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Dinosaurs! By far the biggest and best science topic of all in the primary grades at 

Lafayette.  Just say the word and each and every child starts to regale you with 

information about the meanest, the biggest and the most unusual dinosaur that ever lived.  

A book about dinosaurs is to be read, read and read again as more dinosaur trivia is added 

to what is already known.  I wonder what held the imagination of children to such a 

degree before the first dinosaur bones were discovered and identified.  My guess is 

wolves since they play such a prominent role in so many fairy and folk tales.  But in 

prekindergarten at Lafayette, it was Dinosaur Week in Blue Base. 

 

Everywhere you looked in Blue Base, except maybe in the housekeeping center, you 

could see dinosaurs.  In the math center, making patterns is a big activity, mostly done 

with colored counting cubes.  But this week, little colored dinosaurs made their 

appearance along with pattern charts to use.  Little red, blue and yellow dinosaurs where 

arranged into various designs, along with a little dinosaur play fighting on the side.  The 

library center was filled with books about dinosaurs, most informational texts, but a few 

stories about dinosaurs and their moms.  The new picture books about dinosaurs are 

really beautiful.  Reflecting new research, dinosaurs now come in a wide range of colors 

and some even have the beginning of feathers.  And just the variety of sizes and shapes is 

exciting.   

 

Dinosaur vocabulary is everywhere to be seen.  Dinosaurs eat a lot.  Some eat plants, the 

herbivores.  Others eat each other, the carnivores.  If you catch and eat other dinosaurs, 

you are a predator.  If you are eaten, you are the prey.  And to try to be safe if you were a 

dinosaur, you lived in large groups called herds where you could protect each other, 

especially baby dinosaurs.  Dinosaur behavior was acted out in class.  Children took turns 

being the prey and the preyed upon as they moved throughout the classroom in dinosaur 

games.  Large posters were created as students sorted dinosaur pictures into various 

species groups.  And just mentioning T-rex or triceratops to the class meant you would 

now get to hear everything that had been learned about those dinosaurs. 

 

The creative play center was Dinoland, too.  There was a large basket of dinosaur 

figurines in the room that came out every time center play was on the schedule.  A big hit 

with boys, there was a lot of play hunting and eating going on as they acted out various 

scenarios with their dinosaurs.  Roles were passed around as dinosaurs changed hands.  

And as ‘violent’ as a confrontation may have been, the dinosaurs always returned 

unscathed later in the day for another opportunity to show their might. 

 

The Discovery Learning Channel has its Shark Week each year with night after night of 

adventures with those current big predators.  Enough to make you want to stay out of the 

water if you think about it a lot.  Here at Lafayette we have our Dinosaur Week.  A week 

of going back in time to the age when giants ruled the world.  To feel incredibly big even 

though you are the small ones at school.  To get to spend so much time with a topic that 



is just about the most interesting one of all.  Blue Base has been having lots of fun 

recently traveling back in time.  And learning while they were there. 


