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Co!ecti"ns
We have a science cupboard in our living room containing a collection of 
tiny nests, dried seed pods, bird feathers from travels around the countryside 
and beautiful snail shells from our own back garden. Right next to this 
cupboard is the perfect spot to display the flat rocks John has carried with 
him wherever he has lived. They are the rocks his dad, Lyle, collected 
during the five years he was fighting cancer. He painted on these rocks as 
a way to keep busy when his health was failing. Given just months to live, 
he survived for five years and died when John was ten. The rocks we have 
are all without paint except for one that has the beginning of a sunflower 
painted on it. 
I remember being very touched by John’s attachment to these rocks, knowing 
that Lyle had taught him to be an expert rock skipper and these would all 
make wonderful skipping rocks. At first I did not know quite what to do 

with them and they were kept in the potting shed, but then one day about ten years ago they disappeared. Emma confessed to 
making a game of skipping them off our front porch. After John carefully fought through the wicked climbing rose that grows 
up the front of our home and across the roof, he retrieved the rocks and I decided they would be better kept in the house. So they 
are mostly in neat little stacks next to the science cupboard. 
At least that is where they are most of the time. Our younger grandchildren have picked up right where Emma and our older 
grandchildren left off in moving the stacks around the living room, learning about size, weights and balances as they go. They 
know the only rule is that they not take them outside. At sixteen, Emma has heard many stories about this grandfather she never 
knew, and she no longer asks about the rocks. But our grandchildren do, and the whole game of moving them from here to there 
and sometimes asking questions about them has been a way for them to learn about their great-grandfather. If these rocks were 
out of sight Lyle would be out of mind, but this way they hear stories and, at six or seven years of age, they begin to understand 
the connection between their Grandpa John and their Great Grandpa Lyle. And I find it interesting that Emma has introduced a 
new wrinkle to our family’s game of rock collecting, for we now have two round rocks she collected on last summer’s camping 
trip. With one the size of a marble and one the size of a baseball, a completely different profile has been added to the mix. 
Always the quiet thinker with incredible foresight … I wonder who she is hoping will remember her.

Toni Christianson

Photo by Greg Phipps

S#agit V$!ey Gian% P&m'kin F(stiva) – S(* I+sid*
“ Best of all was the simple, irrelevant quality of it all. You 
planted and nourished this little seed, and you got this 
enormous gourd in a fluorescent color that was good for 
just about nothing except gawking at.”

Hartford Courant, September 28, 1984

The pumpkin vine grew “over the north end of the garden 
wall ... passed right under a sled, thence over another wall, 
then through a cabbage patch and orchard, thence down a 
long hill, and at last crossed a stream of water four rods 
wide.”  Spirit of the Times, January 25, 1845
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P,imrose -./ 0e Sweet S&m1ertime
Summer is finally here and we are caught up in thoughts of warm weather, beachcombing, 
and, of course, gardening. We are all about porch living, garden parties, picnics and outdoor 
weddings. The back of our shop is filled with antique and vintage wedding accessories 
from France and England, including wax, millinery and metal tiaras along with silk and 
lace garters with darling beaded and ribbon flowers. All would add a very special touch 
to a garden wedding. We also have antique and vintage bodices and skirts to be combined 
and used as wonderful gowns along with wide silk ribbons for sashes and trims. Our 
vintage camisole tops work wonders for a one-of-a-kind look with jeans and shorts or as a 
cover up with bathing suits, and our lightweight all-cotton or all-bamboo nighties are cool 
and comfortable for sipping morning coffee on your porch or deck.
You will also find all manner of wedding and shower gifts, from unusual antique mirrors, 
frames, pillows, linens, English eiderdowns, French quilts and French floral and toile 
fabrics, to fragrant candles, soaps, cookbooks and kitchen accessories. And if picnics are 
an important part of your life, we have new and vintage baskets to pack for a romantic 
evening on the beach or on your porch. We have wine glasses, lacy linen basket liners, 
candles, small marble and wooden cheese boards and colorful pasta for a cold salad. We 
also have very wide brimmed hats for your day at the beach, or a “Downton Abbey” CD 
if you are home on your porch. A bowl of our flavored popcorns may also be in order. 
We carry our three favorite flavors; Lemon and Sea Salt, Parmesan and Rosemary, and 
Vermont Maple Syrup and Sea Salt. We hope you will be inspired to make wonderful 
summer memories.

