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Board Members Needed! 
 
Racine Urban Garden Network (RUGN) is looking for 
individuals to serve on their Board of Directions. Contact Maia 
Hausler, mhausler@haloinc.org for more information. 

 

 
 

     
 

VISTA Leader Welcome: 
Professional Development 

 
Welcome to the second UW-Parkside 
VISTA Project Newsletter! I am very 
happy to be able to present the 
accomplishments of the VISTAs and 
promote our upcoming events. 
 
As a new program, the UW-Parkside 
VISTA Project planned a regimen of 
professional development opportunities 
for the VISTAs, particularly at the 
beginning of their year of service. In the 
first five months of their service year, the 
VISTAs have attended three multi-day 
conferences (among them the “Poverty 
Matters! Conference” organized by the 
Community Action Agency), a one day 
Nonprofit Leadership Conference held at 
UW-Parkside, and six other one off 
trainings.  Through these trainings, the 
VISTAs have gained knowledge on 
various topics such as Evaluations and 
Outcomes, Grant Writing, Social Media, 
Fund Development and Marketing.  
These trainings have provided the seven 
VISTAs with the skills to accomplish 
some truly amazing things, on which I am 
proud to elaborate in this and future 
newsletters. 
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 Community Based Learning with  
Human Capital Development Corporation, Inc. 

 
 UW-Parkside’s Center for Community Partnerships (CCP), co- 
sponsor of the UW-Parkside VISTA Project, administers many different 
programs for the Racine/Kenosha community, among them connecting local 
nonprofit organizations with Community Based Learning classes at the 
university. This past fall semester, Instructor Suresh Chalasani and his MIS 
328 Database Management Systems class worked with VISTA Adam Coonen 
and his supervisor, Nicole Hunt, on a database for Human Capital 
Development Corp, Inc.(HCDC)  
 To prepare the class for the project, Adam made presentations to the 
class on how HCDC was planning to use the database.  Then, the class broke 
up into six groups, each group working on its own database. Throughout the 
semester, Adam worked one on one with the groups, frequently visiting the 
class to answer questions and give feedback during the development of the 
databases. Upon completion, the HCDC office reviewed all the finished 
products and chose the one that best fit their needs. Overall, HCDC was 
looking for one that not only tracked their data, but would allow them better 
access to reporting information.  They also needed a database that was user 
friendly so it could easily be used by their diverse staff. One database stood 
out above the rest.  At the moment, Adam is currently beta-testing the top  
pick by entering about 50 old files and will then run through the data to 
ensure that the entire system is working correctly.  If all goes well, the 
database should fully up and running in a few months. 
 Nicole Hunt feels that having the groups work on six different projects 
ensured that HCDC would receive a quality product.  She also said that “I 
believe the students learned a lot about understanding and working towards 
customers’ needs, rather than what the students saw as the best option. The 
entire experience was wonderful and so useful to our organization!” 

 

Adam as he beta-tests the new database at HCDC. 

 
 

 

 



“Financial Fitness” at  
SC Johnson Golden Rondelle Theater 

 
 On January 15th, SC Johnson hosted a Community 
Interest Program called “Financial Fitness” in partnership with 
the Racine Coalition for Financial Fitness and Family Service of 
Racine. Approximately 60 Racine residents gathered at the 
Golden Rondelle Theater on SC Johnson’s Campus for the event, 
which consisted of a Financial Fitness Resource Fair followed by 
a one-hour presentation on a variety of topics related to financial 
literacy. Stefanie Molinaro, AmeriCorps VISTA stationed at 
Family Service of Racine and chairperson of the Coalition for 
Financial Fitness, and her supervisor Chip Wood, took the lead 
on organizing the event.  Attendees heard presentations about 
various topics including the benefits of banking, the importance 
of good credit, the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) 
program and home buying.  The presenters at the event came 
from many organizations including: Bev Baker (UW-Extension), 
Wally Rendon (Educators Credit Union), Cheryl Montgomery 
(Racine Kenosha Community Action Agency), Donna   
Maldonado (Housing Resources, Inc.) and Racine County 
Treasurer Jane Nikolai. All of the UW-Parkside VISTAs were in 
attendance, either working the Resource Fair on behalf of their 
organizations, or in support of their fellow VISTAs. 
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Point in Time Homeless Count 
 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day is 
approaching, a day designated as a 
National Day of Service.  As such, it is a 
great time for the UW-Parkside VISTAs  
to get out and do some extra good in the 
community.  This year, the VISTAs will  
be participating in the Point in Time 
Homeless Count, organized by the   
Racine Homeless Assistance Coalition 
(HAC)/ Continuum of Care (CoC). The 
Count is mandated by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for communities 
across the country to receive funding.  
The Point in Time Count is one way to 
collectively understand the scope and 
breadth of homelessness in our nation 
and our individual communities. The 
count is an important effort to make sure 
the voices of people experiencing 
homelessness in the Racine community 
are heard and efforts are made to   
provide appropriate services. It also   
helps communities develop more  
effective plans and measure progress 
towards ending homelessness.  Some 
VISTAs will be helping with the 
preparation leading up to the event,  
while others will participate in the    
actual count on January 30th, from 8pm-
3am. 
 
If you would like more information 
or would like to participate in the 
Point in Time Homeless Count, 
contact Lillian Proctor at 
LMP@legalaction.org. 
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VISTAs Anna Harris and Adam Coonen participate in the Resource Fair at the 

Financial Fitness event held at SC Johnson Golden Rondelle Theater. 

 

 



 

VISTA Spotlight: Stefanie Molinaro, 
 Racine Coalition for Financial Fitness 

 For her year of service as a VISTA, Stefanie is 
leading the Racine Coalition for Financial Fitness as 
Chairperson. Stefanie’s duties for the coalition include 
working on tasks such as strengthening internal and 
external communications plans, planning and 
coordinating various financial education events and 
workshops, maintaining the Racine Coalition for 
Financial Fitness website and social media sites, 
facilitating monthly meetings and task force initiative 
meetings, and working with community partners to 
spread awareness of the importance of financial 
literacy.  
 Stefanie Molinaro is a resident of Kenosha and 
a recent graduate of UW-Parkside, where she earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in English. She is planning to attend 
Graduate School next year to work towards a Master’s 
of Science in Education.  She hopes to pursue a career 
as a secondary English teacher. 
Stefanie Molinaro is pictured to the right. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
UW-Parkside VISTA Project Partners: 
 

       
 
 

        
 
 
 
For more information on the UW-Parkside 
VISTA Project, contact Amanda DesLauriers at 
deslauri@uwp.edu. 
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VISTA Supports VITA 
Erica Linc, VISTA working with the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program, has been quite successful in her 
preparations for this year’s tax season. 
The VITA Program provides no-cost tax 
return preparation for households that 
make less than $49,000 a year. So far, 
Erica has recruited about 30 volunteer 
tax filers, all trained by the IRS. These 
volunteers can inform taxpayers about 
special tax credits for which they may 
qualify such as Earned Income Tax 
Credit, Child Tax Credit, and Credit for 
the Elderly or the Disabled. 
 
Tax filings will be available by 
appointment only at the Racine County 
Workforce Development Center Monday 
– Thursday, 4:30 – 8:00pm and at the 
Racine Public Library on Saturdays, 
12:00 – 3:00pm. For more information 
about becoming a volunteer or to 
schedule an appointment please contact 
vita@rkcaa.org or call 262-637-8377 ext. 
117 or 132. 
 

mailto:vita@rkcaa.org

