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Numerical guards are awarded to adult Girl Scouts who have been members of
Girl Scouts for five years or more.

Growing as Adult Girl Scouts

5 Years
Beth Beaty-Blevins
Bev Ostmo
Raymond Riddley
Magda Silva

10 Years
Brad DeHaven
Peggy Neeley
Linda Ramón
Fran Stephenson
Laura Surovic
Maggie Valdez

15 Years
Rhoda Freitas
Ruth Hernandez

25 Years
Carol Mattick
Brenda Wood 

45 Years
Sandy Finleon

40 Years
Dawn Collins
Kami Fielder
Linda Archuleta-Jurman
Sharon Williamson

50 Years
Kathy Grantham
Adrienne King 

20 Years
Tabitha Bomer
Courtney Cunningham
Jackie L. Gorman
Crystal Haskins



Just as GSSWT recognizes its valuable volunteers, there are awesome staff members 
much deserving of recognition as well. A group of board members, led by CEO Rose 
González Pérez, awards up to six staff members each quarter in one of the following 
categories: customer service, commitment, flexibility, teamwork, leadership and 
creativity and innovation. At the end of each year, one staff member is selected as 
GSSWT’s Best of the Best. 

Recognizing Excellence
Staff Awards

January 2012
Morgan Weber, Excellence of Teamwork

April 2012
Courtney Cunningham, Excellence of Creativity & Innovation

Amanda Peña, Excellence of Flexibility

August 2012
Jackie Lee , Excellence of Customer Service

November 2012
Peggy Neeley, Excellence of Teamwork

Stephanie Sanchez Sinclair, Excellence of Leadership

Maggie Valdez, Excellence of Customer Service

Best of the Best—Stephanie Sanchez Sinclair
Congratulations to Stephanie Sanchez Sinclair for being named GSSWT’s 2012 Best 

of the Best. Stephanie used her critical thinking skills to improve the grants application 

process in a creative way with remarkable results since her first day as a full-time 

staff more than a year ago. Her initiative to gain knowledge about the operations of 

the council and to develop a strong working relationship with her co-workers allowed 

her to develop a new process to apply for and manage multiple grants. Stephanie’s 

innovative ideas are contributing to a new work process across departments that will 

enhance services to all girls.



Community Partner Award
This award is presented to corporations, agencies, organizations, businesses and 
community individuals who have provided exceptional support to the council.

Edgewood Independent School District
Dr. Jose Cervantes
Edgewood Independent School District (EISD) and GSSWT formed a partnership in 
2012 to expand services on the west side of San Antonio utilizing the former Coronado/
Escobar Elementary School. The facility has positioned Girl Scouts to better meet 
the needs and interests of girl and adult members. Edgewood ISD was instrumental 
in acquiring support to provide the overall maintenance of the property, security 
and other assistance whenever needed and sent district representatives to several 
special events. Through this great partnership, the West Side Girl Scout Leadership 
Center at Coronado/Escobar is open and thriving. 

Fort Sam Houston Army Post
LTC David Grant
Fort Sam Houston Army Post increased its involvement with Girl Scouts in the 
past year. With the support of LTC Grant, there is a renewed interest in bringing Girl 
Scouts to our military families. Fort Sam Houston Army Post provided several girl 
activities at the 100th Anniversary GirlExpo event, including a rock climbing wall, 
military vehicles, photo booth and information on future career opportunities. The 
Army also provided 30 volunteers to support the event. This partnership with Fort 
Sam Houston Army Post has resulted in an increase in Girl Scout membership and 
given us a partner who shares our mission of building girls of courage, confidence 
and character.  

Gonzales Youth Center
Pat Anders
The Gonzales Youth Center provides programming to girls in grades 6-8 in the
Gonzales Independent School District. Last year, programs at the center incorporated 
Girl Scouting for more than 35 girls attending the after-school program. The Gonzales 
Youth Center partnered with Girl Scouts to provide quality programming through 
the facilitation of the business patch initiatives, focusing on financial literacy and 
environmental awareness. The youth center is an outstanding collaborative partner 
who helped successfully deliver the Girl Scout Leadership Experience. 



Julian C. Gallardo Elementary School
Patricia Buckley
Julian C. Gallardo Elementary School serves children in grades K-4 in Southside 
Independent School District. Principal Patricia Buckley opened the doors of the 
school to include Girl Scout curriculum in their physical education program. As a
result of this great partnership, GSSWT was able to provide the Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience to more than 300 girls during the school day. 

