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Make a difference! Enjoy great films that support 
great causes. 

On Friday, February 8th, 2013, Zonta Berkeley will 
be hosting the 2013 LUNAFEST Film Festival at the 
Craneway Pavillion at 6:30pm. The festival will showcase 
a series of short films about women around the world.

To learn more about LUNAFEST, watch this video.

For more information about the 2013 LUNAFEST: 
RICHMOND, contact Zonta Berkeley at zontaberkeley@
gmail.com and be sure to like the Lunafest Richmond 
Facebook Page for news and updates as the date gets closer. 

Early Bird Tickets start at $25 and Students can purchase 
tickets for $20. 

Purchase Tickets to the Film Festival

View the trailer for the 2013 LUNAFEST season 

Proceeds from the festival will benefit the Breast Cancer 
Fund, Zonta Berkeley, and the Human Exploitation and 
Trafficking (H.E.A.T.) Watch Program. Eighty-five percent 
of every dollar raised goes directly to the host’s local 
charity of choice.

www.lunafest.org/richmond0208

2013 LUNAFEST: RICHMOND FILM FESTIVAL
Come to a local event supporting efforts to combat human trafficking

Upcoming Events!
In an ongoing effort to free our communities 
from modern-day slavery, I am proud to 
announce the first quarterly H.E.A.T. Watch 
newsletter. I hope you find this informative 
and inspirational. 

My Office is committed to holding 
traffickers accountable, protecting victims, 
and keeping our neighborhoods safe. 

Please share with us your own efforts to 
combat human trafficking. Let’s come 
together to end this epidemic.  
Contact us at: info@heat-watch.org.

Welcome to the H.E.A.T. Watch 
Newsletter.

On December 31th, 2012, President Barack Obama 
proclaimed January as National Slavery and Human 

Trafficking Prevention Month. On January 8th, 2013, DA O’Malley 
and Supervisor Wilma Chan made a similar proclamation across 
Alameda County. In this spirit, H.E.A.T. Watch is launching a 
quarterly newsletter on human trafficking in Alameda County and 
across the nation. Join us in celebrating the efforts of abolitionists 
before us, as well as those fighting to end modern day slavery in our 
lifetime. Read the full proclamation here [make “here” a link to  
Read the full proclamation here.

January 2013: National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month

The Bay Area Freedom Summit, a regional human trafficking conference for local 
community members, will take place January 25 - 26th, 2013 at the Harbor Lights Church 

in Fremont, CA. Tickets range from $50 - $90 dollars. Register here.

The Bay Area Freedom Summit

http://vimeo.com/27310035
mailto:lunafestzontaberkeley%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lunafestzontaberkeley%40gmail.com?subject=
http://vimeo.com/47046613
www.lunafest.org/richmond0208
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/30/presidential-proclamation-national-slavery-and-human-trafficking-prevent
http://www.freedom-summit.org/2013/
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The Alameda County District Attorney’s Office 
(ACDAO), in partnership with The SAGE Project 

and Shared Hope International, hosted the first 
National Human Exploitation and Trafficking (H.E.A.T) 
Watch Conference, Plan 2 Act: Tools to Stop Domestic 
Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST), from June 13th-15th, 
2012.  Plan 2 Act was held at the Oakland City 
Center Marriott Hotel, in Oakland, CA. The location 
was strategically chosen due to its close proximity 
to Oakland’s International Boulevard, one of the 
largest tracks in the nation for commercial sexual 
exploitation of children. 

Over 450 law enforcement officials, prosecutors, 
service providers, practitioners, and community 
advocates convened from across the country to 
discuss DMST. Participants shared potential strategies 
and resources to help people raise awareness and 
combat the crime. When the conference concluded, 
attendees walked away with an expanded repertoire of 
tactics and a toolkit to identify and respond effectively 
to DMST in their own jurisdictions. 

