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Sometimes it seems as though an event comes together 

with preordained destiny.  It feels like it was meant to be 

and the true intent of the universe is involved.  This notion 

has been known by many names, including karma and 

kismet.  With this project and this building there is some of 

that.  

 

As I was thinking about today and what I would say, I 

started thinking about all the steps and events that took 

place for all of us to get here.  I love connections and to see 

how one thing touches another.  Like a big web, there are 

connections everywhere.  This building on the corner of 

Arch and Main is a metaphor that connects CFA and the 

City of Alliance.  
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When we first set eyes on this building it was at a 

crossroad.  If much more time passed it would have been 

too hard to save.   The City of Alliance was at the same 

crossroad.  The journey to the task of revitalization needed 

to begin.  In CFA, we were also at a crossroad.  After 106 

years it was time to commit to a new future or risk fading 

away.  

 

It seems that we, the people of Alliance and CFA, chose to 

meet the challenge of a new and brighter future.  Through 

hard work and perseverance we stand here revitalized and 

poised to be successful for years to come.  This building 

restored to its former glory, is our symbol to our dedication, 

to our will, and our desire for better days. 

 

This transformation did not happen by itself and I must 
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acknowledge those who gave their all.  First of all, I would 

like to thank the Mayor Toni Middleton and Vince Marion 

for their vision and tenacity to solidify and push this project 

for the benefit of the people.  I must also thank all the 

people in city hall that assisted the mayor's office. 

 

Many thanks need to go to the Alliance City Council who 

supported this project.  A project like this always includes 

some faith.  This council took a chance because they so 

desired to improve the community they love.  I commend 

them for their courage and commitment to a brighter future. 

 

The CFA Foundation is the organization that is responsible 

for the museum.  The foundation was put together over 

twenty years ago. They have held tight to the dream of 

opening a cat museum.  I thank them for the hard work it 
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took to create this gem.  It allows the public the opportunity 

to look at cats in a historic context.  This is a unique entity 

which I hope the people of Alliance are proud of. 

 

I am privileged to stand here as the President of CFA: The 

largest registry of pedigreed cats in the world.  We are 

fiercely proud of this accomplishment.  To date, we have 

registered a million and a half pedigreed cats. We are so 

pleased to have this state of-the-art facility.  I have to thank 

all of our fanciers who also shared the vision.  I thank them 

for all the hard work.  I thank them for buying into a bright 

future.   

 

In closing, I need to thank the most important people.  

When people used to ask me where CFA was located I 

would say we are located in Manasquan, NJ. 
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When people ask me now I say our HOME is in Alliance, 

OHIO.  I cannot say enough about the kindness and 

genuine warmth that we have received.  To the people of 

Alliance I thank you. Thank you for welcoming us home. 


