
Hello Advocates! 

We hope you had a great July 4 and are enjoying your summer.  Our staff and our advocates have been keeping 
the pressure on from visits to the hill to visits with the Secretary of State! Our advocacy efforts have been in full 
swing.  Here’s a quick review of key policy changes and activities in the fight against colorectal cancer: 

Fight Colorectal Cancer President, Carlea Bauman, Meets Secretary of Health 
and Human Services 

On July 19, Carlea attended a meeting with the Secretary of HHS Secretary, 
Kathleen Sebelius.  The meeting was held to discuss ways in which disease 
prevention and awareness organizations can reach out to their constituencies on 
the Affordable Care Act.  At the meeting, Fight Colorectal Cancer received a full 
update of what HHS is doing in preparation for enrolment, which included 
Sebelius’ plan to travel throughout country educating public – focusing on states 
with federal marketplaces, and a 24/7 call center to answer the public’s 
questions. Carlea said, "We are finally approaching the time when Americans can 
enroll for health insurance - many for the first time in their lives. Fight Colorectal 
Cancer is committed to making sure patients have the information they need to 
get enrolled and be able to receive the care they'll need to stay or get healthy." 
Fight Colorectal Cancer was one of 14 groups in attendance. 

Fight Colorectal Cancer Asks HHS to Issues Regulations for Clinical Trials 
Coverage 

Effective January 1, as mandated by the Affordable Care Act, all insurers, with the exception of “grandfathered” 
plans, will be required to cover the routine patient costs for items and services furnished in connection with 
participation in a clinical trial.  If the law is implemented appropriately, enrollment in clinical trials will become 
more financially attractive to patients.  Fight Colorectal Cancer was disappointed, however, with an April 
announcement by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that it did not expect to issue regulations 
to govern the law’s implementation. Rather, HHS has said the law is “self-implementing” and that group health 
plans and health insurance issuers are expected to implement the law’s requirements using a “good faith, 
reasonable interpretation of the law.”  A June letter to HHS signed by Fight Colorectal Cancer (attached) called 
upon the agency to issue regulations or guidance before January 2014. The letter states that regulations are 
needed to:  1) include safeguards to ensure that the prevention, detection, and treatment of complications arising 
from clinical trials are covered under the definition of “routine costs”; 2) prevent group health plans and insurance 
issuers from requiring patients to travel unreasonable distances to enroll in a clinical trial with an in-network 
provider; 3) protect patients from delays and administrative barriers that undermine access to clinical trials; and 4) 
ensure that determinations about  whether an individual is an appropriate candidate for participation in a trial that 
qualifies for coverage are made by the patient’s health care professional.  Fight Colorectal Cancer is keeping its 
eyes on this one, stay tuned for further updates. 

Fight Colorectal Cancer Advocates Go to the Hill with One Voice Against Cancer (OVAC) 
 
On July 9, Fight Colorectal Cancer advocates joined cancer research and 
prevention advocates from across the country to lobby Congress as “One 
Voice Against Cancer” (OVAC).  Fight Colorectal Cancer is a member of 
OVAC, which was formed in 2000 as a collaboration of national non-profit 
organizations to deliver a unified message to Congress and the White House 
on the need for increased cancer-related appropriations.  Representing Fight 
Colorectal Cancer was Josh Wimberly, Grassroots Action Committee 
Member and survivor; Belle Piazza, Grassroots Action Committee Member 
and survivor; Rochelle Joseph, survivor and advocate; and Dan Dixon, Ph.D., 
cancer researcher.  
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Participants from 19 organizations participated in 142 House and Senate meetings. During the meetings, advocates 
called on lawmakers to 1) end sequestration and stop the cuts to cancer research and prevention funding; and 2) 
increase funding for the fight against cancer. We need to keep the drumbeat for cancer funding going. Lawmakers 
will be heading to their home states and districts in August. Look for opportunities, such as county fairs and town 
hall meetings, to ask your lawmakers to take action in support of cancer research and prevention funding. Stay 
tuned for information on how you can host your own town hall meeting! 
 
Fight Colorectal Cancer attended the Center for Disease Control’s Grand Rounds on the future of Screening! 
The CDC hosts a monthly webcast to promote discussion on major health issues, called the Public Health Grand 
Rounds.  This month the Grand Rounds included a live panel discussion, and Anjee and Emily joined the discussion 
in Atlanta, GA. The topic of discussion was, “The Future of Cancer Screening: Public Health Approaches”.   
 
The panel was made up of thought leaders, Dr. T.R. Levine, Chief of Gastroenterology of Kaiser Permanente 
Medical; Dr. Otis Brawley, Chief Medical Officer of American Cancer Society; Dr. Rachel Ballard-Babash, Associate 
Director of the Applied Research Program of the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control Population Services of 
the National Cancer Institute; Dr. Ned Calogne, President and CEO of the Colorado Trust, Associate Professor of 
Family Medicine at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Epidemiology at the Colorado School of 
Public; and, Dr. Marcus Plescia, Director of the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control at the National Center for 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC.  
 
