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Honey Bees and Urban Beekeeping       July 2013 
 
The Life of Honeybees 
Honeybees are social insects with a marked division of labor between the various castes of bees 
in a colony. A colony of honeybees includes a queen, drones and workers.  Honeybees can fly 
up to five miles from their hive to visit flowers to gather nectar and pollen.  The bees in 
Brookline’s gardens, yards or parks can come from many places across Brookline or Boston.  
 
While they are gathering nectar from plants, pollen grains are also transported on their bodies, 
leading to pollination of other plants. This increases harvests for backyard, street, rooftop and 
community gardens. Pollination services provided by honeybees are often 60 to 100 times more 
valuable than the market price of honey. Bees in general are responsible for pollinating at least 
30% of our food types. 
 
How to Help the Honeybee 
• Become a beekeeper 
Take a course through a local beekeepers’ association to learn about keeping bees alive and 
healthy. ( see resources) 
• A bee friendly garden 
Cultivating plants that will attract bees is the most important task.  Choose flowers that bloom 
successively over the spring, summer, and fall seasons in order to provide pollen and nectar 
resources to the native bees of all seasons. 
And of course keep your bee garden free of pesticides — a danger in any garden. – Do not use 
pesticides as they can kill the bee before it returns to the hive. Other pesticides get carried back 
and can harm the rest of the hive. Avoid spraying trees and shrubs when in bloom ( even maple 
trees blossoms are a source for bees) Notify beekeeping neighbors at least day before. 
household pesticides to avoid: 
 http://api.ning.com/files/YaSLp-TlPk32KYraH-
WO0YseH3fcIHTgT9K*txfX0lC0zMZu4MO7MHXmU7SNjWlhYBGJfVrLXKfUr-
7SGNHnroainaz27rd7/Neonicotin 
 
• Take Action 
Write to your senators and representatives in congress on the federal level and to do the same 
on the state level to support funding of honeybee research.  
With the increasing demise of colonies it's a critical time to put pressure on politicians to take 
action on pesticides linked to CCD, to reinstate laws to prevent importing bees into the country 
and to stop the transport of bees across state borders without stringent controls. 
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When Bees Sting 
 
Honeybees are vegetarians that are more interested in finding flowers in order to gather the 
nectar and bring it back to the hive. They gather nectar to produce honey and pollen for raising 
their brood. Honeybees generally do not visit picnics, barbeques and garbage cans as they are 
not sources of nectar or pollen. 
 
Honeybees are able to sting only once and die after they have released their stinger. They will 
sting when defending the hive or if they feel threatened.  A honeybee will rarely sting when it is 
away from the colony foraging for pollen, nectar or water. A honeybee may sting if it is handled 
roughly (swatted at or stepped on), or feels alarmed in any way. Generally, if you leave a 
honeybee alone, it will leave you alone. 
 
Other Bees including the more aggressive yellow jackets, wasps or hornets can sting again and 
again with impunity and are the cause of most “bee stings”. Wasps are carnivores and may sting 
as they hunt for food.  Yellow Jacket, wasps and hornets are scavengers attracted to any area 
where food remnants can be found.  
 
If Stung by a Honeybee 
If you are allergic to bee stings, it is always best to keep an Epi pen with you at all times, no 
matter where you are, and wear shoes.  If stung by a honeybee, the first thing you should do is 
remove the stinger. The end of the honeybee’s stinger is barbed and will remain stuck in the skin 
even if the bee is removed. Muscles in the stinger allow it to continue pumping venom into the 
victim, even if it’s no longer connected to the bee, for up to a minute or until the stinger is 
removed. The sooner the stinger is removed, the less venom will enter the wound.  
 
How to remove the stinger: 
Do not pull the stinger out with your fingers or tweezers because this will squeeze out more 
venom. Instead, scrape the stinger out with your fingernail, the edge of a credit card, a dull knife 
blade, or other straight edged object. 
 
Swarming Honey Bees 
Swarming is actually a natural act that happens when there are too many bees produced in the 
hive, and a portion of them leave with the original queen in search of a new home. If you are 
witness to this phenomenon, keep your distance and relish what you are experiencing!  Do not 
attempt to intervene, rather contact an experienced beekeeper and by all means DO NOT 
SPRAY WITH PESTICIDES.  
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Resources 
In the Boston area there are many resources and skilled beekeepers including;  
 
• Norfolk County Beekeepers Association http://norfolkbees.org/ 
The Norfolk County Beekeepers Association (NCBA) is dedicated to apiculture and the 
education of the art & science of beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculture, and the general 
public.  
 
• Boston Beekeepers Club https://www.facebook.com/BostonBeekeepers 
This group is dedicated to: 
- learning why bees need help, how to keep bees in urban environments 
- beekeeping in authorized public and private spaces, bee outreach and education 
- potlucks and celebrations around bees, community outreach, honey! 
 
• Follow The Honey http://followthehoney.com/ 
Follow The Honey is not just a store, it's a honeybee-centric STORY [an adventure!] illuminating 
the landscape, wildlife and humanity from whence its nectar flow originates. 
 
Award winning films on the honeybee are available through the library, Netflix and online 
• More than Honey http://morethanhoneyfilm.com/ 
 
• Queen of the Sun http://morethanhoneyfilm.com/ 
 
• Vanishing of the Bees http://www.vanishingbees.com/ 
 
 