Karnes Afterschool Centers on Education
Frances Ehrlich
The Karnes Afterschool Centers on Education (ACE) provides after school
programming to girls in K-12 in the Karnes City, Kenedy and Runge independent 
school districts. ACE partnered with GSSWT to provide a quality Girl Scout
experience to 330 girls at nine different ACE campuses. Karnes ACE was instrumental
in increasing the visibility and availability of Girl Scouting within Karnes County. 
GSSWT staff trained ACE facilitators to deliver business patch programs so that all 
girls could have a consistent Girl Scout experience. In addition, ACE promoted the
Mobile Leadership Center in the community, generating greater visibility and
community support. This outstanding collaborative partnership resulted in
unprecedented membership growth. 



This award is presented to an individual who has provided outstanding support 
and encouragement for Girl Scouting in their religious community. The candidate 
encourages parental involvement and encourages Girl Scout visibility in the religious 
community.  

Barbara Convertino
Archdiocese of San Antonio
Barbara has been instrumental in helping girls earn their religious awards throughout 
GSSWT’s 21 counties. She attended council-sponsored programs and worked
directly with girls and their families to learn about their faith and ensure that required 
activities were being completed. Barbara works closely with the Catholic Committee
on Girl Scouting to secure the earned awards and religious medals. Through her 
dedication at the Archdiocese, she has continued to support Girl Scouts both locally 
and nationally in the Catholic community. As a result of her work, a new Religious 
Medal for Daisy Girl Scouts was recently introduced at GSSWT. 

Reverend Janie Harrison
Hill Country Christian Church
Reverend Janie Harrison is the Associate Pastor at Hill Country Christian Church. 
She is a big supporter of the Girl Scout Movement by helping troops secure meeting 
space and offering supplies for troop activities. Seeing a need for spiritual leaders for 
the religious programs offered through Girl Scouts, she volunteers to teach several 
sessions focusing on the God and Me and God and Family awards for the girls in her 
area. She believes in the service that Girl Scouts provide the community and hosted 
a toy drive at the church last year. 

Outstanding Religious
Leader Award



Achievement Award
This award is presented to volunteers who have completed their first successful service 
on a board committee, a council task group, service team or with Girl Scouts of the USA. 

Stacey Bryant, Jackson Nimitz Service Unit
nominated by Emily Bee
Stacey has served as the service unit nut expert and resource rebate/leader loot
coordinator for the past two years. Stacey always has a smile on her face at service 
unit meetings, a welcome sight to volunteers. She streamlined the process for 
quicker training by incorporating training into the regular monthly meetings. Stacey 
is a single mother and current PTA president at her daughter’s school. She works 
hard to combine her collective knowledge and resources to serve in each role,
bringing a greater presence of Girl Scouting in all areas of her life. 

Leah DeLaGarza, Stinson Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman 
Leah served as the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Brand
Subcommittee. She led the committee in a variety of activities to heighten
awareness of the 100th anniversary and to create positive opinions about the role 
Girl Scouts play in the development of young girls. Under Leah’s leadership, GSSWT 
created its first-ever commemorative poster and Fiesta medal, as well as mobilized 
the community to Give the Green Light ToGetHerThere. Leah volunteers for Girl Scouts 
because she remembers the impact Girl Scouting had on her life. Her expertise in the 
media industry contributed to the visibility of the organization in its 100th year. 

Gaby Fortunatti, Tejeda Service Unit
nominated by Lisa Drozdick
Gaby served as the new service unit director to the Tejeda Service Unit. Under her
leadership, a new service team was formed. Gaby, with the assistance of her troop, 
planned and implemented a successful father and daughter activity for the service 
unit. With the support of her family, she is well organized and ready to work for Girl 
Scouts.
 



Esther Foster, Hobby Service Unit
nominated by Leah DeLaGarza
Esther served on the 100th Anniversary Brand Subcommittee, leading the inaugural 
Fiesta medal effort. She brought her professional expertise in graphic design and 
was able to recreate the 100th anniversary poster art into the council’s first-ever 
Fiesta medal. Esther’s design of the medal significantly helped raise visibility for Girl 
Scouts during its centennial year. Esther is a dedicated volunteer and gives her time 
because she wants girls, like her daughter Raquel, to grow up and be leaders in their 
homes, workplaces and communities.

Luis Galnares, Jr., Maverick Service Unit
nominated by Terri Patlan-Contreras
Luis is a volunteer in Eagle Pass and is committed to Girl Scouting. He is an Eagle 
Scout and became an adult volunteer with Girl Scouts after hearing the need for 
them on the radio. Luis has shared his experience in outdoor education by camping 
with girls and adults in the service unit. He helped prepare them for a great outdoor 
camping experience by sharing his knowledge and much-needed camping gear. 
He also helped raise money for the purchase of eight tents. Luis enjoys sharing his 
expertise in an organization where he knows he can make a difference. 

