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We are excited to be able to gather once again at the newly updated Rosen Plaza Hotel on International
Drive in Orlando, Florida. It is with nostalgia that we remember our initial Conference there in 1999 and the
many Conferences we have had in various places in later years. Nonetheless, we want our gathering this year
to be different. And, we sincerely hope that you, and your family and friends, will join us. We want old and
new friends to come together, and we want to have our lives changed for the better. Our prayer is that our
“2012 Gathering” will help us take a giant step toward this end goal. In addition to the Gathering on August
31  - September 2 , 2012, we will be holding a  Leadership meeting on August 30  for Leaders ofst nd th

Congregations and Fellowships.  

A Significant Anniversary

This is the MIA’s thirteenth anniversary.  Young people often have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in their 13th year -
which represents the idea of becoming a responsible adult. We want to build on that idea for our upcoming 
conference, but from a unique perspective. First Corinthians 13:11 says, ”When I was a child, I used to speak
like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.” We
are praying that our time together might mark a time when we can collectively put away ”childish” things and 
begin to walk as true “Spirit-empowered Sons of the Messiah.” Note that we are not calling it a “Conference”
but a “Gathering.” We are doing this because we are looking for something different. We want to gather with
those who are of like mind, but for a specific reason. We want to address some pressing issues:



 The MIA appreciates the eternality of the Torah. And we realize that we should not be legalistic with others
when we share it. Our motto is, “Commitment without compromise, mercy without measure.” In other words,
we want to seek total commitment in our own lives, but we must always seek to be merciful to those who do
not yet understand some of the truths that we have been allowed to see. That is the way our Messiah is with
us, and that is the way we need to be with others. Thus, we want to come together and make a commitment to
put away all of the mean-spirited attitudes that have plagued our movement. It is time for us to leave such
childishness behind. It is time for us to be adults who know that it is “the kindness of God that leads us to
repentance” (Romans 2:4).

We also realize that Israel has traditionally been a rebellious and “stiff-necked” people. Many Scripture
verses attest to this fact (Exodus 32:9; 33:3-5; Deuteronomy 31:27; Jeremiah 17:23). In addition, we tend to be
people who would rather listen to the voice of an “earthly king” than try to hear the spiritual voice of the Holy
One. When we do that, we repeat the hurtful sin of our forefathers; we reject our God, who wants to speak
directly to us (1 Samuel 8:7). He said of scattered Israel, “I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and
there will I plead with you face to face” (Ezekiel 20:35, KJV; for more info, please see the book, The Voice -
Hearing the Almighty).

Most Messianic Believers know that YHVH tells us to “circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no
longer” (Deuteronomy 10:16). And, the ungodly action that makes our necks stiff is clearly defined in Acts 7:51:
“You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy
Spirit!”

The problem is that we tend to “resist the Holy Spirit.” When we do that, the Father thinks we are being
“stiff-necked.” We do not want to be stiff-neck and resist the Ruach. But on the other hand we do want to
resist error. We must say this because, in the past, some people have badly misrepresented the workings of the
Holy Spirit. This too, is childishness that we must put away. We must grow up and realize that the evil one has
been at work with counterfeit moves of the “Holy Spirit” that tend to put people off. We therefore, need to
learn to be as wise, to even be as shrewd as the serpent who wants to trip us up, but at the same time, we must
be as innocent as a dove (Matthew 10:16). In other words, we need to be smart enough to know that the evil
one will try to get us to do things that oppose Scripture, and even have us foolishly claim that we are doing
things “in the Spirit” - when the truth is that the Holy Spirit (symbolized by the innocent dove), would never,
ever, lead anyone to go against Scripture.

We Have a Problem...
We have often heard the saying, “Houston, we have a problem...” 
In our case, the saying should be, “Israel, we have a problem...” 
The problem is that the evil one wants to fool us, and we have an age-old tendency to be “stiff-necked”

when it comes to the Ruach. Thus, we must be wise enough to realize that, the word from on High for the Last
Days is this: “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says YHVH the Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6).

YHVH made it clear that, “not by might shall a man prevail” (1 Samuel 2:9). 
We can't do it in our own strength. If we try to, our actions will appear to be “fleshy” to others, and we can

end up being the reason why they turn away. We do not want that. Fleshiness misrepresents the work of the
Spirit. We are involved with Israel’s latter days restoration and return. In the Torah, our Father prophesied
that, “In the latter days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice” (Deuteronomy 4:30). 

We live in the latter days - we are seeking to return to the Holy One and to His truths. We therefore need to
learn to listen to His voice. Like good Bereans, we need to gather together and examine the matter in detail,
and thus seek to solve our problem. We need to study and learn how to get rid of our stiff neck and stop
resisting the Ruach. It is time for us to grow up and realize that it is the Ruach HaKodesh who empowers us to
keep Torah. It is He who writes it on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33; Luke 24:49).

We need both the Torah and the Spirit. In our upcoming Gathering, we want to marry the two. For this
reason, we will have a “one room boot camp” in which we will seek to build, line upon line, precept upon
precept, on a Scriptural understanding of the role the Ruach in our lives. We will seek to hear the truth and be
empowered by it. Once the Gathering starts, there will be no “break out sessions.” Everyone will be in the
same room (save for Dance Practice, and those who are having their DNA tested with Drs. Alex and Georgina
Perdomo). Speaker after speaker will build on our theme: Maturing in Messiah. We will also have a Paneled



Q&A session. To help us better prepare and set the tone of the Gathering, if you have an issue that you want to
have addressed, we ask you to please submit your questions to us, ASAP, in an email to
admin@messianicisrael.com.

