
 

 

What you need to know about the MA 
Anti- Human Trafficking Legislation 

 
On February 21, 2012 “An Act Relative to the Commercial Exploitation of People,” became the 
first anti-human trafficking legislation passed in the state of Massachusetts. The bill strengthens 
protections for victims of human trafficking, increases the punishment for offenders, and 
establishes a human trafficking task force to address policy recommendations for the issue. The 
following summary is meant for youth-serving agencies and providers and outlines provisions 
that specifically relate to the commercial sexual exploitation of children. 1 
 

The new law… 
 Defines a ‘sexually exploited child’ as any person under the age of 18 who is the victim 

of the crime of sexual servitude; engages, agrees to engage or offers to engage in sexual 
conduct with another person in return for a fee or in exchange for food, shelter, 
clothing, education or care 

 Establishes The Victims of Human Trafficking Trust Fund to administer grants for 
programs to provide services to victims of human trafficking.2  

 Amends the definition of a Child in Need of Services (CHINS) to include a sexually 
exploited child.  

 Specifies that 51A reports will now include language that defines sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking as forms of child abuse.   

 Establishes a multi-disciplinary response for all 51A reports involving a human 
trafficking victim. A service team comprised of professionals trained or otherwise 
experienced and qualified to assess the needs of that child will convene in order to 
recommend a plan for services to DCF.   

 Increases the penalties for pimps and traffickers to a mandatory minimum sentence of 
5 years, with a potential maximum sentence of 20 years in state prison, up to a $25,000 
fine, or both. For those found guilty of trafficking a child under 18, the crime carries a 
potential maximum sentence of life in prison.   

 Increases the penalties for customers/johns to include imprisonment and/or up to a 
$5,000 fine, whether the sexual conduct occurs or not. For those found guilty of 
intending to engage in sexual conduct with a child under 18, the crime carries a 
potential maximum sentence of 10 years in state prison, up to a $10,000 fine, or both.   

 Establishes the use of the internet to persuade a child to engage in commercial sexual 
activity as a crime, punishable by imprisonment and/or fine. 

 

 

                                                 
1
 For more information on the labor and organ trafficking provisions on the bill, please see the Governor’s 

website at mass.gov. 
2
 DCF is eligible to receive grants from the VHT Trust Fund to fund law enforcement training and services 

for sexually-exploited children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Department of Children and Families in collaboration with the Department of 
Mental Health shall provide comprehensive services to all victims of child sexual 
exploitation. These include: 

o Sexually exploited children will have access to a court advocate who may also 
serve as a liaison between service providers and the court.  

o DCF shall recognize that sexually exploited youth have separate and distinct 
service needs according to gender.  

o DCF shall immediately report the case of a sexually exploited child to the district 
attorney and local law enforcement, regardless of whether the child is living 
with a parent, guardian or other caretaker.  

 Law enforcement officials shall be trained in identification of, access to, and the 
provision of services for sexually-exploited children.  

 Courts will presume that a child is a victim if brought to court with charges for certain 
sex crimes and allows for a ‘safe harbor’ from prosecution for those charges. A care and 
protection (C&P) or child in need of services (CHINS) petition shall be filed on behalf of 
the child so they may receive appropriate services.  

 A victim of human trafficking may bring a civil action against their pimp/trafficker within 
three years of the date on which the victim was freed from human trafficking. If the 
victim was a child during the commission of the offense, within 3 years after the date 
the victim turns 18.  

 An inter-agency Task Force shall address all aspects of human trafficking, including sex 
trafficking and labor trafficking. The task force shall review and recommend policies and 
procedures that aim to prevent human trafficking and protect and provide assistance to 
victims. Strategies shall include increasing public awareness, reducing demand, training 
providers, and developing educational materials and health curricula to be used in 
schools.  

 

 

 

 

 
My Life My Choice is a program of the Justice Resource Institute. A survivor –led program, MLMC works to 

stem the tide of commercial sexual exploitation through prevention, victim identification, intervention 
services, and public awareness. For more information,  

please contact Lisa Goldblatt Grace, Director,  lgrace@jri.org.  
 

989 Commonwealth Ave, Boston, MA 02125               P: 617-779-2179           www.fightingexploitation.org 


