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Faculty from several disciplines at Macalester 
College visited Woodlawn Park in Chicago to 
study the revitalization project as part of its 2011 
Urban Faculty Colloquium. POAH Board 
Member George Latimer, Professor Emeritus at 
Macalester which is located in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, helped organize the Woodlawn site 
visit. The college is part of the Associated 
Colleges of the Midwest. 
 
The group heard presentations about the 
revitalization project by POAH and Preservation 
Housing Management (PHM) staff and local 
Alderman Willie Cochran. The group then took a 
walking tour of the site that included a tour of 
refurbished and newly constructed units. 

 
“The Macalester faculty was uniformly 
impressed by the presentation by POAH and 
PHM staff and took away a real understand of 
the vision of the project,” said Latimer. “In 
particular, they were inspired by the sense of 
dedication and connection to the residents 
conveyed by the management staff. 

“Interestingly, the faculty – which represented 
many different disciplines – all found something 
about the project that stirred their curiosity and 
interest.” 

Alderman Cochran told the group that when 
Grove Parc residents were looking for an 
organization to help them revitalize the area, 
“POAH shined a little bit more than the rest; 
they had a good history and resources.” 

College Faculty Study Woodlawn Revitalization as 
part of Colloquium 

Cochran alluded to the “holistic approach” that 
he supports consistent with the mission of 
HUD’s Choice Neighborhood Initiative – 
improved housing combined with education, 
social services, after school programs and 
more. 

“It is my goal and the goal of POAH to stabilize 
this community and increase the population 
again,” said Cochran alluding to the exodus of 
many families from the South Side over the past 
few decades. He said the way to improve the 
economy is to support local businesses like 
retail shops which flourish when the income 
level of residents rises. “In order to do this, we 
have to improve our schools so that the 
workforce will compliment the needs.” Cochran 
cited the Center for Working Families at Hull 
House as an important resource offering GED 
programs, employment services, and workforce 
development in addition to city colleges that 
offer certification programs, vocational and 
technical training. 

“There is a strong future for this community,” 
said Cochran pointing to “public transportation, 
parks, collaboration with other organizations 
and leadership to move this initiative forward to 
benefit tenants and to make outsiders see we 
have a solid plan. We believe that the Choice 
program will make us a winner in the end.” 