Bev Ostmo, Rudder Service Unit
nominated by Kim DeCock
Bev served as the Rudder Service Unit Rebate Coordinator for the last year. Bev felt 
she could provide a positive experience to the service unit meetings and support 
the volunteers. She is always available to help when needed and her peers remark 
how she always does it with a smile. Bev serves as her daughter’s troop leader as well 
as on the local PTA. Bev is a great addition to the Rudder Service Unit. 

Jessica Potter, Zachry Service Unit
nominated by Melissa Knapp
Jessica has served in many roles in the Zachry Service Unit.  Most recently, she is
filling the position of service unit director and interfaith coordinator. Jessica has 
made herself available for all volunteers and girls. She is a great mentor and mediator. 
Jessica helped with tremendous growth in the area by attending most of the recruit-
ment rallies, inspiring others to join the organization and providing information and 
new ideas to keep them engaged. Jessica is an inspiration to others and is described 
by one Girl Scout leader as “totally awesome.” 



Fran Stephenson, Rudder Service Unit 
nominated by Leah DeLaGarza
Fran served on the 100th Anniversary Brand Subcommittee focusing on social
media efforts. She shared her expertise as a public relations professional with the 
100th anniversary girl champions, training them to become girl bloggers. She helped 
these young women establish the first-ever council sponsored blog. Fran’s
contributions taught girls to develop real-life skills and express themselves in a
positive manner. She is a grown-up Girl Scout and reconnected to the organization 
to further increase visibility for Girl Scouts. 

Valerie Torres, Rudder Service Unit
nominated by Kim DeCock
Valerie is a great addition to the Rudder Service Unit Team. She attended Orange 
GO Team meetings and returned to the service unit ready to share information and 
ideas. She helped plan events for Rudder, adding fresh ideas and activities for the 
girls. She always has a sparkle in her eyes when she talks about plans and goes the 
extra mile to make everything perfect. Valerie has helped translate when language 
was a barrier and always ensured the girls were learning. She inspires new leaders 
and is an up-and-coming volunteer star. 



Appreciation Pin
This award is presented for outstanding service, which goes above and beyond 
expectations, and is delivered to at least one geographic area or service unit within 
the council’s jurisdiction. The volunteer service that is provided by the individuals 
receiving this award contributes to the council’s goals and objectives.

Margaret Anaglia, Eisenhower Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Margaret served as the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Alumnae
Subcommittee during the centennial year. Margaret, a former GSSWT board member, 
has remained active in Girl Scouts to help in the empowerment of girls and 
development of women. Margaret was very engaged in the planning of the
Rediscover and Reconnect 100th anniversary signature alumnae event held
in April with more than 100 people in attendance. Margaret’s involvement in many
organizations in the community has opened doors for Girl Scouts. She continues to 
work every day to help make a difference in the lives of girls.  

Martina Bailey, Stinson Service Unit
nominated by Marty Morrison
Tina has been an active volunteer for more than five years. She is very involved in the 
Stinson Service Unit and a key volunteer travel partner with the Mobile Leadership 
Center. Tina has a passion for working directly with girls that stems from her
involvement with Girl Scouts in her childhood and adolescent years. She strives to 
instill education, knowledge and an everlasting experience in the girls. Tina offers her 
time generously and with a positive attitude every time. She continues to mentor 
new leaders both in the Stinson Service Unit and GSSWT’s 21 counties as she travels 
with the Mobile Leadership Center. 

Amy Barraza, Kendall County Service Unit
nominated by Kari Bowman
Amy is an active service unit director in Kendall County. More than 100 new girls 
were placed in troops this last year under her leadership. She planned the first-ever 
World of Girl Scouting event, which included the Mobile Leadership Center, as well 
as activities that focused on camp, leadership and the history of Girl Scouting. Amy 
directed a STEM program for more than 200 girls at Camp Mira Sol. She is an incredible 
asset to Girl Scouts and an inspiration to the girls. 



LuAnn Berlet, Stevenson Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
LuAnn is an unfailing volunteer who readily gives her time. She stepped up this last 
year to serve as co-chair of the Volunteer Advisory Steering Committee (VASC) and 
as volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary GirlExpo Subcommittee. She
organizes and challenges volunteers and staff to plan and implement bigger and 
better events each time she is at the helm. With her leadership on VASC, she worked 
to develop the framework for all council volunteers to have a voice. LuAnn shares 
her passion of Girl Scouts with everyone she meets.