June 13, 2012  

The conference began with opening remarks from 
Alameda County District Attorney, Nancy O’Malley, 
who urged attendees to look at this issue from a 
different perspective. Rather than viewing victims 
as prostitutes, traffickers as pimps, or purchasers 
as johns, DA O’Malley outlined the reality of these 
stereotypes. When the curtains are pulled back, DMST 
is exposed: it is clearly a crime of child abuse. Victims 
are forced onto the streets or behind closed doors, 
sold by their abusers to child rapists. DA O’Malley 
asked participants to return to their communities and 
encourage law enforcement and practitioners to use 
appropriate language when describing the abuse. 

Various elected and appointed officials addressed 
the impact of DMST at the local, state and national 
levels. Speakers included U.S. Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, California State Senator Ellen Corbett, 
U.S. Attorney Melinda Haag, Oakland Mayor Jean 
Quan, and Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley. 
The conference then recognized the vital role played 

act2plan 012

Tools to Stop Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking

WATCHH.E.A.T. ®
National

Conference

RECAP: 2012 National Human Trafficking Conference
By Maia Sciupac and Lilibeth Clelo

Participants received a toolkit of best practices and 
goodies including a conference t-shirt and flash drive.
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by young people in combating DMST. High school 
activist, Emily Blair, presented her film, “Stop Traffick!” 
showcasing the positive impact her church’s youth 
group had within their community of Modesto, CA. 
After learning that human trafficking occurred right 
on their doorstep, they used the film to host a benefit 
concert raising $4,000 for law enforcement training. 
Following the film, youth spoken word artist Kerby 
Lynch performed three powerful poems addressing the 
themes of slavery, liberation, and the negative impact 
of ignorance in effecting community change.

Julian Sher, Award-winning investigative journalist 
and author of Somebody’s Daughter: The Hidden Story 
of America’s Prostituted Children, gave a substantive 
analysis of society’s fraught relationship to pimp 
culture. Sher called attention to our own unintentional 
participation in encouraging and glorifying a 
culture that blames victims while turning human 
traffickers into pop icons. Next, Linda Smith, former 
U.S. Congresswoman and founder of Shared Hope 
International, urged participants to move beyond their 
agencies to create a more comprehensive, networked 
approach to DMST. 

A highlight of the first day was a powerful account from 
advocate and 2011 Glamour Magazine Woman of the 
Year, Withelma “T” Ortiz, who shared her journey from 
survivor to leader. “T” uses her experiences to serve as a 
motivational mentor for victims and survivors of DMST. 
Furthermore, she advises and empowers agencies that 
interact with DMST youth, like social services, probation 
and the courts, to make necessary reforms that serve 
the victim rather than the institution. 

June 14, 2012

The second day of Plan 2 Act separated participants 
into one of three designated tracks: Law Enforcement, 
Prosecution, or Practitioners. Each track was designed 
to focus on ways to identify victims and offenders of 
DMST through the lens of each profession. Courses 
covered a wide spectrum of topics, including how to 
identify victims when agencies have limited resources, 
understanding specific aspects 
of DMST victimization, 21st-
century investigative strategies, 
putting together trafficking cases 
for court, providing culturally-
sensitive holistic services to 
DMST victims, and addressing 
placement and aftercare.

Emily Vacher, the Law 
Enforcement Relations Lead at 
Facebook, spoke about the use of 
social media to identify human 
traffickers. Prosecutors also 
gained insight from Assistant 
United States Attorney Kyle 
Reardon, who taught effective 
strategies towards a successful 
verdict. Finally, practitioners 
received an outline from Jeneé 
Litrell, Director of the Guidance 
& Wellness Student Support 

Services at Grossmont Union High School District in 
San Diego, who underscored the approach taken by 
schools to prevent DMST.

June 15, 2012

The final day of Plan 2 Act brought conference 
participants back together to address effective 
response strategies to DMST at the community, local, 
state, and national levels. The morning began with 
presentations by H.E.A.T. Watch Program Coordinator 
Maia Sciupac, who spoke about using social media to 
empower the anti-human trafficking cause. California 
Against Slavery Executive Director Daphne Phung 
addressed the progression of the CASE Act, a state-
wide community effort that sought to change human 
trafficking law.* Deputy Director Andy Nelson from 
East Bay Asian Youth Center highlighted his group’s 
community organizing strategies. Sister Caritas Foster 

H.E.A.T. Watch Conference - continued

Conference attendees in a training session

* The Case Act was passed in California on November 6th, 2012. For more information about the proposition, read  By Voting Yes, California 
Said No to Human Trafficking in the H.E.A.T. Watch Newsletter, Vol 1.
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from Sisters of the Holy Family talked about the role 
multi-faith based organizations play in organizing 
community support.

