
 
 
It’s quite the week at Lafayette. Even though there are only four school days we are managing to pack 
them full. Here’s a quick rundown of all that is happening. No wonder we are tired! 
 

Monday – the 100th day of school. We never quite know when this will occur. We only count days 
students are actually present. Our kindergarten students are the counters for the school. Each morning 
they add a new number to the charts they keep for us. Hurricane Sandy moved us back two days from 
our original guess. So February 11th was the day. All over the school activities took place related to the 
number 100. Mr. Thurston’s 100 square is in the Great Hall with daily math challenges. Zero our Hero 
will be visiting in the kindergarten area. In the fourth grader trailer you could find the annual read-a-
thon occurring, where the boys and girls try to see how many books they can read in one school day. 
And to end the day the boys’ basketball team had a game at 4 PM. Monday was also the day of our 
cluster spelling bee. This is the bee that determines which boys and girls will be going on to the DC 
regional bee later this spring. Linnea Byrne-Kvalsvik was the first place winner and will be representing 
Lafayette. 
 

Tuesday looks like it'll be a little bit calmer around here but that's only because we’re catching our 
breath before the perfect storm of Wednesday and Thursday. Many of the teachers have a Kennedy 
center course Tuesday after school, but it looks like the rest of the day will pretty much follow a regular 
schedule. Then comes Wednesday and Jump Rope For Heart Day. This event has become so big that 
we've had to divide it into two sections. So in the middle of the school day our prekindergarten, 
kindergarten, and first grade students will be doing their jumping. Then after school the older students 
will take over the gym and will be jumping for the rest of the afternoon. This has become quite a large 
operation that is run with military precision to make sure that everybody gets an opportunity to jump 
rope or dance and get snacks at the right time. 
 

On Thursday it's Valentine's Day. That afternoon will be classroom parties where the boys and girls will 
be sharing their Valentines, playing some games, and having some treats. This is our last classroom 
party of the school year. We’ll have some class picnics later on in June, but in the case of our fifth 
graders, this really is their last elementary school party. When Thursday ends the boys and girls will be 
dismissed for the long Presidents' Day weekend. 
 

On Friday the teachers will be back at school for a day of professional development. Some of the time 
will be spent looking at the results of our latest benchmark tests. Our prekindergarten teachers are 
hard at work updating a database that they use to keep the progress of your children. In the morning 
we are going to have a team from Ivymount School working with us on dealing with children with 
certain kinds of challenging behaviors. Last year the special education staff at Lafayette participated in 
a series of surveys on schools and how they deliver services to students with disabilities. For all of our 
work we received a grant that is allowing us to sponsor this professional development activity for all 
the teachers. 
 

When we come back on the 19th, it looks like a little more calm will start to reign around Lafayette. We 
have some other things to look forward to. The annual winter dance sponsored by the Student Council 
is in March. The kindergarten plays will all be taking place in March. And we celebrate our music in the 
schools’ month with our weekly concerts in the Great Hall. But I don't see a week on our future 
calendar that looks quite as crowded as this one. At least not until I get to June. That's when it gets 
really crazy around here. 
 


