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seCTer and DECD Provide Funding to Regional Businesses 

 
 
New London:  The Southeastern CT Enterprise Region (seCTer), in partnership with the State of CT 

Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) Small Business Express Loan program 

(SBEP), has rewarded almost $1 million in loan funds to small businesses in the region since June 2012.  Ann 

Chambers, seCTer’s Director of Loan Programs, today announced the five most recent loan packages to three 

existing and two new businesses, totaling over $600,000:  They are: Marty Gilman, Inc. d/b/a Gilman Gear of 

Bozrah; Seconn Fabrication of Waterford; StoryForge Labs LLC, d/b/a Killer Minnow of New London; AgroSci 

of Colchester; and Mystic Cheese Company of Franklin. 

 Marty Gilman, Inc. was founded in 1929 by Marty Gilman, an All-American guard for the UConn 

Football team.  Mr. Gilman pioneered the development of football field equipment and his patented gear has 

become the standard for the industry.    The company, with 42 full-time employees, has been managed by son 

Neil Gilman since 1979.  All the company’s products are manufactured, assembled and processed in Bozrah and 

most of their suppliers and servicers are also local and regional. Current clients include the National and the 

Canadian Football Leagues, the National Basketball Association and NCAA colleges and universities as well as 

some 7,000 high school and junior football programs throughout the United States.  Mr. Gilman’s SBEP loan 

package will allow him to add three new sales employees; to design and produce a new product catalog 

including updated pricing and new patented products; and to upgrade their web site to enhance international and 

domestic sales.   

 Seconn Fabrication, LLC is a manufacturing company offering custom cutting, fabrication, assembly, 

powder coating and recently, screen printing (with the acquisition of Solar Fabricators, LLC).  The company has 

current staff of 73 full-time and 1 part-time employees.  The company currently outsources its machining, but a 

combination loan package from the DECD and seCTer will allow owner and CEO Rob Marelli to expand his 

company’s services and shorten lead times for production by purchasing new machining equipment and hiring at 

least two additional employees with extensive machining experience.  Seconn is a local success story 
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and has experienced steady growth in Waterford since its founding in 2007. 

 StoryForge Labs, LLC d/b/a Killer Minnow, in business since 2011, is located in downtown New 

London and has 4 full-time and 3 part time employees. It is an award winning conceptual design, animation and 

visual effects studio providing a variety of creative services to a diverse list of clients, including Aerosmith, 

Lego, Hasbro and the University of Connecticut.  Their SBEP loan will allow them to purchase additional 

computer equipment and software, to enhance existing hardware, to add a network backup system, expand their 

space in the historic Dewart Building and to hire additional staff.  They are currently developing a new series of 

mobile video games that will be available through the Apple Store marketplace.  The company is one of several 

entrepreneurial technology companies located in downtown New London, employing local skilled and creative 

IT professionals in exciting new fields. 

 AgroSci, Inc. is green technology company developing and producing agricultural products designed to 

conserve water and to encourage symbiotic partnerships.  They specialize in the sales and distribution of patent 

pending subsurface irrigation systems for soil based plants.  Their current product, My Lazy Gardener is targeted 

to gardeners and hobby growers and is sold through garden supply stores, retail and home centers, catalog and 

web based outlets.  They have also patents pending on a cat litter box filtration system using the same 

technology.  The proceeds of the combined SBEP and seCTer loans, and significant owner equity will be used to 

move the warehouse, assembly, distribution and administrative operations of the company from Stephenville, 

NY to Colchester and to provide additional marketing funds.  They have recently signed a lease on property in 

Colchester.  In the next two years the company intends to hire five college-graduate level and five high school 

graduate level employees in Southeastern CT. 

 The Mystic Cheese Company, LLC, founded by Salem native Brian Civitello, will use a combination of 

seCTer funds, SBEP loan and personal equity to build a cheese-making facility in Franklin at the Hill Top Flex 

Park.  Mr. Civitello learned the art of cheese-making from his Italian grandfather, graduated from UConn with a 

degree in Resource Economics, and studied and interned for several years in Italy, learning the art of producing 

alpine, pecorino and caprino style cheeses, before returning to the US and becoming a technical consultant for 

CheezeSorce, the leading consulting group for artisan cheeses in the US.  His manufacturing facility will use a 

unique modular state of the art POD system to manufacture, ripen and package his cheeses.  Hormone free milk 

for Mystic Cheeses will be sourced exclusively from Connecticut Dairy Farms.  The initial three farms were 

chosen for close proximity to Franklin.  Initially the cheeses will be sold through Farmers’ Markets, Community 

Supported Agriculture (CSA), specialty grocers and food cooperatives.   

(con’t…) 
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 seCTer is very pleased with the success of their collaboration with the DECD in funding local 

businesses – helping them to establish new locations and products, to enhance their production processes and  

marketing, to hire local residents, and to source their supplies locally.  seCTer Loan Program Director, Ann 

Chambers, remarked, “We have been very busy with DECD for the past year working with businesses and 

entrepreneurs on these initiatives, but the results are most rewarding and we look forward to seeing these 

companies grow and flourish in southeastern Connecticut for many years.”  For additional information on the 

SBEP, seCTer’s Small Business Loan programs and other services, or on these five exciting local businesses, 

please contact Deborah Donovan, Director of Economic Development and Marketing, 860.437.4659, ext. 202. 

 

seCTer is a 501c (3) non-profit membership corporation whose mission is to stimulate and support economic 
development within southeastern Connecticut by: Fostering a climate favorable for economic development and 

diversification; Supporting the retention and expansion of existing businesses and the startup of new businesses.  
Recruiting new businesses by promoting the region's resources and competitiveness; Coordinating economic development 
activities among the region's municipalities, state and federal agencies, and other organizations; Participating in efforts to 
meet the infrastructure needs of a growing regional economy; and  Defining and updating the region's goals and strategy 

through periodic analysis of the region's economic needs and opportunities. 
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