FIVE FOR … O&2 sta3 pi4s 5.6 s7cia) 8a9:(; situati"ns
Five for a fragrant white garden
1.  Phlox paniculata ‘David’

fills summer days & nights with 
fragrance

2.  Sweet pea ‘Memorial Flight’ 
keep it picked and it will bloom 
from June to frost

3.  Angel’s Trumpet (Brugmansia)
heady tropical fragrance; move  
indoors in winter

4.  White-flowering Akebia quinata
fast-growing vine, sweet fragrance in spring

5.   Rose ‘Bobbie James’ (climber) 
powerful, sweet fragrance; needs heavy-duty support

– Toni Christianson

Five for hydrangeas in small spaces
1.  Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Mini Penny’

reblooming; descended from famous 
‘Penny Mac’ mophead

2.  Pink Elf (H. macrophylla ‘Pia’)
barely 2’ tall; rich pink in the more alkaline soils

3.  H. macrophylla Let’s Dance series
reblooming; ‘Big Easy’ has exceptionally large blooms

4.  H. paniculata ‘Little Lime’
dwarf of ‘Limelight;’ soft green flowers 
that turn burgundy

5.  H. macrophylla ‘Pistachio’
reblooming; sophisticated colors of scarlet, 
green and blue

– Kris Moe S<a=  >; Touc? 
Website:  (www.christiansonsnursery.com): Our 

upcoming classes and events, plus links to current and 
past Garden Notes and Garden Gazette newsletters.

Facebook:  Easy to find with the Facebook icon on our 
website. We'll let you know all the news right away: 

baby lambs, I-5 bridge traffic issues, great plants in 
bloom, and more!

Garden Notes:  Our monthly emailed newsletter sent 
each month. You'll enjoy special feature articles that 
you won't find in the Garden Gazette.
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Christianson's S&m1er Ca@endaA
Xerisca'>ng

Saturday, July 13  11 a.m. – noon 
reservations requested  complimentary

If you’re thinking that a xeriscape – a garden with low or 
no supplemental water  – has to be all yucca and cactus 
surrounded by sand and gravel, think again. Christianson’s 
staffer Eric Andrews has the ideas and experience to give 
your garden a colorful, varied look that doesn’t depend on 
a sprinkler or irrigation system to stay perky. Many of our 
landscape classics and intriguing new choices can thrive in 
xeriscape conditions, as long as you’ve laid the groundwork 
for their success. Eric spent several years creating and 
evaluating a xeriscape test garden in the hot Kittitas Valley 
of Central Washington and now, as a Camano Island 
gardener, will share with you the strategies and plant 
choices that work best in Western Washington.

V(getaBes Cis W>nD(/
Sunday, July 14  1 – 2 p.m. 

reservations required  class fee: $5
Popular author and speaker Bill Thorness returns to 
Christianson’s Nursery in the heat of July to get you 
thinking about fall and winter – because this is the time 
to get your cool-season crops going in the garden for a 
year-round harvest. How would you like to serve your 
own carrots for Thanksgiving, collards for Christmas and 
red beets for Valentine’s Day, all from your own garden? 
You can do it, if you plan ahead, keep the soil fertile and 
use season-extension techniques. Bill’s new book is “Cool 
Season Gardener: Extend The Harvest, Plan Ahead, And 
Grow Vegetables Year-Round.” Buy it here and get Bill’s 
autograph!

