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BATTLE of the BOOKS Is New 4th Grade Tradition

             by Jordan Engel, 4F

     The Battle of the Books has been fought. No it wasn’t a war; it was a book battle. About eighty  
fourth graders participated in the tournament. Here are all the teams that were in the battle: the 
Washington Readskins, the Turquoise Turtles, the Super Pages, the Quintuple Threat, the Avengers--
Earth’s Mightiest Readers, the Break Dancing Book Worms, the Square Eyes, the Llamas, the Lolly 
Pop Gang, the Reading Warriors, the Rebel Readers, the Bookinators, the Jalapeño Dogs, the Page 
Turning Pandas, the Dawn of the Cookies, and DJ’s  Bears Book Club. The battle was fought on April 
18 from 6:30-8:30. The original idea for Battle of the Books came from a radio program in the 1940s. 
Today the battle is fought all across the country. Have fun next year 3rd graders!
              Editor’s Note: For winners and more B.O.B coverage, see p. 6-7
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5th Grade Informance: 
The Great Depression and The Great Migration 
 

by Maddie Breeden, 5JB

       Fifth graders learned to swing dance, make parts of a 
quilt and draw pictures of the Great Migration, the Great 
Depression, and the Harlem Renaissance all in less than 
four months.  The fifth graders are putting together an 
“informance” to perform to parents and Lafayette students 
on the American Experience of the early 20th century. The 
performance will be held this coming Thursday, April 25th. 
The 5th graders will have their artwork projected onto a big 
screen for the audience to view. 
     Mr. Jewett’s class sketched Dorthea Lange photos of the 
Dust Bowl. Ms. Jeans’s class drew Harlem Renaissance 
photos. Mr. Gregal’s class is doing Jacob Lawrence panels 
of the Great Depression and Ms. Jackson’s class is 
depicting Harlem Renaissance pictures with chalk and oil 
water.  All the classes will sing Happy Days Are Here Again 
and It Don’t Mean a Thing and will swing dance, too. The special part of the swing dancing is that there 

is a music break where groups of 2-3 will perform a 
swing dance they made up themselves! Mr. Jewett 
and Mr. Gregal’s prepared Great Migration maps, 
which took 2 weeks to complete. “The 5th graders will 
do great on their informance,” predicted Mr. Jewett. 
“They will portray what it was like to be a person 
living during those years of America history.”

Student Council Update
          Student Council plans for this year’s talent 
show are underway. Tryouts were held the week 
we got back from spring break. Everyone who tried 
out made it. They were all great and very talented.
            Here is how the talent show will work: There 
will be three winners from each grade. First place 
winners from each grade will win  $10 gift cards to 
Broad Branch Market. All other winners will get 
small prizes that are yet to be decided. The talent 
show will be on April 26th. 
          
             --Maddie Gold, Secretary

Food line for the unemployed during the 
Great Depression.

From Food lines to Chorus lines...that was the 
Great Depression. Ms. Jackson rehearses some 
students for Thursday evening’s “informance.”



Notebusters is Wicked!
by Maddie Breeden, 5JB

 
Have you been to the music room after school on 

Thursdays? If you go, you will see kids who are known as 
Notebusters.  Notebusters is a singing group. The program meets 
once a week for a half hour at Horace Mann, Janney, Murch and 
Lafayette elementary schools. This session the songs are from The 
Wiz, the Wizard of Oz, and the Broadway musical Wicked. The Wiz 
is a movie based on the Wizard of Oz and stars Diana Ross 
singing Home and Gold. The Wizard of Oz is a classic movie 
starring Judy Garland with many munchkins.  They, of course, tell 
her to Follow the Yellow Brick Road.  There are also many good 
songs in Wicked, and Notebusters will sing the crowd favorite 
Popular. 

Notebusters goal is “To provide, through music, an after school experience for children to 
strengthen and nurture their positive self image.” 

The Notebuster's teachers include Alex Helsabeck, the artistic and musical director; Dr. Shellie 
Wood, the administrative director; Emily Pinna, the director of visual communication;Tony Nalker, the 
piano player; John Knox, the audio expert, and  Andre McRae and Jesse Neace as the site directors. 
Colin Eaton is the vocal coach and artist in residence, and Matthew 
Perry Heil, the assistant director for Noteboomers. Last but not least, 
Holy Shockey is an assistant and choreographer.