Our hope is to have, on our final day (Sunday), a totally unique Bar Mitzvah, one that is a combined Betrothal
Celebration. It will be a time for us to come under the Chuppah and make a commitment to seek to be Mature in
Messiah - to be empowered by His Ruach, and to ever walk in His Torah-based, Spirit-led Way. If you hunger for
the same things, if want to seek answers along with us, we hope you will Gather together with us.

By the way, people often take another name at a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and we will be officially introducing a
new name in our MIA family. That name is “ARI,” which means “Lion” in Hebrew. We have hopes that ARI
will be used to help us to continue to walk in the Torah-based, Spirit-led Way of the Lion of Judah that we
hope to find in our Gathering.

Come! Meet ARI!
Come! Join us for a Redeemed, Reunited and Restored Israel Gathering!

For more information, and to register for the Gathering, go to http://gathering.messianicisrael.com/ Or, to
register by phone call 425-745-1396. 

Hotel reservations are to be made directly with the Rosen Plaza Hotel by calling their toll-free number
800-627-8258. Please request the group rate for the “Messianic Israel Alliance Gathering.”  Click here to book
online reservations directly with the Rosen Plaza Hotel.

Our room rate is only $75.00 per night! This outstanding rate is available for three days before and three
days after the MIA four day gathering - based on availability. So, if you are planning an extended time in
Orlando, the sooner you make your reservations the better. Reservations must be made by 5:00 pm August 9,
2012 to insure that you receive the discounted rates. After that, there is no guarantee that rooms or the
discounted rate will be available. 

DNA Testings
Drs. Alex and Georgina Perdomo have arranged with Dr. Bennett Greenspan of Family Tree DNA to

conduct DNA testing at the Gathering in Orlando. The discount price of the test will be $129. For more
information see their website Stick of Joseph http://etzyoseph.org/.  

Alex and Georgina are currently in France to attend the 32th International Conference of Jewish Genealogy
in Paris from July15-19, 2012. Some of the leading scientists in Jewish genetics will inform the attendees about
the latest advances and findings in the Jewish genealogy field. They will be reporting on the meeting and
sharing where Israel is currently standing regarding Genealogy and Genetics at the Gathering in Orlando.

Following is a Partial Listing of people you will have an opportunity to meet with and hear from at the
Gathering and Leadership meetings. They will be involved as speakers, members of the Question and
Answer Panel, and with worship and dance.

Angus Wootten: Welcome!
Batya Wootten: Putting Away Childish Things - Maturing in Messiah
Wally Smith: Our Restoration Awakening - Empowered By The Ruach
Hutch Church:  The Fullness of the Ruach Ha Kodesh - Redeemed Israel’s Destiny
Frank Houtz: Ruach Musings and Meditations
Natan Lawrence: No Ruach - No Restoration!
John Conrad: Gifts and Fruits: Both Need to Mature
Theresa Miles: Torah and the Breeze
Marvin Taylor: The Ruach and Righteousness 
Dr. Georgina Perdomo: DNA and our Awakening by the Spirit
Rich Altom: Walking in the Spirit
Daniel and Sylvia Calderon: Dance and Worship
Lenny and Varda Harris, Will Spires, Eric and Denise Young, Carlos Perdomo - Worship
Others include: Monte Stratton, Rick Erb, Steve Berkson, and more.
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Tentative Gathering Schedule

Children 12 and under will be gathered separately during the main ballroom sessions with the exception of
Praise and Worship.

Thursday, August 30.
The leadership meeting is primarily invitation only.  If you have not received an invitation and would like

to attend, please contact  Natan Lawrence at natan@messianicisrael.com or by phone at 503-570-3376.
 
Friday, August 31.
10:00 am – 12:00 Dance & Worship Class with Daniel & Sylvia Calderon
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch Break & Market Place 
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm – Special Session with Drs. Alex & Georgina Perdomo
Genealogy and Genetics with discounted price DNA testing kits (limited supply)
5:00 pm -- 6:30 pm - Dinner Break & Market Place
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Worship & Praise w/Carlos Perdomo and Worship Team
7:15 pm - 9:30 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
9:30 pm – Prayer, Ministry & Fellowship w/Eric & Denise Young
Youth Gathering 9:45 pm - 11:00 pm
 
Shabbat September 1.
9:30 am - 10:15 am - Worship & Praise w/Carlos Perdomo and Worship Team
10:15 am - 12:00 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm - Lunch Break
1:30 pm - 1:45 pm - Worship & Praise w/Lenny & Varda
1:45 pm - 3:15 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
3:15 pm - 3:30 pm - Break 
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Dinner Break
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Worship & Praise w/Carlos Perdomo and Worship Team
7:15 pm - 9:30 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
9:30 pm - Prayer, Ministry & Fellowship w/Eric & Denise Young
9:30 pm - 12:00 pm - Market Place
Youth Gathering 9:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Sunday September 2
9:30 pm - 10:00 am - Worship & Praise w/Lenny & Varda
10:00 am - 12:00 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm - Lunch Break & Market Place
1:30 pm - 1:45 pm - Worship & Praise w/Carlos Perdomo and Worship Team
1:45pm - 3:15 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
3:15 pm - 3:30 pm - Break
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Dinner Break & Market Place
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm - Worship & Praise w/Carlos Perdomo and Worship Team
7:15 pm - 9:30 pm - Main Ballroom with Speakers
9:30 pm - Prayer, Ministry & Fellowship w/Eric & Denise Young
8:30 pm - 11:30 pm - Market Place

Monday September 3
9:00 am - 12: pm - Marketplace
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