
ISH Gala Festivities Light Up Burling Hall   
  

By: Selby McPhee  
  

At a Gala dinner, residents, board members, alumni and friends gathered on 
October 11 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Demarest Lloyd 
House, home to the International Student House in Washington DC since 1946.   
More than 125 guests were present to dine, to toast the house, and to celebrate 
the evening's honorees: Chuck Hagel,  U.S. Secretary of Defense and former 
Senator from Nebraska, who was presented with the ISH Global Leadership 
Award; and  China Jessup, ISH Past President and longtime board member, 
who was presented with the ISH Lifetime Service Award.  
  
Secretary Hagel was awarded the Global 
Leadership Award in recognition of his 
distinguished work as a member of the 

international community, promoting intercultural dialogue and global citizenship. 
In accepting his award, Hagel noted that the Student House "changes the world," 
by helping to bring people together for education and cultural exchange through 
person-to-person contact. 
  
Mrs. Jessup was honored in appreciation of her 37 years of dedicated service to 
ISH and her leadership of the board from 1991 to 1993. (For a profile of China 
Jessup, see the next article). 
  
French Ambassador Francois Delattre, and his wife, Ms. Sophie L'Helias Delattre, 
served as Honorary Diplomatic Chairs of the Gala. Ambassador Delattre praised 
the Student House for its work to promote educational and cultural exchange, 
and "for pairing its highest ideals with pragmatic action." 
  
For a full report on the evening, see Martin Austermuhle's article in The Washington Diplomat on October 31, 
2012. 
  

  
Selby McPhee serves on the committees for Alumni Relations & Communications and 
Community & Diplomatic Outreach among others and is also vice president of the ISH 
Board of Directors. 
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http://www.washdiplomat.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8668:international-student-house-offers-roof-and-relationships&Itemid=506