Notebusters also has backup singers called NoteBoomers. 
NoteBoomers are parents who sing with the kids’ choir. They also 
dance! At the Michael Jackson and Whitney Houston concert in the 
Fall they danced to Thriller. They mostly sing backup or parts of 
songs that are too hard for children to sing. 
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Was	  Jump	  Rope	  For	  Heart	  a	  Success?
by Hannah Darnell and Angeline Daniels, 4F

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   All the jumping last February was worth it!  We 
raised over $20,000 and delivered four pies into the 
faces of four Lafayette staff members.
       Last Friday, Ms. McClure announced that Ms. 
Yedwab’s class raised the most--$2,508.  Later in 
the assembly, four students pied four teachers/staff.  
The students were Ella Pearlman Chang, 5JB, 
Catherine Hammes, 5G, Jeremy Jensen, 5JJ, and 
Jordan Engel, 4F.  The teachers were Ms. McClure 
and Mr. Jackson. The administrators were Ms. Main 
and Mr. McCoy.  We asked Ms. McClure 

beforehand if she was excited and she was 
very excited.  So was Jump Rope For Heart a 
success?  We’re going to let you answer that.        

You are invited to 
see the Notebusters 
perform on Sunday, 
June 2nd, at Wilson 

Ms. McClure 
Catherine Hammes a 
moment before she lets 
Mr. Jackson have a pie.
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Life After Lafayette
by Rosalia Inglima, 5JL

Hello, and welcome to Life After Lafayette! Believe it or not, many people that used to go to 
Lafayette still live in the area! Even some Lafayette students’ parents! This week I interviewed former 
Lafayette veteran, Paul Banks, a Freshman at Harvard 
College.

Bear Facts: What year did you graduate from 
Lafayette?
Paul Banks: I graduated from Lafayette in 2006.

BF: Who were your Lafayette teachers?
PB: I came to Lafayette in the middle of first grade. 
Then, my teacher was Ms. Phillips. In second grade, 
Ms. Rankin was my teacher. The next year my teacher 
was Ms. Culver. After that, Ms. McClanahan was my 
teacher. In fifth grade, Mr. Jewett was my teacher. 
Back then, sixth grade was part of Lafayette. Ms. 
Freund was my teacher that year.

BF: How has Lafayette helped you in life?
PB: Lafayette helped me start learning. The teachers were very helpful. Mr.Thurston and Ms. Echave 
were especially great.

BF: What are some of your Lafayette memories?
PB: I best remember playing off-the-wall at recess and having a good time at Mathcounts.

BF: What is learning like at Harvard?
PB: It’s very different than learning at Lafayette. Mostly, professors give lectures to big groups of 
students. For the most part, students do more work outside of class than in class.

BF: What is the Harvard mascot?
PB: The Harvard mascot is John Harvard, and the sports teams are called “The Crimson.”

BF: What are the Harvard sports teams?
PB: Harvard has too many sports teams to list! The basketball team has done especially well lately.

BF: What is your major?
PB: I haven’t yet decided on a major.

BF: What is your favorite subject?
PB: It’s hard to decide because there are so many subjects in college. Right now, my favorite class is 
English.

BF: Thank you for your time!
PB: No problem!

The front of Harvard College, the 
oldest college in the United States. 
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Students Prepare for Arts Night
by Abby Brickman, 5JL

 Arts Night is coming up, and every class is practicing for it.  The Pre-K 
through first grades’ Arts Night is May 16th and Arts Night for second through 
fourth grades is May 30th. Because they are returning from Gettysburg on that 
day, the fifth graders won’t perform their pieces until graduation. 
 Each class has been practicing with Ms. Porter or Ms. Perll for their 
performances on Arts Night.  The classes will play instruments and sing 
different songs.  Some of the songs are in different languages; some are in 
English, and some are in both.  

The advanced band, beginner band, step team and the percussion and guitar ensembles are 
both performing. They will be performing on May 16th at the Pre-K through 2nd grade Arts Night.

Arts Night is not just about the music though.  Every student will pick a favorite picture to hang on 
display in the school.  The parents will be able to see all of the beautiful artwork. Arts Night is also when 
the edition of Images, the students’ art and literary anthology, will be coming out. Every student in the 
school has both art work and writing in it. Everyone can’t wait for Arts Night! 

Lafayette in History
Editors Note: As promised in last edition, editor Torin O’Brien 
is continuing her column about the history of Lafayette. Since 
today’s Lafayette students have never experienced a teacher 
strike here are some things you need to know:

A strike is when a group of workers decides NOT to work. By 
doing this they hope to call people’s attention to working conditions or pay issues that they 
want to change.