Jennifer Gerry, Rudder Service Unit
nominated by Valerie Torres
Jennifer has been the Rudder Service Unit Cookie Manager and Nut Expert for the 
last three years. She helped girls learn the skills needed for product sales through the 
creation of a scavenger hunt. As a member of the Oxford United Methodist Church, 
Jennifer has been the liaison to the troops in the service unit to secure meeting 
space. She has always taught the troops to give back to the community by donating 
to the church’s food pantry. 

Angela Grenwelge, Kerr County Service Unit
nominated by Jody Jacoby
Angela is the service unit nut expert and treasurer for Kerr County. In her role, she
directly impacts the financial activities of the girls. Angela is always the first to step 
up and help where needed. With the recent changes to the troop money management 
system, Angela has been very supportive in helping troops in Kerr County transition 
smoothly. 

Mary Henrich, Hobby Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Mary has served faithfully on the council’s board of directors for more than two 
years, leading the funding efforts of the organization. Her effort to assist the council 
in raising nearly $3 million in public support has ensured that GSSWT remains a
valuable organization and has the financial stability to serve more girls and adults 
than ever before. Mary also served as the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary 
Funding Subcommittee and worked on the 2011 and 2012 Trefoil events. She is a Girl 
Scout alumna and is passionate about girl issues as well as helping girls reach their 
full potential. 



Laura Hill, Zachry Service Unit
nominated by Jessica Potter
Laura has been the service unit membership coordinator for the Zachry Service Unit 
for the last four years. Her attention to detail has allowed the service unit to maintain 
a more accurate record of their members. She is a grown up Girl Scout who shares 
her lifelong passion with all potential members at the multiple new member events 
she attends. Laura facilitated three father and daughter events that helped build 
better relationships. 

Robert LeBlanc, Stevenson Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Robert was the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Forever Green
Subcommittee. He has been an active volunteer for many years with three grown-up 
Girl Scout daughters. Events held under Robert’s leadership included planting trees 
at Camp Mira Sol, collecting Capri Sun pouches and promoting the national Forever 
Green Pledge, as well as increasing environmental awareness. Robert is a lifetime 
volunteer and amazingly dedicated friend to Girl Scouts. 

Marisa Martinez-Palmer, Connell/Page/Rogers Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Marisa has been an active member-at-large on GSSWT’s Board of Directors and 
member of the Latina Advisory Committee. She has served as a presenter for 
Gamma Sigma Girls® and shares her career experience as an engineer with girls. 
She also served as a member of the audit committee, where she helped monitor 
the annual finances of the council. She was instrumental in promoting the annual 
Loteria fundraiser for the Latina Advisory Committee. Marisa will go the extra mile to 
accomplish any tasks that arise. 

Yvonne Newton, Stevenson Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Yvonne was the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Camporee
Subcommittee. Her passion and knowledge for the outdoors contributed to the 
great success of the centennial camporee, which served more than 400
participants. She is a council facilitator for Troop Camp Leadership and chair of the 
Outdoor Education Committee. Volunteers who attend her trainings feel well-
prepared to take their girls on a journey in the great outdoors. Yvonne is a great asset 
to GSSWT. 



Teresa Nichols, Zachry Service Unit
nominated by Jessica Potter
Teresa is the Zachry Service Unit Money Manager. She has been an excellent
advocate for Girl Scouts in the community as she works closely with local banks to 
set up troop accounts. She makes herself readily available to the volunteers, and 
works diligently to ensure that the interest of the girls’ money is always a number-
one priority. Teresa always maintains a positive attitude and has a calming influence 
on others. 

Brenda Wood, Tejeda Service Unit
nominated by Lisa Drozdick
Brenda is an active team member in the Tejeda Service Unit. She supports the girls 
registered in all pathways in every way. Her dedication and commitment allows all 
girls to be involved in product sales, service unit events and council activities. Her 
knowledge of Girl Scouts is well rounded because of her travels to two of the World 
Centers. Brenda is the embodiment of the Girl Scout spirit and her peers describe 
her as a “loyal Girl Scout.” 



This award is presented to candidates who have gained sufficient skills and
experience as a coach or mentor. These candidates must have mentored new
volunteers, resulting in retention of new members for at least two years.

