
NYSPEP connects to the work of the ECAC.   

 

NYSPEP continues to collaborate with the ECAC Strong Families Work Group to promote and improve 

positive parenting practices through the following activities: 
 

Family Engagement – Recently both ECAC and NYSPEP initiated efforts to promote parent involvement 

in children’s early educational experiences and success in school/center-based settings.  There is 

growing interest in a shared definition of ‘family engagement,’ consistent policies that support positive 

family learning environments, and opportunities for professional development. The decision was made 

to co-sponsor an event that planned for the regularly scheduled NYSPEP Spring member meeting on 

Thursday, May 30 and now known as the “Training Institute.”  Keynote speaker Mary McKay will present 

key principles and strategies for engaging families and obstacles to engagement.  Dr. McKay, Professor 

and Director at McSilver Institute for Poverty Policy and Research at NYU, has published over 100 peer-

reviewed publications and is a well-known engagement expert. A panel of field experts will comment in 

response including Patty Persell, Director of NYS Head Start Collaboration Project; Barbara Jaklitsch, 

Senior Project Coordinator at CDHS/RF SUNY; Erika Brunelle, a Family Engagement Specialist with the 

Center for Development of Human Services, SUNY Research Foundation; and Vito Borrello, President of 

EPIC (Every Person Influences Children), and chair of the Steering Committee of the NY State Family 

Engagement Coalition. 

 

• New Parent Kit –NYSPEP and the ECAC Strong Families Work Group have joined forces to develop the 

New Parent Kit.  NYSPEP continues work on the Parent Guide, which is the core component of the New 

Parent Kit.  The Parent Guide will support parents in being confident and competent as they decide what 

to say and do to help their children thrive.  It will offer developmentally appropriate guidance to parents 

based on evidence-based parenting behaviors and will help parents effectively use service systems and 

resources to build stronger parent-child relationships.  The New Parent Kit will include materials such as: 

the Parent Guide, a medical resource book, a baby's 1st book, and local resources. 

 

� Credentialing parenting educators – One year ago, the New York State Parenting Education Partnership 

(NYSPEP) introduced a Parenting Education Credential to New York State.  The credential fits into 

NYSPEP’s and NY Project LAUNCH’s concept of workforce development, recognizing that providers 

should have a base set of skills in child development, family engagement and early identification of 

social and emotional problems, among other competencies. The Parenting Education Credential defines 

consistent criteria for the knowledge, skills, and experience needed by all parenting educators. Four 

credential tiers will accommodate entry level, novice, intermediate and master parent educators; each 

level requires the parenting educator to demonstrate increasing levels of competence.  The credential is 

for all those who support families and facilitate the growth and development of parents through 

support and education, regardless of work setting or job title.  Over fifty practitioners have participated 

in the peer review process in the last twelve months. 

 

  


