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A taskforce will be set up to fight 

pollution and litter in the Yarra 
River and Port Phillip Bay. 
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THE State Government will launch a five-year plan to clean up the Yarra and Port 

Phillip Bay.  

A high-level taskforce has been set up to fight pollution and litter while giving the public easier 
access to water quality data. 

News of the action plan comes after an algal bloom scare in the bay in January and a Herald Sun 

report that revealed the Yarra was often too filthy for swimming at popular picnic spots. 

Environment Protection Authority figures showed that bacteria levels in the lower and middle 

Yarra had not changed in the past six years. 

Environment and Climate Change Minister Ryan Smith said yesterday that the Yarra was largely 

healthy, but still needed better protection. 

"Obviously after the sort of rain events we've seen over the last few months, we do get a lot 
washed down," he said. 

"What we want to do is to make sure that the different agencies don't overlap with what they're 

doing, but more importantly that any gaps that are identified are filled." 

The taskforce will comprise the EPA, Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria, the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment and community representatives. 

Parks Victoria collects more than 500 tonnes of rubbish and organic debris a year in 14 litter 
traps along the Yarra. 

The EPA has issued more than 100,000 litter fines over the past five years and 45,000 Victorians 
reported litter offences over the same period. 

Fines range from $122 for a cigarette butt thrown from a car to up to $5000 if the matter goes 

to court. 

Mr Smith said the amount of rubbish found floating in the river should be a wake-up call to the 
community. 

"We need to be proud of our Yarra and bay, and part of this is ensuring that all Victorians 
understand that every action upstream, both the good and the bad, has an impact downstream 
on the Yarra," he said. 

 


