
It’s hard to believe the school year is winding down.  With the cool weather fooling the students into 

thinking summer is still a ways away, that antsy late spring feel in a school is missing.  Everyone still 

seems very focused on school work and not so much on what they will be doing over summer break.  It 

will only take a few warm days to turn that upside down.   

As part of our planning for summer, Lafayette has a reading and library committee that gears up each 

spring to review and update our summer reading activities. Each grade level has a representative on the 

committee and the books from the previous summer are reviewed and it is decided whether we want to 

continue having those books read this summer. New books appear that the teachers really like and think 

they would like to introduce to the students. Others have been on the list for a long time and just seem 

a little bit dated.  While a few seem to be Lafayette traditions now.  What would third grade be without 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins. New books are looked at that align with the social studies of science curriculum. 

And then a list of activities is developed to go along with the summer reading.  All of this will be posted 

on the HSA website.  

We include lots of other books on the list that we think are age and grade level appropriate for your 

children. There is a rather extensive early childhood list of read aloud and picture books. The upper 

grades lists include some challenge books. But there is no way that we can list all the available books 

that a boy or girl could read over summer vacation. So parents often ask how they can select books that 

are appropriate for their children to read. Here are a few ideas. 

If your child is in the primary grades at Lafayette, kindergarten, first or second, they have already have 

this discussion as part of their reading instruction. One of the activities in their morning reading rotation 

is called read to self. Boys and girls have an opportunity during the school day to read a book that they 

have specifically picked for their own enjoyment. We talk a lot about how you get to pick a book and 

what you should look for when you go to the classroom library. You'll often hear the boys and girls and 

teachers talk about a good fit book. We use the acronym I PICK as part of that instruction. The I stands 

for I choose a book. The P stands for purpose. Why do I want to read this book? The next I stands for 

interest. Does this book and topic interest me? The C has to do with comprehension.  Am I 

understanding what I am reading? The final letter in our phrase, the K asks the reader do I know most of 

the words? In the professional development book that we used when we introduced these ideas to our 

students the example those teachers give is all the different kinds of shoes you can pick to wear.  Boys 

and girls get this very quickly. At Lafayette on PE day you wear your sneakers. We don't wear flip-flops in 

the middle of the winter. We pick shoes for their various purposes and now we’re going to pick books 

the same way.  The teachers also model different kinds of books you can choose to read. How some of 

them are for pleasure and others are for information. You may be very interested in learning lots about 

animals right now and animal books are very attractive so pick one of those. Other boys and girls enjoy 

reading various authors series. We ask the boys and girls especially in the lower grades to read a page or 

two. Are you stumbling over too many words? That may not be a good fit book for you. But other boys 

and girls who may be extremely interested in a particular science topic are willing to stumble over new 

vocabulary because they have a high level of interest in that topic. That book may be okay if you are 

willing to work.  



American book publishers have also developed lots of different systems to determine various grade 

levels of books. Most of us understand grade levels expressed in the decimal system, a book being 

appropriate for someone in the third grade would be described as a 3.2 reader. Another very common 

system in use was developed by two reading teachers and is called the Fountas and Pinnell system.  In 

this case letters are used to describe various grade levels. Books that are ranked A to J best describe first 

grade level materials. K to M cover second-grade, N-P third-grade, Q and R 4th grade, and S and T 5th 

grade.   By the time you get to Z you  are in high school. The levels are determined by the complexity of 

the text, the level of the vocabulary, and some of the themes that are introduced.  Many times 

children's books have either a grade level or an alphabetic level printed somewhere on the book for you 

to use in making choices. Lafayette teachers have used the alphabet levels to develop their classroom 

libraries. Boys and girls are very comfortable about going up to a book box that is labeled  J and look for 

a book there that will probably be a good fit for them.  Mrs. Perlin also helps them look for good fit 

books in the library.  

These levels are not written in stone. There's movement up and down as boys and girls discover new 

authors and books go in and out of fashion. Sometimes a student will read a book a little bit lower just 

because it's fun, has interesting characters, and everyone else is talking about it. A lot like what I call a 

hot beach book. Other times boys and girls will take a reach and move up a few letters because again it 

seems to be a book that they really, really want  to read and are willing to put in the effort. There are 

lots of ways for you to also find out what level a book is if you can't find it on the actual copy. One 

website we use a lot is called Scholastic book Wizard. Just Google that and you'll get some boxes where 

you can enter the name of a book and it will immediately give you an alphabetic grade level. We often 

use Amazon as another way to determine appropriateness of books by reading their reviews and looking 

at their suggested age levels.  Reader comments also help.   

So get ready for summer reading.  On June 1, Politics and Prose will be donating 20% of all the day’s 

proceeds generated by Lafayette customers to the Home and School Association.    Their children’s 

department is extremely helpful is you are interested in something specific.  Download new selections 

on your Kindles and Nooks.  My suggestion for this summer – this year’s Newberry Award Winner, The 

One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate.    Reading level 3.3.  Amazon says for ages 8 and up.  

Currently a hot number at Lafayette.  Read it first yourself and then share it with your children.  Read it 

with them or let them read it on their own.  You will cry and so will they as they hear the voice of Ivan, a 

gorilla, tell his story.  They will WANT to discuss this story with you and they should.  The best children’s 

book of the year.   All of us who have read it absolutely agree.       