F(rns Un-&rled 
Saturday, July 20  11 a.m. – noon 

reservations required   class fee: $5
Judith Jones revels in the whimsy, elegance and 
easy care of ferns, from the tiniest ones growing 
in a crevice to the towering tree ferns of 
Australia. Her Fancy Fronds Nursery in Gold 
Bar is a wonderland of lush greenery 
where she hybridizes, sells and studies 
pteridophytes (ferns). Judith finds a 
special charm in the cultivars of Victorian 
indoor ferns, ever since (as a children’s 

To make your reservations for classes, please visit the Nursery  
or call us at 360-466-3821 or 1-800-585-8200

theater student) she ran across a book, “The Victorian 
Fern Craze” and became a confirmed pteridomaniac. She 
has “a taxonomist’s exacting smarts and P.T. Barnum’s 
showmanship,” says one observer. Come hear Judith 
brighten up this shady topic!

HE7rtuFG
Saturday, July 27   10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

reservations required   class fee: $35
Local landscape designer and garden artist Kathy Hirdler 
of Floribunda Designs returns to Christianson’s to share 
her knowledge of making hypertufa containers and garden 
ornamentation. Make a hypertufa trough to take home for 
planting with alpine plants or sedums, while learning about 
hypertufa and other cement-based materials. Planters, water 
basins, stepping stones, leaves and sculptural pieces can be 
made using the techniques Kathy presents. All materials 
and supplies are provided; wear gardening/work clothes or 
a sturdy apron. Space is limited; sign up early!

He N(It Generati"J Ga9:(ne/
Saturday, September 7   11 a.m. – noon 

reservations required   class fee: $5
Meet Rizaniño “Riz” Reyes, who as a first-time display 
exhibitor at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show this year 
won the Founder’s Cup (Best in Show). See next page for 
more details about this young horticulture professional with 
a vision and enthusiasm that’s exhilarating to share.

He EggKan% EpicuL
Sunday, September 8   1 – 2:30 p.m. 
reservations required   class fee: $10

Chef Suzanne Butler is serving up a fun cooking-
and-tasting class “for people who think they hate 
eggplant (and for those who love it and need 
new recipes).” During recent travels, she learned 
a wonderful, simple recipe for Summer Eggplant 
Parmesan in Italy and a tasty Baba ganoush in 
Oman. She’ll also prepare a Szechuan eggplant-
and-pork stir-fry that further demonstrates 
eggplant’s versatility. Suzanne, a Culinary 
Arts instructor at Skagit Valley College, was 
“Galloping Gourmet” Graham Kerr’s television 
cooking assistant for many years and manager of 
the Mount Vernon Farmers Market.
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Christianson's S&m1er Ca@endaA – Montinued
N$tive PNants 5.6 SOaP Ga9:(ns

Saturday, September 14   11 a.m. – noon 
reservations required   class fee: $5

Many of our native plants can appear ominously large or 
aggressive at first, inhibiting our daring to include them 
in small spaces. Explore species and plant combinations 
suitable for even the smallest yards with Ani Gurnee of 
Aulos Design, who has a passion for sustainable and native 
approaches to gardening. Ani will discuss how to manage 
many seemingly unruly species that might surprise you 
with their ease of taming. Plant more natives for a healthier 
garden, then sit back and watch the birds come to thank 
you! 

SOaP ConifeQ fo9 SOaP Ga9:(ns
Saturday, September 21   11 a.m. – noon 

reservations required   class fee: $5
“Robert Fincham is often regarded as the ultimate 
authority on dwarf conifers in America” – that’s a comment 
you’ll hear in the world of alpine and rock gardening. Now 
at Christianson’s, we’re fortunate to have Bob talk about his 
collections and give tips for successful gardening with small 
conifers. He studied at the side of conifer experts nationwide, 
owned Mitsch Nursery in Aurora, Oregon, and with his 
wife, Dianne, has owned and operated Coenosium Gardens 
since 1979, which now consists of a display collection and 
conifer nursery near Eatonville in Pierce County. He will 
have available for purchase his self-published book, “Small 
Conifers for Small Gardens.” Recently retired as a high-
school science teacher, Bob is dedicated to education and 
the sharing of his enthusiasm for conifers.