Topics covered included the benefits of screening, screening models in other countries compared with those in the 
US, integrating public health with primary care, screening disparities, and the use of the Fecal Immunochemical 
Test (FIT).  You can watch the presentation here. 
 

 
 
Number of H.R. 1070 Cosponsors Grows – We Need your Help to Get to 50 by August! 
The “Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act” (H.R. 1070) now has the cosponsorship support of 37 
House lawmakers.  Help Fight Colorectal Cancer reach its goal of 50 cosponsors by August 1. H.R. 1070 would 
waive Medicare beneficiary coinsurance for colorectal cancer screening colonoscopy when a polyp is removed.  To 
find out if your representative has cosponsored H.R. 1070 go to www.thomas.gov and search by bill number.  
There are currently 18 members of Congress, listed below, who cosponsored last year’s bill who have yet to 
cosponsor H.R. 1070.  If your representative is on it, take a moment today to call or email and ask him/her to 
cosponsor H.R. 1070. Include in your request a reminder that the representative cosponsored the bill last year 
(H.R. 4120) and that you are counting on his/her support again this year.     

Rep. Michael Capuano (D-MA) 
Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) 
Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD) 
Rep. Michael Doyle (D-PA) 
Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
Rep. Jim Gerlach (R-PA) 
Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY) 

Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ) 
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ) 
Rep. Tom Latham (R-IA) 
Rep. Patrick Meehan (R-PA) 
Rep. Michael Michaud (D-ME) 
Rep. Tim Murphy (R-PA) 
Rep. Collin Peterson (D-MN) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hsdb6xVZVc
http://www.thomas.gov/


Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-IL) 
Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-OR) 

Rep. Christopher Smith (R-NJ) 
Rep. John Tierney (D-MA)

 

Senate Appropriators Restore Medical Research Funding 

On July 11, the Senate Appropriations Committee agreed to a fiscal year (FY) 2014 Labor, Health and Human 
Services (HHS), and Education spending bill.  The bill funds the National Institutes of Health (NIH) at $30.95 billion, 
which fills the $1.5 billion funding hole caused by sequestration (or across-the-board budget cuts) this year and 
provides an additional $324 million increase over FY 2013.  The NIH funding increases translates into a $23 million 
increase for the National Cancer Institute for a total of $5.09 billion.   

Funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Colorectal Cancer Control Program would also be 
restored to its pre-sequestration level of $43 million.   

The House allocation for its Labor-HHS-Education spending bill is $122 billion -- $43 billion less than the Senate 
allocation.  During consideration of the spending bill, Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski (D-
MD) remarked that the House allocation is the level of the 2002 Labor-HHS-Education bill. “Since 2002, America 
has grown by more than 28 million people. We have two million more kids in school. A Labor-HHS bill at the 2002 
level simply cannot meet the needs of the American people today,” said Mikulski.  Also during her remarks Sen. 
Mikulski highlighted the NIH by calling it “a world-class institution.”  Mikulski added, “I call it the National Institutes 
of Hope. It serves as the foundation for U.S. medical innovation.” 

During the committee consideration, Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS) offered an amendment to take a proposed $1.35 
billion increase to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for program management, including 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, and transfer it to NIH. The amendment was rejected by party-line vote 
with 14 Republicans voting in favor and 16 Democrats against.  While Democrats were not expected to support an 
amendment that would divert money from Affordable Care Action implementation, Sen. Moran’s amendment 
reflects the success the medical research advocacy committee has had in raising the profile of NIH funding.  Your 
advocacy is making a difference, keep up the good work! 

While the Senate committee action is welcomed news, the prospect for passing a Labor-HHS-Education spending 
bill at the Senate level will be a significant challenge, hinging largely on whether lawmakers can research a deal on 
avoiding another sequester of federal funding. The Senate committee-passed bill must now be considered by the 
full Senate.  House Committee action on its Labor-HHS-Education spending bill has not been scheduled.   

House Appropriators Protect Funding for CDMRPs 
On June 12 the House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the fiscal year (FY) 2014 Department of 
Defense (DoD) spending bill.  The bill would provide $15 million for the Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program 
(PRCRP), which permits the use of funds for research on select cancers, including colorectal cancer.  The 
appropriations process is far from over, but this is definitely a step in the right direction.  Congratulations 
advocates for your work in convincing lawmakers of the importance of this program to colorectal cancer research! 
 
Legislation to Improve Safety of Drugs Advance in Congress 
On June 3, the House passed legislation (H.R. 1919) designed to strengthen the security of the pharmaceutical 
distribution supply chain. The legislation was prompted by recent cases of counterfeit and diverted medicines in 
the U.S. drug supply. While Fight Colorectal Cancer supports the goal of the legislation, it went on record prior to 
the House vote, expressing concerns that the House bill does not chart a clear path toward a meaningful unit-level 
traceability system. A competing, stronger, measure (S. 957) passed the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions (HELP) Committee on May 22. Because the bills differ, it sets up a scenario of a possible conference 
committee where the differences between the bills will be reconciled with the opportunity to preserve the 
stronger provisions of the Senate bill.  


