
Alumni in Action   
 
How long have you been a student here? I started taking OH classes in the spring of 
2009, and I began working on my general education and transfer requirements in the fall of 
2011. 
 
How did you get involved with the OH department?  After high school, I worked with my fa-
ther in his tree trimming business. Ever since I was a young kid, he would take me to work with 
him on weekends while I was still in school, so it seemed like a natural fit for me after high 
school. He encouraged me to start taking classes at the OH department to help grow the busi-
ness. Although, I’ll admit that after a tough time in high school, which ended with me dropping 
out and earning a GED, I was very resistant to returning to school. But I’m very glad that I did. 
 
What have you studied? I've taken most of the classes for the arboriculture degree, in-
cluding: arboriculture, soils, fundamentals, urban forestry, trees and shrubs, and many more. 
I’ve also finished up all of my general education and major preparation requirements, which in-
cluded some very tough biology and chemistry classes, to transfer into UC Davis.  
 
What are your future plans? I will be at UC Riverside this summer for a ten-week research 
experience for undergraduates (REU), which is a program in plant pathology. After that, I will be 
moving on to UC Davis where I will major in environmental horticulture and urban forestry, and I 
also hope to double major in chemical engineering.  
 

Congratulations, Jesus!  We look forward to hearing more about your future successes. 

OH alumnus Jesus Banderas   

“I’ve enjoyed everything about 

the OH department. The 

teachers are all friendly, ap-

proachable, and very knowl-

edgeable, and it’s always nice 

to walk around the nursery 

and look at plants or sit under 

the jacaranda trees during 

class breaks.  Also, the hands-

on labs have always been my 

favorite part of the classes. 

-Jesus Banderas,  

OH Alumnus 

 