Next, the ACDAO H.E.A.T. Watch Program outlined 
the conference toolkit given to each participant, and 
went over their 5-point strategy used to prosecute 
traffickers and support victims. The basic methods 
described in the model focus on developing a 
community-based approach, training and collaborating 
with law enforcement agencies, prosecuting human 
traffickers and enablers, educating policymakers on the 
importance of effective DMST law, supporting those who 
provide wraparound services to victims, and keeping 
witnesses safe when their traffickers are on trial. 

Following H.E.A.T. Watch was an Alameda County 
panel of speakers, among whom were Deputy City 
Attorney Maggie Stern, JPG Consultants President 
Julie Posadas Guzman, and Sexually Exploited Minors 
Program Coordinator Pat Mims (from Bay Area Women 
Against Rape). Lastly, the Honorable Rhonda Burgess, 
Deputy District Attorney Jennifer Madden, and Senior 

Public Defender Aundrea Brown 
gave a presentation highlighting the 
Alameda County’s Girls’ Court.

The fourth panel on the last day 
included speakers from across the 
nation. Honorable William Voy from 
Las Vegas, Nevada highlighted his 
county’s efforts to address girls 
entering into the juvenile justice 
system, along with their work towards 
building a specialized residential 
home for DMST victims who go 
through this court every year. DMST 
Program Manager Esther Nelson with 
the Sexual Assault Resource Center 
spoke about the multi-disciplinary 
efforts of Multnomah County in 
Oregon. Finally, Deputy Director 
of YouthSpark, Kaffie McCullough, 
discussed Atlanta, Georgia’s evolution 
over the years in their approach to 
combating DMST in her city.

 The day ended with training by 
national expert, Jennie Barr from the 
Office of the Texas Attorney’s General who spoke 
to practitioners and law enforcement about how to 
minimize their own trauma from working directly with 
victims.  Following Barr’s training was a roundtable 
focusing on policy strategies within the DMST field. 
Some of the featured speakers on the policy panel 
included DA O’Malley, actress and activist Jada Pinkett 
Smith, former Facebook Chief Privacy Officer Chris 
Kelly (a major funder of the CASE Act), as well as 
various leading policy and program directors such as 
Mary Ellison with the Polaris Project, Marina Colby of 
ECPAT-USA, Samantha Vardaman from Shared Hope 
International, and Staca Shehan with the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children. 

The conference ended with DA O’Malley’s closing 
remarks. The multitude of panels, speakers, 
and networking opportunities gave participants 
resources and strategies to bring home. 
Additionally, each participant was given a toolkit 
filled with sample training templates, protocols, 
presentations, research and a conference resource 
guide. The conference pointed the way towards a 
multi-disciplinary, coordinated, and collaborative 
approach to stopping DMST. In the words of 
attendees, 2012 Plan 2 Act was “an outstanding 
comprehensive conference” that allowed them “to 
network with so many organizations with similar 
goals and challenges.”

Coming together to fight human trafficking: 
L to R: Chris Kelly, Nancy O’Malley, Jada Pinkett-Smith, Howard Jordan & Will Smith

Our Team (L to R): Nancy O’Malley, Anissa Basoco-
Villarreal, Maia Sciupac & Casey Bates

H.E.A.T. Watch Conference - continued



6

By Voting Yes, California Said No to Human Trafficking

On November 6th, 2012, Californians 
took a stand against human 

trafficking.  Proposition 35, or the Californians 
Against Sexual Exploitation Act (CASE ACT), 
garnered widespread support with 81% voting 
in favor of the anti-human trafficking legislation.  
Endorsed by numerous prosecutors, law enforcement 
officials and politicians throughout the state, the “Yes 
on 35” campaign raised $3.7 million, receiving its most 
substantial donation of $2.3 million from Facebook’s 
former privacy chief, Chris Kelly.