Emily Bee, Jackson/Nimitz Service Unit
nominated  by Stacey Bryant
Emily has served as the service unit director for Jackson/Nimitz Service Unit for 
more than 10 years. Emily inspires adults to become more involved and active with 
Girl Scouts. She brings out the best in others and pulls her community together. 
Emily takes an honest and direct approach, which is effective with large groups, and 
brings enthusiasm and humor to service unit meetings. Emily conducts regular
ceremonies to remind volunteers of the reasons they are together in Girl Scouting. 
She is always very organized and makes herself available to the leaders. Emily is a 
true asset to the Girl Scout organization. 

Rhoda Freitas, Tejeda Service Unit
nominated by Lisa Drozdick
Rhoda has been involved in the Tejeda Service Unit for many years, serving in
multiple positions. Rhoda helped keep things running this past year when the service 
unit director position was vacant. She made volunteers feel welcome, encouraged 
them and offered advice. Rhoda added refreshments and door prizes to encourage 
attendance and make service unit meetings fun. She is committed to community 
service and helped the service unit maintain several long-running projects. She also 
mentored numerous high school girls to earn their Gold Award. Rhoda takes the lead 
in the absence of fellow leaders and is an inspiration to all she encounters. 

Stephanie Orzech, Zachry Service Unit
nominated by Jessica Potter
Stephanie has held many positions in the Zachry Service Unit, including service unit 
director for three years. Stephanie is truly devoted to encouraging young people to 
grow in character and live lives of devotion and service. She is always willing to share 
her skills and knowledge with others and goes above and beyond to help new leaders 
and volunteers feel not only welcome, but comfortable with their role in Girl Scouts. 
As a child, Stephanie loved Girl Scouts. With the example of her mother leading
her troop, she knew when she became a mother she wanted her daughter and 
friends to have a wonderful Girl Scout experience, too. 

Mentoring Award



This award is presented to volunteers who have made significant contributions as a 
board officer, chair/liaison, program consultant, service unit director or other clearly 
defined leadership. This award recognizes someone who has served in a leadership 
role at the council or national level.  

Jeannie Frazier, Eisenhower Service Unit
nominated by Angela Alvarado
Jeannie has served as treasurer on the board of directors for the last two years. She 
leads a volunteer group of experts who oversee the council’s financial health and 
make recommendations for increasing revenue and cutting expenses. She helped 
lead the council through a new accounting system and change in fiscal year, allowing 
GSSWT to better manage its finances and protect every “girl dollar.” Jeannie always 
takes extra time to attend volunteer- and council-sponsored events. 

Sharon Jones Schweitzer, Whittier/Twain/Longfellow Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman 
Sharon served as chair for the GSSWT CEO Search Committee. This was the second 
time she was asked and accepted this important role for the council. She provided 
outstanding leadership in guiding the nine-member selection committee through 
the CEO selection process. Thanks to her strong leadership and commitment, we 
have the most outstanding CEO and the council is poised to continue on its path as 
a model in providing the best leadership experience for girls. 
 

Executive Award



Daisy Pin
An award exclusive to Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas, the Daisy Pin recognizes 
volunteers who have made a significantly outstanding contribution to Girl Scouting 
in the council, have performed consistently above-and-beyond what is required and 
have given service to the service unit or to the council for at least two years. Recipients 
of this unique award have shown outstanding leadership skills in a variety of positions. 

Suann Agold, Kendall County Service Unit
nominated by Adrienne King
Suann played an integral part of the 100th Anniversary History Subcommittee and 
helped in the initial stages of project planning. She was the “techie” of the group,
researching and digitally recording Girl Scout facts into the computer for the
creation of the history banners. The committee met every Wednesday at the
leadership center and Suann was always prepared with her computer as the
committee adjusted their work. Suann is committed to Girl Scouting because she 
believes in the mission. 

Linda Archuleta-Jurman, Bradley Service Unit
nominated by Adrienne King
Linda served on the 100th Anniversary History Subcommittee and attended weekly 
meetings. She was responsible for researching Girl Scout history and contributed 
many of the facts and photos from old magazines and books for the history banners.
She created a scavenger hunt for girls to use with the banners and made many 
special appearances as “Juliette Low.” She took a personal interest in designing a 
schedule to showcase items in the council’s new glass display cases and dressing 
the newly purchased mannequins in historic uniforms. Linda believes in and lives the 
basic values of Girl Scouting. 

Mary Baumgarten, Randolph Service Unit
nominated by Vonda Cross
Mary has been an active volunteer for many years in the Randolph Service Unit. Most 
recently she served in a governance role for the council. As a voting delegate, Mary 
trained new delegates, attended sessions and briefed the service unit volunteers 
with important information. Additionally, for more than eight years she has
coordinated support for the annual Girl Scout Flag Ceremony at Randolph Air Force 
Base. Mary has been a great role model to young and old alike for more than a decade. 



