
Marbim B’simcha 5771: Purim 2011         
Celebrate good times, it’s Adar! 

Compiled by Amy Dorsch, USY Education Coordinator 
 
Purim in a “nutshell:” 

• Purim celebrates the victory of the Jews of the Persian Empire over the evil Haman, 
advisor to King Achashverosh. Haman had planned to massacre all the Jews on the 13th 
of Adar, but was defeated due to the courage and bravery of noble Modechai and his 
niece, Queen Esther.  

• Purim is a Rabbinic holiday, not  a Yom Tov because it is post-biblical 
• Purim is meant to be joyous and celebratory. One is commanded to be happy and joyful 

on this day of miracle and celebration of Jewish victory over our enemies 
• The day before Purim is called “Taanit Esther,” the Fast of Esther and is a minor fast 

day to commemorate the bravery of Queen Esther who fasted before she approached 
the King with news of Haman’s plan.  

• “Shushan Purim”- in Megilat Esther (see Esther 9:18-19 below), there is a variation in 
celebration between those living in the city of Shushan and those outside of Shushan. 
Those outside of Shushan celebrated Purim one day later. It was declared that Purim 
should be celebrated on the 14th of Adar, but in any city that is walled (as Shushan was), 
it should be celebrated one day later, on the 15th. Today, the only walled cities where this 
is relevant would be: Jerusalem, Tzfat, T’verya and Lod. If you find yourself in Jerusalem 
in Adar, you will be celebrating one day later than your North American friends! 

• The four central mitzvot of Purim are: Seudat Mitzvah: the Purim feast, Matanot L’evyonim, 
gifts to the needy, Megillah, reading the Book of Esther, and Mishloach Manot, sending 
parcels of goodies to our friends and family.  

 
For more information on Purim, please check out the USY publication “Moadim L’simcha: A Celebration 
of Jewish Holidays available at: https://secure.uscj.org/bookservice --Department of Youth 
Activities.   
 
Holiday sources:  
Talmud, Taanit 29a: משנכנס אדר מרבין בשמחה - When Adar comes, joy is increased 
 
Esther 9:18-22 

-ֲאֶׁשר )ְוַהְּיהּוִדים(והיהודיים   יח
, ִנְקֲהלּו ִּבְׁשלֹוָׁשה ָעָׂשר ּבֹו, ְּבׁשּוָׁשן

ַּבֲחִמָּׁשה , ְונֹוַח; ּבֹו ,ּוְבַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר
 היֹום ִמְׁשֶּת, ְוָעׂשֹה אֹתֹו, ָעָׂשר ּבֹו
  .ְוִׂשְמָחה

18 But the Jews that were in Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day 
thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same 
they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness.  

 פרוזיםֵּכן ַהְּיהּוִדים ה-ַעל  יט
--ַהּיְֹׁשִבים ְּבָעֵרי ַהְּפָרזֹות, )ַהְּפָרִזים(

ָעָׂשר ְלחֶֹדׁש  עִֹׂשים ֵאת יֹום ַאְרָּבָעה

19 Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns, 
make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and 
a good day, and of sending portions one to another.  



ּוִמְׁשלַֹח ; ִׂשְמָחה ּוִמְׁשֶּתה ְויֹום טֹוב, ֲאָדר
  .ִאיׁש ְלֵרֵעהּו ,ָמנֹות

-ָּכל-ַוִּיְׁשַלח ְסָפִרים ֶאל; ָהֵאֶּלה ַהְּדָבִרים-ֶאת, ַוִּיְכּתֹב ָמְרֳּדַכי  כ
, ַהְּקרֹוִבים--ֶלְך ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁשַהֶּמ ְמִדינֹות-ֲאֶׁשר ְּבָכל, ַהְּיהּוִדים
  .ְוָהְרחֹוִקים

20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto 
all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far,  

ָעה ָעָׂשר ְלחֶֹדׁש יֹום ַאְרָּב ִלְהיֹות עִֹׂשים ֵאת--ֲעֵליֶהם, ְלַקֵּים  כא
  .ְוָׁשָנה, ָׁשָנה-ְּבָכל  :ֲחִמָּׁשה ָעָׂשר ּבֹו-ְוֵאת יֹום, ֲאָדר

21 to enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth 
day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, 
yearly,  

ְוַהחֶֹדׁש ֲאֶׁשר , ים ֵמאְֹיֵביֶהםַהְּיהּוִד ָנחּו ָבֶהם-ֲאֶׁשר, ַּכָּיִמים  כב
ְיֵמי , ַלֲעׂשֹות אֹוָתם; ּוֵמֵאֶבל ְליֹום טֹוב, ְלִׂשְמָחה ֶנְהַּפְך ָלֶהם ִמָּיגֹון
  .ּוַמָּתנֹות ָלֶאְביִֹנים, ּוִמְׁשלַֹח ָמנֹות ִאיׁש ְלֵרֵעהּו ,ִמְׁשֶּתה ְוִׂשְמָחה

22 the days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, 
and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow 
to gladness, and from mourning into a good day; that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.  

