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Winter Legislative Conference a Successful Journey!

This year’s Winter Legislative 
Conference, held January 30 – 

February 1 at the Sheraton on Capitol 
Square in downtown Columbus, proved 
to be another success! Preliminary 
survey results show that attendees found 
the workshops both informative and 
relevant. One attendee commented, 
“The conference was well thought 
out and the workshops were very 
informative and helpful. As far as I am 
concerned, the staff who planned the 
conference hit a home run. Thanks for a 
good use of my time.” 

The first day of the conference was highlighted by presentations 
from the Office of Community Assistance (OCA) giving 
updates on HEAP, PIPP Plus, EPP, CSBG, HWAP and OCEAN, 

followed by a presentation 
from PUCO. During 
Wednesday’s lunch 
Don Mathis, president/
CEO of the Community 
Action Partnership gave 
an update on the work the 
Partnership is doing to 
establish new standards 

for Community Action Agencies. He encouraged members 
to give their input to the Partnership. There was also an 
opportunity to acknowledge 
the work of five Community 
Action Agencies during 
the Best Practice Awards 
(see related article for more 
information on the winners).

Along with the opportunity 
to meet with many vendors 
exhibiting at the conference 
(listed at the end of this 
article), Wednesday also 
provided an opportunity to 
meet with legislators during 
the evenings Legislative Reception. Thursday brought six 
pathways with informative workshops tailored towards 
specific Community Action Agency staff: Executive 
Director/Board, Family Development/Intake, Development, 
Head Start, Fiscal and Public Relations. During 
Thursday’s lunch, Christiane Schmenk, director of the 
Ohio Development Services Agency spoke. The Women’s 
Leadership Event was also held on Thursday featuring 
speaker Cea Cohen Elliott who humorously shared with 
attendees how to diffuse stress and negativity. 

This year, a Yard Sale was held instead of a basket raffle, 
where a variety of items 
were sold, each for only $10. 
It raised a record $2,085 
for OACAA’s PAC. The 
conference concluded with two 
more early morning workshops 
and a brunch with a legislative 
update from David Bradley.

Thank you to everyone who 
attended for making this a great 
conference and thank you to all 
of our vendors for your support! 
We hope that you enjoyed the 
conference. If you would like 
to provide your feedback on the 
conference, please click here to 
complete the conference survey.

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e71kjgy5hd1uwo53/start
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Thank You to Our Vendors
Applied Energy Products & Sales

Mutual of America
Ohio Relay

Schwendeman Agency
Sheraton Hotel Columbus at Capitol Square

Wichert Insurance