B$ts I+crediBe
Saturday, September 28   11 a.m. – noon 
reservations requested   complimentary

Got bats? If you want a healthy natural neighborhood, 
you’ll say “yes!” Bats are a vital part of the ecosystems in 
which they live. Many are considered “keystone species” 
because so many other plants and animals depend on them 
for survival. Kathleen Bander, founder of Bats Northwest, 
joins the fun of our Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival 
to talk about the 15 species of bats native to Washington. 
Learn about night-blooming plants attractive to the insects 
that Northwest bats eat (if we didn’t have bats performing 
this natural pest control, we would be overrun with night-
flying moths, beetles, flies and mosquitoes). Get plans to 
build a bat house to put out next spring. Kids can get up 
close and personal with real mounted specimens. Bats are 
our friends!

He N(It Generati"J Ga9:(ne/
Rizaniño “Riz” Reyes undoubtedly wowed 
you with his display garden if you were at 
the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in 
February. His “The Lost Gardener” exhibit 
– with Tetrapanax and Cardiocrinum and 
other dramatically different plants – won 
the prestigious Founder’s Cup (Best in 

Show) and a string of golds and other awards.
Now, hold onto your sun hats: Riz, being hailed as one 
of the faces of the future for Northwest gardening, will 
be sharing some of that forward-thinking enthusiasm at 
Christianson’s Nursery on Saturday, September 7. (See 
Page 3 for details.)
Organic Gardening magazine in the April/May issue 
this year profiled Riz (who is 30 years old) as “one of 
six young horticulturalists who are helping to shape how 
America gardens.” He came to the United States from 
the Philippines when he was 7 and took off like a bean 
stalk with his plant studies. Some of his interests: Chinese 
woodland plants, propagating rare lilies, sustainable 
practices, etc. Garden writer Val Easton calls him a “child 
prodigy … grown into a horticultural omnivore.”
But here’s Riz’s dilemma: How does his passion for plants 
fit into today’s economically challenging times, especially 
for his generation? He earned a BS in Environmental 
Horticulture & Urban Forestry from the University of 
Washington. But as Riz points out, Newsweek’s online 
magazine at the time listed a degree in horticulture as 
Number 2 among the “20 Most Useless Degrees.” 
Riz deals with these questions and more in his blog, “The 
Next Generation Gardener” (nextgenerationgardener.
blogspot.com). His “plugged-in” generation expects 
information at their fingertips with innovative technology 
(“I often feel like I’m immersed in an industry that is 
stuck in the Dark Ages,” he writes). But on the other 
hand, his generation – which tends to look on gardening 
as something of a dirty chore interfering with their busy 
lives – needs encouragement to learn time-honored ways, 
to understand “the value of nurturing the earth” and to 
“appreciate the essence of what it’s like to garden for 
beauty and for the dining table.”
Riz works part-time at the University of Washington 
Botanic Gardens and has his own landscape design/
service company in Shoreline, RHR Horticulture. With 
the media buzz from his Flower Show success and 
Organic Gardening profile, who knows where we’ll see 
him next?

Kris Moe
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THIRD ANNUALS#agit V$!ey Gian% P&m'kin F(stiva)
Saturday, September 28 

at Christianson’s Nursery
Sponsored by Pacific Northwest Giant Pumpkin Growers

Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off

Harvest Food • Pony Rides • Face Painting

Family Carnival Games • Toad Races • “The Bat Lady”

Cash prize for the biggest pumpkin! 
The prize amount is still growing as we go to press; stay tuned for updates 

about the prizes and all our sponsors at www.christiansonsnursery.com and on Facebook.

