
 
Building Area (sqft): 
5,200 SF  
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
Not Available  
 
Construction Cost: 
Information withheld at 
the request of the owner 
 
Date of Completion: 
2009 

Program Summary: 
A interior renovation of a medical school’s library that infuses the existing 
space with a new, vibrant program. 
 
Program Statement: 
The Library serves 6 schools on an urban campus and comprises 3 floors 
of one building.  In order to better serve students beyond the normal 
library hours of operation, a 24/7 operating Library Commons designed in 
the library’s space previously dedicated to audiovisual collections and 
current serials stacks.  The new Library Commons is divided into multi-
media rooms, a café, coffee bar, and study lounges. The focal point of the 
café and coffee bar is a 1931 Enrique Alvarez frieze celebrating the 
Conquering of Yellow Fever. Custom display cases and privacy screens 
provide intimacy for the various lounges and offer the students 
opportunities for both independent and group study. A series of custom 
display cases establish acoustical and visual barriers between the study 
and social spaces while avoiding isolation. In addition to the display 
cases, CNC-routed privacy screens were designed using abstracted 
medical imagery: fat cells, neurons, and heart muscles. The designs are 
both playful and provocative. Housing a multitude of objects and artifacts, 
the display cases establish a medical gallery for both pleasure and 
education, showcasing the history of both the institution and the practice 
of medicine in the local area. Together with improved lighting, custom 
furniture, and quality finishes, the new Library Commons has reinvented 
the existing inactive library, improving the quality of life for the faculty, 
staff, and students. 



Before the renovation, the 
Library Commons housed the 
audiovisual stations,  
current serials stacks, and 
underutilized  study areas. 
 



 
 

Top Image: Floor Plan 
 
The new Library Commons 
incorporates a mix of program 
spaces including study 
lounges, multi-media rooms, a 
gallery, café, and coffee bar. 
The project was design 
without any doors to allow the 
spaces to be visually 
connected in order to promote 
student and to  
Create a sense of security 
during late-night study hours 
when the Commons is open.  
 
 
Bottom Image: Reflected 
Ceiling Plan 
 
A variety of ceiling types and 
light fixtures are incorporated 
throughout the Library 
Commons reinforcing the 
unique mix of spaces: 
individual study spaces, group 
study spaces, and lounges.   



From the elevator lobby 
medical gallery, a series of 
acoustical baffles, the Library 
Common’s “circulation spine” 
draws users through the 
space and terminates at a 
display case featuring a 
human skeleton. A series of 
study spaces and lounges are 
separated from the main 
circulation spine by display 
cases housing medical 
artifacts and CNC milled 
privacy screens. The privacy 
screens, derived from medical 
imagery, are also 
incorporated at the Library 
Common’s café and multi-
media rooms. Above the 
Library Commons Café, an 
amoeba shaped ceiling 
suspends over the café’s 
dining area.  



As students, faculty, staff,  
and visitors step off the  
elevator at the John. P.  
Isché Library, they face a  
large custom designed  
display case that houses  
various historic medical  
objects and artifacts.  
 
The display case “wall” is 

clad in maple panels,  
and the ceramic floor 
tiles are have a grayish 
purple hue,  

subtly reflecting the  
university's colors. The  
double sided glass display 
cases is composed of  
frameless glass sections  
with an aluminum top and  
bottom rail by Blumcraft.  
 



The main study area in the  
Library Commons includes 
several computer stations,  
data outlets, and study  
tables. The soft glow of the 
 study lounge creates a   
safe and welcoming 
environment for 24/7  
studying. Overhead, a  
series of Cylindro hanging  
pendants by Delray  
Lighting provide direct  
overhead lighting. 
  



 
 

Left Image: A custom 
fabricated magazine rack and 
computer station visually 
separate two study areas 
without completely isolating 
the spaces.  
 
Right Image: A display case 
for skeletons sits at the 
termination of the Library 
Commons’ central “circulation 
spine.” 
 
 
 
 



The amoeba-shaped 
acoustical  floating ceiling 
and egg shaped Foscarini 
pendant lights at the 
Library Commons Café 
further reinforce the 
medical inspiration for the 
Facility.   
 
On display at the café is “The 

Conquest of Yellow  
Fever” by Enrique Alferez, 
a Mexican-born sculptor. The 

600-pound frieze  was 
created for the 
University’s School of 
Medicine in 1931. After 
the frieze was restored it 
was given a prominent 
and permanent location 
in the Library Commons 
Café,  

surrounded by white,  
iridescent glass tiles. 
 
At the opposite end of the 

café, an illuminated 
coffee bar serves café 
style food and 
beverages.  

 



Adjacent to the elevator  
Lobby and gallery space, a  
series of display cases line  
the circulation spine of the  
Library Commons, creating 
a linear gallery.  The glass 
 and maple cases were  
designed to be one-sided  
so the orientation of the  
displays could alternate  
between circulation space  
and study areas, enlivening 
all sides of the space. 



Using CNC technology, 
custom privacy screens were 
developed for the Library 
Commons utilizing abstracted 
medical imagery. Diagrams 
were created for the fabricator 
utilizing color to differentiate 
between different routing 
techniques: etched shapes, 
beveled curves, convex + 
concave shapes, fully routed 
shapes, etc.  



  

Left Image: Detail view of the 
heart muscle privacy screen. 
 
Right Image: Detail view of 
the fat cell privacy screen 
 
Views throughout the Library 
Commons are animated as 
students catch layered 
glimpses through the privacy 
screens into other areas of 
the Library  Commons.  
 
The previous office-like 
space,  illuminated by 
repetitive rows of fluorescent 
fixtures has been replaced 
with a variety of light sources. 
 
 
 
 



Detail view of the neuron 
privacy screen beyond the 
illuminated Library Commons 
Café coffee bar counter.  
 
The Library Commons after 
the renovation is 
contemporary, state-of- 
the-art facility.  



Project Name: 
John P. Isché Library Commons 
 
Project Location: 
LSU Health Sciences Center 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Owner/Client: 
LSUHSC Health Sciences Center  
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
studioWTA 
1119 Tchoupitoulas Street 
New Orleans, LA  70130 
 
Project Team: 
Wayne Troyer, AIA 
Julie Babin, AIA 
 
Landscape Architect: 
N/A 
 
Consultants: 
Monarch Industries - Millwork 
Blumcraft - Glass Shelves + Rails 
GVA Engineers - M/E/P 

Photographer(s): 
 
Slide No.  Photographer 
 
11-12  Neil Alexander 
5-9, 11-12  Jeff Johnston  
2   Julie Babin 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