Picket: Even though it sounds like a fence, a picket line is made up of the workers who have 
decided NOT to work. They “picket” by carrying signs that explain why they are on strike. Out 
of respect/sympathy for the striking workers, most people Will NOT cross a picket line. Others 
do, and that was how it was at Lafayette in 1972.

by Torin Obrien, 5JJ

 On September 19th, 1972 Lafayette teachers joined with other DCPS teachers and went on 
strike.  The teachers complained that they were not paid enough and that they were not given an 
adequate amount of supplies. Teachers picketed the school, and many kids had no school during this 
time. Of course, some parents took their kids into the school anyway, and others were even substitute 
teachers. Some parents kept their kids out and “home schooled” them temporarily.
 On October 2nd, the strike was over. The teachers got a 12% pay raise and more supplies. Yet 
another strike followed. Eleven teachers at Lafayette were fired and as were 750 teachers across 
D.C. The school district fired every teacher who had not taught for at least ten years. To make matters 
worse (then better), the teachers who were left went on strike to protest the firing of their colleagues.
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Editor’s Note: Before the Battle, reporter Jordan Engel surveyed many of the fourth graders who 
participated in order to find which of the five books they read was liked the most: Turtle in 
Paradise, The Year of Miss Agnes, The Chocolate Touch, The Enormous Egg or a Strong Right 
Arm. As you can see from her graph, the clear winner was Turtle in Paradise.

Lafayette Elementary School       April 23, 2013

And the Winners Are...
   While all fourth graders who participated are 
winners for reading five books and working 
together in teams, of course, only three teams 
could be “The Winners.” They are the 
Breakdancing Bookworms, first place; Jalapeño 
Dogs, second, and Dawn of the Cookies, third. 

Students’ Favorite B.O.B. Book

All About April
by Torin O’Brien, 5JJ

 April is known for April Fools day, Presidents’ Day, and 
maybe National Poetry Month. Completely normal right? 
WRONG! April is the home of tons of other holidays, just not 
many are well known.
 Do you like pecans? Caramel Popcorn? Cheese balls? 
Then you might wish you were born in April. The 17th, 14th, and 
the 7th are the days you’re prompted to stuff your face with the 
mentioned treats
 Maybe you are a Girl Scout. The 22nd is National Girl 
Scout Leader Day, a day to honor all the parents who volunteer 
for Girl Scouts, so all you girl scouts, on the 22nd, you better 
make sure to thank your moms!
 Fun Fact: Did you know that April first wasn’t always 
April Fools Day? It actually used to be Christmas Day until 350 
A.D. when the new Roman calendar changed that date to  
Dec. 25.  April First was New Years Day, once upon a time!
 Remember there’s more to April than you might think.

Spring Poem
S unflowers Beaming
P retty Daffodils
R ainbows after Rain
 I n the Spring you can do Wonderful things
N ice Beautiful Weather
G etting our Swimming Suits and Jumping    
    into the Cold Water 

--Der’Yonna Carr, 5JJ

L to R: First place winners: Samantha Jolles, 
Maddie Eggen, Gigi Cestari and Ally Han. 



Scenes from B.O.B-2013
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Photos by Jordan Engel, 4F
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Have You Heard of Ducky Tape?
by Abby Gorman and Alex Waterman, 5JJ

! Sammy Toggas and Elena Michaels started making things during indoor recess using duct tape 
that they found in class. They started making wallets and bracelets and eventually decided to start a 
business. They let Tara Cousins join their business and it took off from there. You have may seen others 
making duct tape creations, so now you can find out more about how Sammy, Elena and Tara started a 
trend. 

Bear Facts:  What do you sell?
Workers:  Bow ties, wallets, purses, hand bags, 
bracelets, neck ties, and pencil pouches. The 
wallets sell the best. 

BF:  Did you start out as a business or just for 
fun? 
Workers:  Just for fun.

BF: What are the prices?
Workers:  Wallets are $2; pencil pouches are 
also $2, and so are purses. Bow ties and neckties 
are $1, and bracelets are 25 cents.

BF:  How is 
your business going?
Workers:  We are doing very well. So far we have made about 
$75.
BF: What kind of duct tape do you have?
Workers: We have penguin, Colts, Cowboys, striped, denim, clear, 
checkered, zebra, glow-in-the-dark and splatter paint.

BF: They also made a wallet out of red and yellow tape for $3 and 
all they money earned from that wallet went to Pennies for 
Patients. 