We’ll also have exhibit areas for you to show off your 
Giant Vegetables • Children’s Pumpkins • Big SunflowersF(stiva) SMhedule

C
lip and save

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Entries for pumpkin weigh-off 
accepted; also bring your exhibition 
veggies and sunflowers

11 a.m.–  noon  “Bats Incredible,” with “Bat Lady” 
Kathleen Bander, founder of Bats 
Northwest (see Page 4 for details). 
Reservations requested. Kids are 
welcome!

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Tweets, the delightful café in 
Edison, returns to our Festival to 
serve Tastes of the Harvest

Noon – 2 p.m.  Musicians Laurel Bliss and 
John Clark play Old-time, 
Cajun and bluegrass 

1 – 3 p.m.  Family fun! Pony 
rides with Lang’s 
Traveling Ponies, 
face painting, 
carnival games 
(free), toad races 
(free) and more

2 – 4 p.m.  Giant pumpkin weigh-off

4 p.m. Winners announced

P$R Sampi"ns
    IN POUNDS

 1,281.5 Second Annual Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival winner, 2012, grown by Joel Holland of Sumner
 933 First Annual Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival winner, 2011, grown by Phil Renninger of Coupeville
 1,505 Washington State record, set in 2009, won at Uesugi Farms, California, grown by Joel Holland of Sumner
 2,009 World record, set September 30, 2012, at Topsfield Fair, MassachusettsHoT <U EnD(/

Contest entry forms are available at our Garden Store and on our website, www.christiansonsnursery.com.



360-466-3821 • 1-800-585-8200

!"#$%&'()*+

From Bellingham: Take Exit 230. Go 5 miles west on Hwy. 20 to Best Road. 
Turn south, go 2 miles on Best Road.

From Everett: Take Exit 221. Go 8.5 miles west on Fir Island Road to Best 
Road. Continue north on Best Road; Nursery is 1 mile north of the intersection 
with Chilberg/Calhoun Road.

Summer Specials

July 1 – 7
Annual 40% off Sale

hanging baskets, geraniums, impatiens, 
petunias, fuchsias, lobelia and more; 

annuals in packs, 2-inch and 4-inch pots
40% off

July 8 – 18
Hydrangeas

our huge selection of summer-blooming 
favorites includes “hortensias,” lacecaps, 

oak-leaf and peegee tree hydrangeas
20% off

July 19 – 31
Summer Herbs

basil, lavender, oregano, parsley, sage, 
rosemary and thyme … and much more

20% off

August 1 – 18
Outdoor Containers

our huge selection of small to very large 
glazed and terra-cotta outdoor containers

20% off

September
Fall is for Planting

a wide variety of specials 
throughout the month

August 19 – 31
Summer Heather

hardy blooming plants 
in a variety of colors

20% off

August 19 – 31
Water Plants

water lilies, floating plants, iris and more
30% off

Summer Hours
Daily 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

July 4th ’til 3 p.m.
Open Labor Day

Weekly Radio Broadcast
The Garden Show
Sunday Mornings
With John & Mike

AM 660 KAPS • 10:30 am

CLASSES & EVENTS
Saturday, July 13

Xeriscaping 11 a.m.

Sunday, July 14
Vegetables This Winter 1 p.m.

Saturday, July 20
Ferns Unfurled 11 a.m.

Saturday, July 27
Hypertufa 10 a.m.

Saturday, September 7
The Next Generation Gardener 11 a.m.

Sunday, September 8
The Eggplant Epicure 1 p.m.

Saturday, September 14
Native Plants for Small Gardens 11 a.m.

Saturday, September 21
Small Conifers for Small Gardens 

11 a.m.

Saturday, September 28
Skagit Valley Giant Pumpkin Festival

Bats Incredible 11 a.m.
Food, pony rides, games, music 

See Page 5
Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off winners 4 p.m.