Under the CASE Act, we can expect to see increased 
prison sentences and fines for those convicted of 
human trafficking.  Of the imposed and collected 
fines, 70% will be administered to public agencies and 
nonprofit corporations that provide direct services to 
victims of human trafficking.

The initiative includes changes regarding how 
evidence can be used against human trafficking 
victims.  Proposition 35 prohibits the use of evidence 
of sexual conduct by a victim of human trafficking 
for the purpose of attacking the victim’s credibility 
or character in court.  In addition, the legislation 
prevents certain legal arguments from being used 
in human trafficking cases involving minors.  For 
example, being unaware of the minor’s age cannot 
be claimed as a defense.

According to the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, one out of seven children is solicited 
for sex online in the United States.2   The CASE Act 
acknowledges the growing role the Internet plays in 
human trafficking.  Not only does Proposition 35 require 
traffickers to register as sex offenders, it mandates 

that all registered sex offenders disclose 
their Internet accounts to law enforcement. 

Proponents state that alerting authorities to 
sex offenders’ Internet presence helps protect 

children and all potential victims of sexual exploitation 
that begins online.3 

Lastly, Proposition 35 requires additional law 
enforcement training on handling human trafficking 
cases.  All peace officers employed by local police 
departments, sheriff’s offices, and the California 
Highway Patrol, who perform field or investigative 
work, are required to complete a minimum of two 
hours of training on how to handle human trafficking 
complaints.  Training must be completed by July 1, 
2014 or within six months of the officer being assigned 
to the field or investigation.4 

“Sex traffickers prey on the most vulnerable in our 
society.  They get rich and throw their victims away,” 
says Alameda County District Attorney, Nancy 
O’Malley.  O’Malley is a national victims’ advocate and 
strong proponent of the CASE Act, “Proposition 35 
will hold these criminals accountable.  By passing 35, 
Californians made a statement that we will not tolerate 
the sexual abuse of our children and that we stand 
with the victims of these horrible crimes.”  On Election 
Day 2012, California did just that.

By Elizabeth Mason

1  Vote YES on 35: Stop Human Trafficking In California. http://www.
caseact.org/

2  National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 1 in 7 Kids Is 
Solicited For Sex Online. http://us.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/
NewsEventServlet?LanguageCountry=en_US&PageId=4303. (2012).

3  This component of the Prop 35 Initiative has been contested by the 
American Civil Liberties Union and the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  
See ACLU Makes a Case Against the CASE Act in the H.E.A.T. Watch 
Newsletter V.1 for more information.

4  California General Election Official Voter Information Guide (2012), 100-
105. http://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2012/general/pdf/text-proposed-laws-v2.
pdf#nameddest=prop35 (Aug. 13, 2012).

ACLU Makes a Case Against the CASE Act
By Elizabeth Mason

Now that the polls are closed, the lawsuits have begun. 
Within twenty-four hours of the passage of Proposition 
35, the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern 
California (ACLU-NC) and the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation (EFF) filed a federal class-action lawsuit 
against the voter-approved law. Proposition 35, also 
known as the Californians Against Sexual Exploitation 
Act (CASE ACT), enhances penalties, and increases 
prison sentences and fines for those convicted of human 
trafficking. Nevertheless, a provision of the CASE Act is 
currently being contested in the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of California by the ACLU-NC and 
the EFF, on the basis that the specific condition violates 
the First Amendment rights of registered sex offenders 
from participating in anonymous speech.  

The initiative requires sex offenders to provide Internet 
identifiers to authorities, alerting police anytime they 
leave a comment online which groups like the ACLU and 
EFF argue sets a dangerous precedent.  “The ability to 
speak freely and even anonymously is crucial for free 
speech to remain free for all of us,” said Michael Risher, 
an attorney for the ACLU-NC.    

