
Strengthen the Safety Net for Immigrant Victims-
Support S.A. 1257 (Boxer) 

The Problem 

Lack of resources poses a significant barrier to recovery and escape from abuse.  
Victims are often prevented from leaving their abusers by the knowledge that doing so 
will expose them and their children to economic hardship.  They are often economically 
and socially isolated.  This is particularly true of immigrant victims, who often are far 
from close family and friends.  They may also have a harder time obtaining community 
support due to language or cultural barriers.  A recent study found that more than two-
thirds of battered immigrant women still trapped in abusive relationships said that lack of 
financial resources was the biggest obstacle to leaving.  
 
Immigrant victims of abuse, like other immigrants, face restrictions to essential safety-
net services, including Medicaid, the State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP), food stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  These services are critical in assisting these 
victims escape from and recover from domestic and sexual violence.  Although current 
laws make some allowances victims, gaping holes in eligibility remain.   

The Solution 
Senator Boxer’s Amendment to S. 744, the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act, SA 1257, the Violence Against Women Act Safety 
Net, provides critical safety net supports for immigrant victims, enabling them to escape 
and recover from abuse.  The Violence Against Women Safety Net: 

♦ Updates the definition of “Qualified Aliens.” This amendment assures that 
immigrant victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, child 
abuse, and other U-visa crimes are eligible for safety-net benefits to individuals who 
have applied for forms of immigration relief (created by Congress after the initial 
passage of Violence Against Women Act in 1994) that protect vulnerable victims.  
VAWA self-petitioners and U-visa applicants would be designated as “qualified” for 
federal public benefits.    

♦ Eliminates the five-year bar.  Under current law, lawfully present domestic violence 
victims and their children are forced to wait for five years before they are eligible to 
receive life-saving safety-net services such as Medicaid, TANF and Social Services 
benefits.  This amendment recognizes that immigrant victims, like refugees and 
others who have been granted status under humanitarian protections and are 
currently eligible for benefits without a five-year bar, often need access to life-saving 
services without delay. 

♦ Provides Crucial Access to Safety Net Programs. This amendment provides 
access to the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance (SNAP Food Assistance) and the 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for abuse survivors who are disabled, along 
with clearly states victims are eligible for TANF, Medicaid, and SSBG programs. 

 
For	  more	  information,	  please	  contact:	  	  
Grace Huang, WA State Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 206-389-2515 x 209, grace@wscadv.org 
Rosie Hidalgo, Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Network, 703-‐942-5582, rhidalgo@casadeesperanza.org 
Cecelia Friedman Levin, ASISTA Immigration Assistance, 202-505-5140, Cecelia@asistahelp.org 