Beth Beaty-Blevins, Bush-Lopez Service Unit
nominated by Christina Frazier
Beth is a phenomenal volunteer who provided invaluable service and countless 
hours to assist in the redesign and development of GSSWT’s new website. From 
meeting with the staff and planning the scope of the project, to serving as the
Website Redesign Task Group Chair and creating an information architecture
document, Beth eagerly jumped in with both feet. She served as a council facilitator
last year, teaching multiple adult learning courses focused on leadership and
outdoor education. Beth truly believes in the Girl Scout organization and gives her all 
to each project. 

Danna Cornett-Riddley, Tejeda Service Unit
nominated by Lisa Drozdick
Danna is a council facilitator and an active member of the Volunteer Advisory
Steering Committee (VASC). She is committed to Girl Scouts and believes the
organization plays a vital role in developing leadership skills and character. Her
participation on VASC has been integral to updating the structure of council task 
groups and committees. Danna’s efforts have helped establish a foundation for 
more efficient and focused work by volunteers to support girls. 

Kathy Grantham, Honey Creek Service Unit
nominated by Adrienne King
Kathy immediately accepted the invitation to serve on the 100th Anniversary
History Subcommittee. Her experience and knowledge of the council, as well as her 
extensive background as former CEO, made her contributions invaluable. She spent 
countless hours in the Girl Scout archives at the Institute of Texan Cultures sorting 
through information, photos and books. She also found time in her schedule to work 
with a group of girls from St. Peter-St. Joseph Children’s Home. Kathy continues to 
be an example to us all as she illustrates her leadership, tactfulness and ability to be 
a team player. 

Liz Irvine, Eisenhower Service Unit
nominated by Adrienne King 
Liz served as a member of the 100th Anniversary History Subcommittee and was an 
integral part of the early project planning. Every Wednesday Liz was at the council  
combing through old photos, books and uniform pieces for the history committee’s 
banners, displays and archives. She was the organizer of the group and responsible 
for cataloging and labeling all the items in the history closet. Liz is a lifetime Girl 
Scout who believes in the benefits it provides girls and adults and is committed to 
doing her part to deliver this message.



Becky Karp, Neff Service Unit
nominated by Kim DeCock
Becky is one of those volunteers who wears multiple hats. At a time when no one 
else would step up, she took on the role of many positions in an effort to keep things 
going. She served as Twilight Camp Director, where she oversaw volunteer staff and 
Program Aides. She is a delegator, but does so in a way that makes people feel
appreciated. Becky also served on the Interfaith Committee, teaching girls and 
adults about different religions and the awards that can be earned in Girl Scouts. 

Adrienne King, Jackson/Nimitz Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Adrienne served as the chair of the 100th Anniversary History Subcommittee during 
the centennial celebration. She led her subcommittee in the work of collecting 
and organizing Girl Scout history, locally and nationally. She met with her group of 
“historians” weekly to create the council’s history banners. Adrienne also hosted a 
Girl Scout exhibit at her local library. She has continued her historic work with the 
groundwork of Girl Power!, a Girl Scout exhibit at the Institute of Texan Cultures.   

Mary Martha LeBlanc, Stevenson Service Unit
nominated by Robert LeBlanc
Mary Martha was a driving force on the Forever Green Committee. She worked eagerly 
through the year promoting environmental awareness and initiatives throughout 
GSSWT’s 21 counties. She was the primary contact for the Capri Sun pouch-recycling 
project and sponsored a Forever Green event in Bracketville. Mary Martha is a
longtime volunteer who puts her heart into everything she does. 

Janet Putman, Eisenhower Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Janet served as the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Festivals and 
Fiestas Subcommittee. She was responsible for securing GSSWT’s participation in 
numerous local parades, including a carriage entry which introduced our new CEO 
in the Battle of Flowers Parade and ticket sales to the Battle of Flowers Parade in the 
Girl Scout Shop. Janet also attended the Fiesta Flambeau Committee meetings to 
facilitate the first-ever Girl Scout entry in the night parade. Janet’s dedication and 
passion for Girl Scouts was a great example to all.  