 

Turn the four Mitzvot of Purim into a program! 
 
In North America, Purim is one of the most widely celebrated Jewish holidays because of it’s 
associated joyous and community centered mitzvot to eat, enjoy, share, give and celebrate. 
Carnivals and parades, costume parties and balls are all common ways of celebrating Purim 
today. Use these ideas to increase your joy on Purim and include the four central mitzvot of this 
day.  
 
Why these four customs?  
Text Source: The Megillah tells us so! Esther 9:22 

ַהְּיהּוִדים  םָנחּו ָבֶה-ֲאֶׁשר, ַּכָּיִמים  כב
 ְוַהחֶֹדׁש ֲאֶׁשר ֶנְהַּפְך ָלֶהם ִמָּיגֹון, ֵמאְֹיֵביֶהם
, ַלֲעׂשֹות אֹוָתם; ּוֵמֵאֶבל ְליֹום טֹוב, ְלִׂשְמָחה

ּוִמְׁשלַֹח ָמנֹות ִאיׁש  ,ְיֵמי ִמְׁשֶּתה ְוִׂשְמָחה
  .ּוַמָּתנֹות ָלֶאְביִֹנים, ְלֵרֵעהּו

22 the days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, 
and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to 
gladness, and from mourning into a good day; that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.  

Seudat Mitzvah: The Purim Feast 
 
“They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat! On Purim this humorous summary of every Jewish 
holiday couldn’t be truer! Purim should be a joyous time to eat and be merry. It’s a mitzvah to 
have fun and enjoy a yummy feast. Food is a huge draw for USYers so turn this mitzvah into a 
program opportunity! 

• Host a huge Purim feast where all participants dress in costumes. Ask for volunteers to 
prepare “shtik” such as jokes, silly contests, imrpov games and little skits. 

• Make it inter-generational and invite bubbies and zaidies  or older community members 
who may not have their children and grandchildren nearby, to join 

• Have the USYers host a family Seuda and entertain young children. Part of the proceeds 
can be donated to Tikun Olam.  



• Turn your evening into a theme dinner. For example, do Mexican Feista Purim and re-
enact the Purim story Mexican style! 

• Host a “Silly Seuda-“ a Seuda with a twist such as a backwards dinner, a dinner where 
you speak only through questions, song or rhyme or any other silly type of interaction. 

• Ask the USYers to assemble centerpieces for the dinner that could be donated as a 
Tzedakah project (such as a nicely wrapped basket of toiletries or children’s books). 

• Turn your Seuda into a Murder Mystery dinner.  The concept could be that someone has 
plotted to kill King Achashverosh and it could designed along the lines of the game 
“Clue.” With everyone in costume, this can be a wonderful twist on the mitzvah of 
Seuda.  

• Have the USYers play host to the synagogue members and MC the synagogue suedah 
after Megillah. They may include jokes, skits, trivia and other silliness for the children.  

• “ad lo yada”- is it a mitzvah to drink on Purim? If you’d like to include a text study or 
deepen the educational content (as in serious discussion), discuss the question of “to 
drink or not to drink”- whether it is indeed a mitzvah to become intoxicated in Purim. 
Sources for this discussion can be attained by contacting Amy Dorsch in the USY office 
(contact information below).  

 
Megillah 
 
On Purim we are instructed to hear every single word of the Megillah twice- both morning and 
evening. As a community, we hear every word of this story, to remind ourselves of the triumph 
of good over evil, the idea that as Jews we’re all responsible for one another and that it is our 
responsibility to remember and fight against tyranny and bigotry. 

• Host a USY Megillah reading. To make it more participatory, have groups of USYers 
perform shtik or “commercials” in between chapters. Include trivia questions and “fun 
facts.” 