! Now you know more about Ducky Tape business, and you 
can get some duct tape yourself and get started. You can buy it 
almost anywhere: Target, Hobby Lobby, Home Depot and Walmart 
all carry it. There are many online sources, too. Two are 
FindTape.com and Amazon.com.

! ! ! ! ! !        
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

L to R: Tara Cousins, Elena Michaels, Sammy Toggas, 
5th grade entrepreneurs [that means they know their 
business]!

A ducky tape bow tie, wallet, and 
purse are Bear approved!

                Coming This May!
  What: Honk Jr. (an entertaining musical with many Lafayette alums)      
      Where: Deal Middle School 
            When: Thurs., May 9, 7:30 pm, Fri., May 10, 7:30 pm, 
                        Sat., May 11, 6:00 pm
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Game Review:       by Yonatan Dawit, 5JJ

   Have you ever played The Simpsons Tapped Out? If you haven’t, this free game is for you. It 
came out in March, 2012, but is more popular now than before. The point is to rebuild the city of 
Springfield. Now you’re asking: “Rebuild? What happened to Springfield?” Well, when you download 
the game you get an Intro video that shows how Homer was playing a city-building game on his 
myPad [pun intended] and makes some decisions that cause the Power Plant to explode and destroy 
Springfield. Now it’s up to Homer--and to you--to bring back Springfield. 
  Springfield doesn’t just magically appear; you have to work for it. And there’s no end to the 
game; it get’s updated at least every month. There have been Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s and 
St. Patrick’s Day events. The way you play is to earn donuts and money to buy stuff that belongs in 
Springfield. For example, the first thing you get is “The Simpsons House”. Some things are free like 
the roads you can make and the pavement. The way you earn donuts or money is to make your 
characters do tasks. Those tasks award you with Money or XP. XP is the power that allows you to 
Level Up. The more levels you go up, the more buildings you unlock, and the price for things 
increases. Also, you can get stuff when the characters have an exclamation point on top of them. That 
means they have something bothering them or they want something done. Right now the highest level 
is level 27! From now through May, they have made a Whacking Day event, but it takes a while to 
Level Up! Luckily, this game is Free, but it can only be played on Apple devises and Androids. This 
means iTouch, iPad, iPhone, or Android phones and tablets. However, it won’t work on your Kindle. 
 

The Simpsons:
        The Simpsons is an animated TV 
show created by Matt Groening and 
shown on the Fox Broadcasting 
Company. The show’s characters 
including Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, 
Maggie, Santa’s Little Helper, their cat 
Snowball II and others are all well 
known because the show has been 
continuously running on TV since 1989.

DC CAS: No Need To Stress about Test
by Kaylin Brandon, 5G
	  	  	  	  	  	  	    Every year we take a test called the DC CAS. There are two subjects that 
all students in grades 2-5 are tested on: math and reading.  That test takes 
about two hours each morning and is completed over four days. Fourth and 
fifth graders also have to take another test in writing or in science, 
respectively. That takes another two hours on another morning. 
          Now to some students the DC CAS is just a big waste of time. The DC 
CAS is supposed to measure what a student has learned throughout the year, 
and District of Columbia Public Schools also uses it to measure how well the 

teachers have taught us. Therefore, as you begin the DC CAS this week, the important question to ask 
yourself is do you think taking it is a waste of time, or do you think it is important? 

Ms. Mosby, our school counselor is also our test coordinator. She says she truly misses the best 
part of her job, spending time with students, this time of the year because coordinating the test takes 
up so much of her time. “But this test is important. It’s important to do your best on any test you take. 
Believe in yourself; you’ve been learning all year. If you feel nervous do your deep breathing, use the 
mindfulness exercises and actors toolbox. Even think of something funny and picture your happy place. 
Our students will rock this test!”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Groening
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Groening
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Broadcasting_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Broadcasting_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Broadcasting_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Broadcasting_Company


Lafayette B-Ball Coaches Brought Us Much March Madness
by Catherine Hammes, 5G, and Hannah Darnell, 4F

 March Madness came to Lafayette this year as the parents and the staff faced off in a friendly 
game of everybody’s favorite March sport. On March 28th kids and grown ups gathered in the gym to 
watch their parents and/or teachers play. Students of the boys’ basketball team got to coach the 
game. The staff had three practices, though they weren’t really formal practices. Staff members on 
the team included Coaches Hover and Jackson, Ms. McClure, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Gregal, Mr. Rogall, 
Mr. Bell, Mr. Peter, and a special guest from Broad Branch Market--John. The parents had one 
practice, and in the end, that was enough to give them the win. We interviewed Mr. Jackson and Mr. 
Hover after the event. Here’s what they had to say. See Mr. Hover’s interview on p. 11.