Estella Reyna Kierce, Medina County Service Unit
nominated by Adrienne King
Estella accepted the request to serve on the 100th Anniversary History Subcommittee 
with great enthusiasm. She traveled to the Sally Cheever Girl Scout Leadership
Center weekly to help research, catalog and collect Girl Scout archives. Her
contributions to the history committee were priceless and she donated many of her 
personal items to the collection. Estella also coordinated a Girl Scout history display 
in her community of Castroville. She worked with a local business to donate glass 
displays, organized and labeled items and acquired a space to host the month-long 
event in celebration of the 100th anniversary. Estella’s dedication and passion for 
Girl Scouts has spanned the decades. 

Linda Ramón, Uvalde Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman
Linda serves on GSSWT’s Board of Directors. Her passion for youth development 
has been instrumental in increasing Girl Scout awareness in her community. She 
worked with the 100th Anniversary Festivals and Fiestas Subcommittee to include 
Girl Scouts in the Uvalde Labor Day Parade. Linda also served as a National Council 
Delegate, representing the national delegation. She is an outstanding role model for 
girls and young women, both professionally and as a community citizen. 



This award is presented to a council facilitator for outstanding service and
commitment to the Volunteer Development department.

Yvonne Newton 
Yvonne Newton started her Girl Scout journey more than 20 years ago as a troop 
leader and has been an active member of Girl Scouting, involved in all levels.  She 
led a Girl Scout troop at a local juvenile detention center, served on the Gold Award 
Committee, Volunteer Recognition Awards Committee, and GSSWT’s Board of 
Directors. In addition, Yvonne chaired the 100th Anniversary Camporee
Subcommittee. Currently, Yvonne is the chair of the Outdoor Committee and a 
member of the Adult Development Team, Volunteer Advisory Steering Committee 
and the Order of the Silver Trefoil.  Yvonne’s commitment to Girl Scouting is a
testament to her dependability, faith and affection for all women and certainly 
makes her a deserving recipient of this award.    

Dannyl Risk
Dannyl Risk has been a great supporter of first aid and CPR sessions throughout the 
council’s 21 counties. She has conducted many outdoor trainings, from planning 
sessions to weekend activities. Dannyl also assisted in updating outdoor training 
session designs. She has taken her training and skills beyond the classroom and 
volunteered as a twilight camp nurse/first aider. Her assistance the last two years 
enabled more than 250 girls and adults to participate in the volunteer-sponsored 
camp each year. Her background in the Army medical field has been a great help and 
support for insight into health and safety aspects of Girl Scout events. Dannyl ensured 
that training sessions were conducted in a positive manner for all participants.

Dinny Jahant
Lighthouse Award



The Thanks Badge is presented for outstanding service that benefits the entire 
council or Girl Scout Movement. Recipients have taken a leadership role in programs 
at the council level in one or more areas, such as funding, retention and innovative 
programs. The service recognized by the national Thanks Badge is so significantly 
beyond expectations that no other award is appropriate. 

Jan DeHaven, Honey Creek Service Unit
nominated by Norma Cook 
Jan has been a proud member of the Girl Scout Interfaith Committee for several
 years. She has worked closely with girl members to create two council patch
curriculums, Religions Around the World and Peace Pole Patch Program. Jan firmly 
believes in sharing her faith and passion, as it is a motivating force behind all she 
does in Girl Scouts. Jan is active in the council’s governance structure and attended 
the 2011 National Council Session and Convention in Houston. She believes in the 
mission and always works to ensures the girl is heard above all else.

Ramon “Ray” Flores, Whittier/Twain/Longfellow Service Unit
nominated by Jody Hernandez
Ray supported GSSWT’s presence on San Antonio’s west side during its time at
Avenida Guadalupe. He saw the need for expanded space to bring the Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience to girls in a bigger and better way. Using his personal and 
community resources, he opened many doors for GSSWT that helped bring
awareness to city leaders about the need for a positive, safe space for girls to grow. 
Through his shared vision, Ray has brought community support to an underserviced 
area and given families the necessary tools to become advocates for their children 
and their community for years to come. The direct result of Ray’s involvement and 
advocacy was the realization of the amazing West Side Girl Scout Leadership Center 
at Corando/Escobar.

Jackie L. Gorman, East Central Service Unit
nominated by Rose González Pérez
Jackie provided service on GSSWT’s Board of Directors in multiple capacities, most 
recently serving as the lead volunteer in the position of board chair. She served as 
the volunteer champion of the 100th Anniversary Steering Committee, hosting regular 
meetings and serving as the liaison to all subcommittees. Jackie was innovative in 
increasing girls’ opportunities for leadership by creating the girl board chair position. 
She served on the Trefoil Committee, helping raise the most money in the council’s 
history and is a member of the African-American Advisory Committee. Jackie is a 
phenomenal role model for others as she works tirelessly on behalf of all girls. 

