
 

 

Winnebago County Health Department’s (WCHD) Success Story  
In Reducing Childhood Lead Poisoning Exposure 

This past summer, a two year old girl was screened for lead poisoning during a routine well child physical with her 
primary care provider.  The results showed that her lead level was over 20 times the acceptable level.  Because of 
her high blood lead level, she required inpatient treatment to bring her blood lead level to a non-life threatening 
degree. When a child has an above acceptable level, the Winnebago County Health Department will conduct an 
environmental inspection and provide case management services.  

Upon receiving this report, a Winnebago County Health Department lead inspector and lead case manager 
contacted the child’s mother and scheduled an appointment at the child’s home for the very next day.  During the 
home visit, a child assessment was conducted along with an environmental investigation.  It was determined that 
the home had a number of lead hazards, notably the lead-based paint on the windows of the home.  The mother 
reported that her daughter had been seen peeling paint from the window casings and ingesting it.   
 
The response from WCHD team was immediate and multi-faceted.  In addition to assuring immediate medical 
follow-up, the lead program case manager discussed the child’s behaviors that would place her at risk for ingesting 
more lead.  The mother was given recommendations on how to immediately begin reducing that risk, including 
covering any exposed, accessible surfaces containing lead-based paint.  She was also given nutritional counseling 
and general education on lead poisoning and exposure reduction.  She was then given a visual explanation of all 
lead hazards and potential hazards within the home.  

The property was immediately referred to the WCHD’s Creating Lead Safe Rockford (CLSR) program and processed 
an emergency referral. Within two weeks, a work order for the property had been completed and assigned to a 
contractor.  Work began on the property exactly one week after this (Illinois State Lead Poisoning Prevention Code 
requires 7 day notice on all lead mitigation projects).  All work was completed within 2 days, including removing 
and replacing all windows containing lead-based paint.  WCHD received confirmation from the laboratory that lead 
dust levels were at a safe level within the home by the next day.  The family was allowed to return to the home 
that same day. 

Since the original report, the little girl has had a significant reduction in her lead level through health education 
and case management, environmental intervention (both interim and permanent measures), and coordination 
with medical providers. The WCHD team is pleased with the child’s progress and expects to see the child’s blood 
lead level continue to decrease over time. The WCHD team will continue to provide case management services to 
the family to assure continued progress. 