In response to the lawsuit filed on November 7, 2012, 
a federal judge issued a temporary restraining order 
to prevent the CASE Act from going into effect. The 
plaintiff’s motion for a preliminary injunction took place 
on December 17th, 2012 in front of San Francisco Federal 
Judge, Thelton Henderson. Despite hearing arguments, 
the Judge Henderson did not make an initial ruling, and 
told all parties “I will be coming out with a ruling as 
quickly as I can.”1

1  ACLU Attorney: New Sex Offender Internet Disclosure Law “Impossibly 
Vague” SF Appeal Online News. http://sfappeal.com/news/2012/12/aclu-
attorney-new-sex-offender-internet-disclosure-law-impossibly-vague.php 
(Dec. 17, 2012)

http://www.caseact.org/%0D
http://www.caseact.org/%0D
%20http://us.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/NewsEventServlet%3FLanguageCountry%3Den_US%26PageId%3D4303
%20http://us.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/NewsEventServlet%3FLanguageCountry%3Den_US%26PageId%3D4303
http://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2012/general/pdf/text-proposed-laws-v2.pdf%23nameddest%3Dprop35
http://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2012/general/pdf/text-proposed-laws-v2.pdf%23nameddest%3Dprop35
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Youth Radio is a nonprofit organization that has 
been serving the community for nearly 20 years, 

partnering young people with industry leaders to produce 
high quality, award-winning journalism distributed 
nationally. The production of high quality media and 
investigative reporting has resulted in multiple awards, 
including the Peabody, Edward R. Murrow, and Gracie 
Awards; along with special features on well-known 
media outlets such as NPR and Huffington Post. For 
example, Youth Radio’s recent series Trafficked, focusing 
on DMST in Oakland, won the Peabody award. 

Beyond award-winning productions, Youth Radio strives 
to equip the next generation with skills and support 
that lead to jobs and education, providing opportunities 
for young people to have hands-on work experience, 
support services and a creative outlet that ultimately 
helps transform their lives. Young people referred from 
community based organizations, juvenile justice and 
child welfare systems, community education/outreach 
efforts and word-of-mouth, come to Youth Radio to learn 
how to tell a story, produce music, develop an app, or 
express themselves. In addition, with careful support 
through counseling, tutoring, case management and 
health services, Youth Radio has helped secure youth 
with their first paid jobs, 
providing more than 200 
jobs in the past year. 

Overall, Youth Radio plans 
to expand its workforce 
development program 
in 2013. What remains 
constant is working with 

Statistics

Youth Served 
•	 420 youth trained per year 
•	 200 youth employed per year 
•	 1,200 youth served through outreach 
•	 80% of youth served are low-income 

and/or youth of color
•	 $0 cost of services to youth
Path to Success 
•	 97% graduate high school 
•	 73% go to college 
Content Produced 
•	 3,000 features produced each year 
•	 174 hours of programming per week
•	 2 Peabody Awards
•	 4 Edward R. Murrow Award 

Youth Radio welcomes 
support from the 
community in many 
different ways.  For more 
information, please contact 
Jabari Gray, Development 
Officer, Individual and 
Corporate Giving, at 
jabari@youthradio.org.

ABOUT: H.E.A.T. Watch Radio

By Madeleine  Lough-Stevens

Have you ever wondered how many sex-traffickers 
are convicted in the United States each month? 
Or what types of undercover operations law 
enforcement officials undertake to locate sex-
traffickers and their victims? H.E.A.T. Watch Radio 
has all these answers, and more! 

We understand that people are busy, which is 
why our podcasts are designed to provide the 
maximum amount of information in the minimum 
amount of time. In five minutes or less, we provide 
listeners with the gist of an entire case concerning 
the prosecution of a sex-trafficker in the United 
States; the various components of domestic minor 
sex trafficking; or inform listeners about new laws 
protecting victims of sex-trafficking that are being 
implemented all across the country.

After launching in June of 2012, H.E.A.T. Watch Radio 
has recorded over 39 podcasts. These podcasts are 
easy to download from our website.