Thanks Badge



Jan King, Eisenhower Service Unit
nominated by Jody Hernandez
Jan served on GSSWT’s Board of Directors for the past three years. She took an active 
role on several committees including Strategic Planning and the 100th Anniversary 
Steering Committee. Jan engaged volunteers on the By-laws Rewrite Task Group 
and Association Review Task Group. She attended the Winter Association and
Regional Coordinator’s meetings to ensure volunteers understood the reasoning 
and process of the changes to improve GSSWT’s governance systems. Her
leadership and commitment to GSSWT was very evident as she steered the council 
through two intricate tasks that were filled with emotion and steeped in tradition. 
Jan motivates people to work together and get the job done. 

Janell Neal, Wilson County Service Unit
nominated by Jackie L. Gorman 
Janell served as the volunteer champion for the 100th Anniversary Merchandise 
Subcommittee. She facilitated the creation, negotiation and sale of the Fiesta medal 
and 100th anniversary commemorative poster. In addition to keeping an eye on 
the girl dollar, Janell was persistent when inquiring about pricing and ensuring great 
quality for items sold at 100th anniversary events. She has a wealth of retail and Girl 
Scout knowledge which proved beneficial when speaking to vendors or presenting at 
committee meetings. Janell is a great asset to the council and approaches her tasks 
with great enthusiasm. 

Susan Snow, Rudder Service Unit
nominated by Kim DeCock
Susan is a versatile volunteer whose life is dedicated to service, most of it Girl Scout-
related. She held multiple roles this past year, including as twilight camp core staff 
on the 100th Anniversary Steering Committee and Interfaith Committee and as a  
Mobile Leadership Center travel partner. She served as point of contact for the San 
Antonio Park Missions Archeology Day, ensuring Girl Scouts could participate and 
worked to incorporate the Girl Scout brand in the passport and volunteer T-shirt. 
Susan has dedicated her time with her passion and professional knowledge as an 
archeologist with girls, young and old. She is a lifelong Girl Scout who continues to 
develop the leaders of our future. 



Laura Surovic, Stinson Service Unit
nominated by Norma Cook
Laura served as the chair of the Catholic Committee and was an active member of 
the Interfaith Committee. She also served on the National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry for Region 10 as the Girl Scout representative. Laura has a voice on 
the national stage and advocates tirelessly for new programs for girls, both here and 
across the United States. Her leadership creates relationships that build collaboration 
and heal misunderstandings. Laura’s passion is contagious and she encourages all 
who cross her path to become involved to help make a difference in the life of a girl. 

Dr. Lisa Uribe, Whittier/Twain/Longfellow Service Unit
nominated by Jody Hernandez
Lisa served as the volunteer champion on the 100th Anniversary Advocacy
Subcommittee, chaired the Strategic Learning Committee and was a GSSWT board 
member. She accomplished several tasks for GSSWT and exceeded all expectations. 
Her advocacy committee led the effort to get the 100th anniversary recognized by 
local governments throughout the council’s jurisdiction. She chaired the Year-End 
Report Task Group and led the charter review process. Lisa also united Girl Scouts 
across the globe with girls in Africa through a troop project. She believes her number 
one priority in serving as a volunteer is for the benefit of the girl.

Risa Weinberger, Bush/Lopez Service Unit
nominated by Norma Cook
Risa served as co-chair to the Interfaith Committee and as chair of the Girl Scout 
Jewish Faith Subcommittee. She works tirelessly and with great joy to help girls, 
adults and the community understand through knowledge, that religions have 
similar values, moral teachings and love for mankind. Risa also served on the Bush/
Tejeda Service Unit Team as the PR Coordinator, SHARE Coordinator and Interfaith 
liaison. She was instrumental in the wildly successful program “Cake Boss,” a service
unit event and silent auction, with proceeds benefiting the Juliette Low World 
Friendship Fund.  She regularly submits articles to the neighborhood newspaper 
on behalf of girls in her area. Risa’s work impacts girls in a positive manner and she 
ensures all her programs are girl-led.



Girl Scout Law
I will do my best to be

honest and fair,
friendly and helpful,

considerate and caring,
courageous and strong,

responsible for what I say and do,
and to

respect myself and others,
respect authority,

use resources wisely,
make the world a better place,

and be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try:
to serve God and my country,
to help people at all times, and
to live by the Girl Scout Law.

811 N. Coker Loop   |   San Antonio, Texas   |   78216
210-349-2404   |   1-800-580-7247

girlscouts-swtx.org

@GirlScoutsSWTX


