kellow of the U of 

Tasmania (Edward Elgar, June 2011, 301p), describes the successful growth of the Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development, now celebrating its 50th year, which “helps provide an important degree of 

coherence in the system of global governance,” publishing hundreds of authoritative reports on “what works” 

among its 34 member nations, and, increasingly other major global players.  [For an appreciation, see “The 

OECD Gold Mine at 50” by Michael Marien (World Future Review, 3:1, Spring 2011, 74-82), for a survey of 

some 100 recent reports.]  The underappreciated OECD is not only an intergovernmental think tank issuing 

highly valued policy analyses, but it has also been instrumental is establishing standards of conduct, e.g.: the 

Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution, the Financial Action Task Force on money laundering, 

the Principles of Corporate Governance, and much more. 


