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March is Arts in the Schools Month and the celebrations have already begun.  For the 

past two Fridays (we had to start early because of calendar challenges later in the month), 

the cafeteria has been turned into a performance hall.  Ms. Stinson has been recruiting 

student performers in her music classes.  Singers, instrumentalists, pianists and even 

poetry readers have all been practicing for their moment in the spotlight.  We’ve been 

dividing the performances by grade levels so we can manage our audience size.  The first 

week our older students were on stage.  Last Friday PK-2
nd

 grade took over.  I must say 

that I am so proud of our audience behavior for these events.  Each and every performer 

is treated with the greatest respect.  If you need to start a piece, over that is okay.  

Everyone sits quietly while composure is regained.  And every performer receives a 

vigorous round of applause.  The children at Lafayette have learned that every 

performance takes practice and confidence.  It is to be respected. 

 

In the early childhood arts trailer, the students have been learning about the art of 

Alexander Calder.  They’ve created their own mobiles and sculptures.  You can see them 

in the hallway overlooking the PK playground.  The Jacob Lawrence Great Migration 

painting series is used each year in some grade level as part of African American History 

Month studies.  This year the first grade used the pictures as a jumping off point for their 

own story collages.  With the fourth grade studying early American history, a Kennedy 

Center course on using portraiture to teach art and history is being put to good use.  Just 

what does all that stuff in the background of a portrait really mean?  What can you learn 

about a historical figure by looking at what is included?  And then can you create your 

own setting for a portrait. 

 

At lunch time, the 5
th

 grade sewers have been busy on this year’s quilt.  Using Depression 

Era patterns, quilt blocks have been made and are being turned into this year’s auction 

quilt.  It hasn’t been easy learning how to use needles, pins, irons and a sewing machine.  

There have been some stuck fingers and the students have learned the sewing phrase ‘as 

ye sew so shall ye rip’.  But the quilt is coming together nicely. 

 

Next week we will have Amy Duma from the Kennedy Center come for a visit.  Mrs. 

Duma is the Director of Education and has been instrumental in our work as a Changing 

Education Through the Arts school.  She will be observing in various classes and talking 

with teachers about courses they have taken.  Many of the teachers at Lafayette have been 

taking a class called Tiny Toy Tales this year and working with the instructor Sean Layne 

through our affiliation with the Kennedy Center.  Some of this work will be on display 

for Mrs. Duma. 

 

Later in March, the kindergarten classes will take over the stage as they present the 

annual kindergarten plays.  This is one of the highlights of the year.  Songs are being 

learned in music class.  Lines are being memorized.  Everyone will be on stage taking 

part.  For some children, getting up on stage is a wonderful activity.  For others, it takes 



some encouraging.  But when you work with a group and help each other everyone has a 

great time. 

 

So it is a busy month at Lafayette.  We know lots of you will be attending one or more 

events.  You will be helping with costumes and learning parts.  You will be applauding 

our children’s achievements.  And while March may formally be arts month, we have 

many more events planned for later in the school year, too.  One month isn’t long enough 

to showcase how we use the arts to teach at Lafayette.  It really takes the whole school 

year.  Because we use the our arts integration strategies for reading comprehension, 

poetry writing, social studies and math.  They are another way we learn at Lafayette.  A 

very important way. 