Check out H.E.A.T Watch Radio today, and remember 

to Keep Your Eyes and Ears Open!

AGENCY HIGHLIGHT: Youth Radio,  
Oakland, CA By Tuere Anderson,  

     Director of Health Services with Youth Radio

bright minds and talent 
found in the next generation 
to tell stories that may otherwise go untold. In 
doing so, they develop the skills to succeed. 

http://www.youthradio.org/trafficked
mailto:jabari%40youthradio.org?subject=
http://www.heat-watch.org/heat_watch/media
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From December 3rd, 2012 to December 7th, 2012, 
Sophomore Krupa Modi of Modesto High School 

led a week-long fundraiser at her school to raise 
awareness about human trafficking in her community. 
Inspired by other efforts in her community, this is her 
story of paying it forward.

H.E.A.T. Watch: Tell us about the H.E.A.T. Watch 
Fundraiser you put on at your school. Who helped 
you organize it?

Krupa Modi: I put on the change drive at our school 
in partnership with both the Associated Student Body 
leadership class and a club on my campus called the 
People Project. I am a part of both of these clubs, and 
both have participating students of all grade levels, 
from freshmen to seniors. The People Project is a club 
that strives to spread compassion through three main 
types of projects: community, school, and self. The 
H.E.A.T. Watch Drive was both a community and a 
school project. Although both of these clubs provided 
me with a tremendous amount of help, I was the main 
person in charge of the event. Putting on this change 
drive was such a great learning experience for me.

HW: How did you first learn about human trafficking?

KM: I first learned about human trafficking and 
H.E.A.T. Watch when a girl (Emily Blair see H.E.A.T. 
Watch Conference Recap) from another local school, 
Enochs High, put on a benefit concert to fundraise for 
H.E.A.T. Watch. I thought it was such a unique cause 
that needed more attention, and I thought it was very 
cool that there was an organization so near to me that 
was taking action to help stop human trafficking.

HW: How did you go about organizing your own 
fundraiser? 

KM: I am a member of a Girl Scout troop, and as 
Girl Scouts, we take “leadership journeys” to help 
girls learn to take action in their communities. The 
leadership journey I took was called “Sisterhood”. At 
the end of each journey, you must complete a Take 
Action Project. I remembered hearing about H.E.A.T. 
Watch and thought it would be a great idea to help 
raise money to help other girls in my community. I 
raised money by placing collection cans around my 
school for the week. There were cans in the Student 
Body Office and the Main Office. I also stood by the 
lunch cart during our lunch period as well.

HW: What was response from students? 

KM: Many of the students that I talked to had heard 
about human trafficking before and were interested 
about learning more. Many were surprised to hear 
how often it occurs in our own community. Once they 
learned what I was fundraising for, they were more 
than happy to help and excited to hear about other 
ways they could get involved!

HW: What are your next steps? Do you hope to put on 
more fundraisers and events to raise awareness about 
human trafficking?

KM: Hopefully we will be able to do this change drive 
again and make it even more successful! We also have 
an “Awareness Week” at our school, which targets 
several different issues, such as suicide and abuse, 
so hopefully we will be able to advocate for human 
trafficking as well during future Awareness Weeks!

Paying it Forward:  
Interview with High School Student Krupa Modi

Krupa Modi & students donating

If you would like to host a fundraiser for H.E.A.T. Watch, email info@heat-watch.org
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H.E.A.T. Watch Intern Highlight
H.E.A.T. Watch has been very fortunate to have excellent support from our interns. For the first issue of our newsletter, we’ve 
chosen to highlight two of the many interns we’ve had on board. Without further ado…

Intern Spotlight:  
Madeleine Lough-Stevens

Started in September 2012

H.E.A.T. Watch: What is your educational background?

Madeleine Lough-Stevens: I went to the University of California, Berkeley 
and majored in Rhetoric. 

HW: How did you find out about Human Trafficking, and what got you 
interested in doing something about it?

