
 “GIRL SCOUTS CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL AND LOOKS FORWARD TO FUTURE OF 
LEADERS.” 

 March 12, 2012 marked the 100 Year Anniversary of Girl Scouts. Girl Scouts of 
Louisiana – Pines to the Gulf is comprised of over 8,000 girls and 3,000 adult volunteers 
throughout 42 parishes in Louisiana. On February 25, the council kicked off this 
momentous occasion with a huge celebration in Alexandria, LA. Over 1,500 participants 
were in attendance at the trade show, convention style event. The event consisted of 
council led booths and booths hosted by local businesses including, the Alexandria Zoo 
that came with a variety of birds, snakes and other reptiles for petting, area colleges, 
Louisiana State Parks, Camp Beauregard Military Museum,  a magician that put on two 
magic shows and several more.  Program Director, Micki Blakely would like to thank all 
who helped, “A HUGE thanks to all of the volunteers who gave their time and energy 
volunteering at one of our booths.  This event could not have gone as smoothly as it did 
without your help!!!  We have the greatest volunteers ever”. 

Girls enjoyed a plethora of activities throughout the day, centered on the history 
of the organization, green living, leadership and communication skills.  There was face 
painting, cookie tasting, craft making, time capsules, and vintage Girl Scout uniform 
fashion shows emceed by Carlette Christmas host of OnPoint Talk Radio that airs in 
Shreveport, Monroe and Alexandria.  The girls and adult volunteers also learned a 
celebration dance, had the opportunity to sign up for summer camps at any of the four 
council camp properties, posted their ambitions and goals on a giant dream board and 
posed for photos with the organization’s iconic Brownie Elf character.  Of course it 
wouldn’t be a birthday celebration without cake and punch, the girls enjoyed cupcakes 
and sang happy birthday to the century old premier leadership organization for girls.  
“We have come a long way….from cooking to leadership, from sewing to self-esteem, 
from home maker to entrepreneur.  I can’t wait to see where we go from here!  A big 
Happy Birthday to Girls Scouts and wishing for many more to come,” says Blakely. 

The year 2012 is being proclaimed the Year of the Girl around the country by 
lawmakers and everyone is urged to sign the pledge ToGetHer There, in an effort to 
maximize support of girl leadership. ToGetHerThere is designed to encourage girls to 
seek leadership roles in any field of life that they desire and to do so with the support of 
caring adult role models.  Although, girls are pursuing non-traditional careers including 
those in the fields of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) research 
shows only a small percentage are holding key leadership positions in those fields.  
However, 80% of all female executives were once Girl Scouts themselves. In Girl 
Scouts girls are encouraged to discover the world around them, connect with their peers 
and caring adults and take action for things that matter to them. 

-More- 

  



There are activities planned throughout the year to celebrate the anniversary. 
The neighboring council, Girl Scouts Louisiana East, Girl Scouts of Louisiana – Pines to 
the Gulf and legislators are gathering on March 12, 2012 at the state capitol to 
commemorate the anniversary. Girls from Louisiana are travelling to the Nation’s 
Capitol in June to connect with other Girl Scouts from around the country. Girls are also 
encouraged to embark on 100 hours of community service throughout the year and are 
expected to live by the Promise every day; On my honor, I will try: to serve God and my 
country, to help people at all times, and to live by the Girl Scout Law. The goal is big, 
but Girl Scouts began 100 years ago with just 18 girls in Savannah, GA and today it is 
estimated that over 50 million American women were Girl Scouts at one time in their 
youth.  This organization proves that, together girls can do great things. 

 

 

 

 