Mr. Jackson Interview

Bear Facts: What and/or who gave you the idea for the Parent vs. 
Staff game?
Mr. Jackson: Mr. Hover and I decided it would be a fun way for 
parents and staff to interact.

BF: Did you participate in the game? If so what was the experience 
like?
MJ: I did play. It was a lot of fun. I don’t like to lose, but the parents’ 
team was a lot better and more dynamic than we were expecting.  So 
they dominated the game.

BF:  Who coached the two teams?
MJ: Alex Wise and Noah Gold coached the parents’ team and Luke 
Schauer and Rhajzon Rankins coached the staff team.

BF: Did anything surprise you about the game?
MJ: The number of parents who showed up ready to put a beating on 
the Lafayette staff.

BF: What was your favorite part of the whole game and/or process?
MJ: My favorite part of the game was watching the parents have fun at our expense.

BF: Did the parents and/or staff have any practices?
MJ: The staff had very informal practices. But we’ll practice harder next year and be more prepared.

BF: Do you think you’re going to make the game an annual event?
MJ: Yes, we plan on it.

BF: How did you establish the team and how’d you get the team together?
MJ: We sent emails out to the staff and left it open for anyone to play.

BF: Is there anything else you’d like people to know about the game?
MJ: Parents, we’ll be ready for you next year. LOL!

Mr. Jackson

10
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Much March Madness, Cont’d
by Catherine Hammes, 5G, and Hannah Darnell, 4F

 Interview with Coach Hover
Bear Facts: What and/or who gave you the idea to have the 
Parent vs. Staff game?
Mr. Hover: Because March Madness was coming up, I thought it 
would be a fun thing to do.

BF: Did you participate in the game? How was the experience? 
MH: Yes, I did participate and it was a lot of fun. I made three 
points.

BF: Who coached the two teams?
MH: Ummm, well Luke Schauer and Rhajzon Rankins coached 
the staff--with my assistance--and Alex Wise coached the 
parents’ team. I can’t remember who helped Alex.

BF: Did anything surprise you about the game?
MH: Yes, how the parents were so organized.

BF: What was your favorite part of the whole game and/or process?
MH: I liked watching Coach Jackson and a couple of parents playing. They were really determined.

BF: Did the parents and staff have any practices?
MH: The staff practiced a couple of times before the game and I believe the parents had one practice.

BF: How did you establish the team, and how’d you get the team together?
MH: I made several announcements; I sent emails; I printed and hung up flyers, and I put an article in 
the Tuesday Bulletin. 

BF: Is there anything else you’d like people to know about the game?
MH: We had a great time and we realized we aren’t as young as we thought we were. 

Mr. Hover

Pennies for Patience Update

! We raised..... $7,156.65 
dollars!! Congrats to everybody 
who donated. Everybody who 
donated made a difference. 
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Cupcake Corner
by Mizan Irby, 5JL

       Happy Spring! April is a beautiful month and for this beautiful month, you get a beautiful cupcake! 
You are going to have a lot of fun baking this delicious treat, but make a dozen or two, because your 

friends are all going to want some. This recipe makes 24 cupcakes
 
Ingredients:
1. Box of Betty Crocker Vanilla cupcake mix                            
2. sweetened coconut shavings                                   
3. Twizzlers                                                                    
4. green dye                                                                                              
5. 2 pkgs. of icing
6. miniature chocolate bunnies                                                                                                       

Instructions:
1.Wash the coconut and donʼt cut it till the middle or end. Mix the 
ingredients on the back of the box as instructed. 

2.Now mix up the cupcake batter. While you bake the cupcakes for 
20 minutes in  a pre-heated 350 degree oven, take the Twizzlers 
and curl them up. Keep icing in the freezer just to the point where it 

is not frozen. The icing will  make a platform for the bunny to sit on. Circle and seal it with the icing. 
When you are done with that put all of the platforms in the freezer for about 20 minutes. Take the 
cupcakes out. They should cool for 30 minutes. 

3. Shred the coconut and add two tablespoons of green dye. This will act as grass. Put a thin layer of 
icing and put our “grass” on it.

4. Put a bunny on each cupcake. You should be done in about 20 minutes. 

Celebrate spring by serving 
beautiful bunny cupcakes on 
pretty pastel plates.

Tools:
1 large mixing bowl
1 wooden spoon
   clean tools