MLS: I became interested in human trafficking while I was still in 
community college, after attending a lecture concerning the incredibly low 
statistics of women who were trafficked and attained any form of higher 
education after their experience. I was never really sure how I could make a 
difference in the lives of those women, but through being an intern in with 
H.E.A.T. Watch, I have seen that there are so many different organizations 
and agencies working towards the common goal of ending human 
trafficking, and this has inspired me to educate myself as much as possible 
and do my part to help aid in eradicating human trafficking. 

HW: Why did you want to intern with H.E.A.T. Watch and what have you 
gotten out of the experience so far?

MLS: I really wanted to intern with H.E.A.T. Watch because I was interested 
in learning how the law is used in relation to human trafficking. So far 
during my three months as an intern, I have learned how progressive and 
crucial the law can be in protecting the victims of human trafficking, and 
how innovative the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office can be with 
the prosecution and charging of the traffickers. 

I have also learned how important communication and collaboration is 
between the District Attorney’s Office, agencies, and various community 
organizations dedicated to supporting survivors of human trafficking. This 
communication is essential, because when everyone is working together, the 
system is at its most effective.

HW: How do you plan on staying involved in this issue after the internship?

MLS: After the internship, I am hoping to get a job that is somehow connected 
to the issue of human trafficking, potentially with an agency that works directly 
with the victims. I am also planning on attending law school in 2014, and I hope 
to be able to utilize the skills I have learned as a H.E.A.T. Watch intern to make a 
difference in the lives of trafficking victims in the future.

HW: What do you hope to do after graduating?

MLS: I am looking forward to working for a while, and to attend law school 
in the future!

Intern Maddy hard at work after our eighth quarterly BAHC training
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Intern Spotlight:  
Lilibeth Celo 
Started in May 2012 - Ended November 2012

H.E.A.T. Watch: What University do you go to, and 
what is your major?

Lilibeth Celo: I am a 4th Year Political Science 
Major, with minors in Education and Ethnic 
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. 

HW: How did you find out about Human Trafficking, and what got you interested in 
doing something about it?

LC: I heard about the issue of human trafficking through my political science 
classes dealing particularly with comparative politics. I typically would hear of it 
as an issue in other countries, especially Southeast Asia. It wasn’t until I saw this 
internship opportunity with H.E.A.T. Watch that I did more research and saw that the 
issue of human trafficking, especially domestic minor sex trafficking, is a huge issue 
here in the Bay Area -- much closer to home. I’ve always been passionate about 
doing work for underserved communities, especially in Oakland, and this was an 
issue that I wanted to explore more. 

HW: Why did you want to intern with H.E.A.T. Watch and what have you gotten out 
of the experience so far?

LC: When I saw the H.E.A.T. Watch internship opportunity, I saw an opportunity 
that gave me, in my perspective, the best of both worlds of what I wanted to do 
with my future. I’ve always been passionate about social justice and helping 
disadvantaged people in the Bay Area; and I’m also greatly interested in pursuing 
law in the future. This program fit both of my desires, as I could learn and work 
on an issue affecting different communities in the Bay Area, while also gaining 
exposure to how the DA’s office tackles the issue. In addition, I really like the 
collaborative approach the program has with working with law enforcement, 
prosecution, community organizations, and more. From this experience, I’ve 
learned a lot about the issue of human trafficking itself, and the approach different 
counties have in tackling commercially sexually exploited children (CSEC). In 
addition, I’ve gained important critical thinking skills and the ability to write 
objectively, especially with regards to addressing such a heavy topic like CSEC. 

HW: How do you plan on staying involved in this issue after the internship?

LC: At the bare minimum, I will definitely continue to do research and read 
news articles on the issue of human trafficking, especially in the Bay Area. I 
do plan on taking a gap year or so after graduating, and I may explore the work 
community organizations are doing around CSEC as well.

HW: What do you hope to do after graduating?

LC: After graduating, I hope to take some time in order to apply to law school, 
travel, do some nonprofit work, and some soul searching in general. After this 
break, I hope to attend law school. 

If you are a college student and interested in becoming a H.E.A.T. Watch intern, email info@heat-watch.org. We have 
Fall, Spring and Summer internship opportunities.


