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Agency Happenings

Portage County Awarded for Going Green

On April 21, 2012, the Community Action Council of Portage County - Energy & Housing Services, was honored at the 14th 
Annual Portage County Environmental Conservation Awards Benefit Dinner. The award, presented by the Portage Parks 

District Foundation, was in the Green Building/Development category for the Home Weatherization Assistance Program, funded 
under the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

The CAC of Portage County weatherized almost 500 homes utilizing stimulus (ARRA) funding over a 33 month period. In 
addition to making these homes more energy-efficient, CAC also installed over 180 furnaces and 121 hot water tanks, increasing 
the homes safety and comfort, as well. CAC of Portage County is also one of only ten providers of Electric Partnership Program 
(EPP) services in the state. EPP is designed to improve the electric efficiency of low-income households who participate in PIPP 
(Percentage of Income Payment Plan) by performing in-home audits and installing appropriate electric base load and thermal 
energy efficiency measures.

This is the first time CAC of Portage County has been awarded for their energy efficiency programs and they are very excited. 
“We were doing green before green became popular and it is nice to be recognized for those efforts,” said David Shea, Executive 
Director. It is bittersweet that this award comes in the wake of the agency having to layoff ten Weatherization staff due to funding 
cuts to the program. “Some of the guys will be coming to the awards dinner. They’re the ones that deserve to be recognized,” 
Shea said.

Congratulations Community Action Council of Portage County!

Pictured from left to right: David Shea, executive director; Roger Graves, crew leader, 
Gloria Haven, director of energy efficiency & housing services; Mike Deluke, board 
chair; Lisa Clement O’Dell, senior program assistant