• In addition to providing copies of the Megillah, ask an active, reliable USYer to type up a 
21st century version of the story, by chapter, using colloquial language, slang and ideas. 
For example, in the Megillah, Mordechai sends a message to Esther with news her 
overhears of a plot to kill the King. In a 21st century version, the message would be sent 
via digital text! Another way you could do this is to repeat the perek (chapter) or pasuk 
(verse) from the Megillah as 21st century scene in a skit format or song parody. 

• Make the reading itself more engaging: Read the Megillah in voices, have a prop person 
assigned to holding up props as certain words are mentioned in the story, before each 
chapter, assign a different type of noise or sound effect for Haman’s name  

• Write your own USY Purim Parody to present at the end of the Megillah reading. Check 
out some of these hilarious parodies for ideas: http://ot006.urj.net/purim.htm 

• Use a soundtrack to introduce each chapter. Find an appropriate song with which to 
start the chapter. Set up a screen with a Powerpoint presentation in the background. This 
takes a lot of preparation but can be very funny.  

• Bring the Megillah to those who cannot fulfill the mitzvah on their own such as a 
seniors’ home  

• Finally, create a Purim Shpiel to present at the end. Musicals are easy to work with as are 
Disney songs! 



 
Mishloach Manot 
 
Doesn’t everyone love goodies? This mitzvah is meant to add joy to our holiday celebration by 
sharing with others. The guidelines of the Mishloach Manot custom are to give at least 2 types of 
food to at least 2 different people.  

• Many synagogues organize Mishloach Manot packages as a fundraiser. Have the USYers 
package and deliver them as a fundraiser for Tikun Olam. 

• Another Tzedakah project could be to send Mishloach Manot to a seniors’ center or to 
Jewish hospital bound patients, to new community members or college freshmen (USY 
Alumnae) from your community. Many synagogues collect the new addresses of their 
graduated seniors and send holiday cards. You m ay be in luck! 

• At your Purim program, organize a “Secret Friend” Mishloach Manot exchange.  
• Go Green and make re-usable bags in which to pack the MM goodies. If budget allows, 

try and find local or organic snacks instead of processed snack items 
• If your USYers have volunteered to deliver Mishloach Maniot, make the delivery itself 

into a fun event such as a human scavenger hunt. This allows the USYers to get to know 
the recipients of their packages. Each car gets one list of required signatures. The items 
on the list could be anything from “someone who went on USY Pilgrimage before 1985” 
to “someone whose first language is not English.” 

 
Matanot L’evyonim: Gifts to the Needy 
 

שאין שם שמחה , מוטב לאדם להרבות במתנות אביונים מלהרבות בסעודתו ובשלוח מנות לרעיו 
שהמשמח לב האמללים האלו דומה , גדולה ומפוארה אלא לשמח לב עניים ויתומים ואלמנות וגרים

. להחיות רוח שפלים ולהחיות לב נדכאיםז"ישעיהו נלשכינה שנאמר   
“It is better for a person to increase gifts to the poor than to increase his feast or the Mishloach 
Manot to his neighbors. Therefore there is no joy greater or more rewarding than to gladden the 
heart of the poor, orphans, widows, and strangers. For by gladdening the hearts of the 
downtrodden, we are following the example of the Divine.” – Rambam, Misheh Torah, Hilchot 
Megillah 2:17 
 
On Purim, we celebrate our fortune by remembering those who are not as fortunate. Many 
families may choose to make a Tzedakah donation to an organized charity but your USYers can 
participate in this mitzvah more directly! Here are some ideas: 

• Organize a _______ drive (toiletries, books, winter clothing, food, school supplies 
• Volunteer at a soup kitchen or community food pantry 
• Have the USYers create a Purim Shpiel for Megillah night and sell tickets. All proceeds 

will go to Tikun Olam charities  
• Sell home-made (by USYers) Hamantashen and have all proceeds go to feed the hungry 
• Donate any leftover food from the Seudah to a shelter 
• Esther’s Beauty Pageant: Invite those coming to hear Megillah to bring any business type 

or formal clothing items they no longer wear to donate to Dress for Success, a company 



that provides interview clothing for women who cannot afford formal interview wear 
(there are branches in most major cities) 

 
These ideas are only the beginning. Your Purim plan may already be under way but you can add 
any of the above to your program. One of the best ways to plan for Purim in USY is to involve 
the USYers in the community celebration- this allows them to demonstrate leadership and gives 
them opportunities to be part of the community and give back.  They also offer fun, friendly and 
silly ideas which are perfect for the spirit of Purim.  
 
For more program or educational ideas, or to share a successful holiday program you have facilitated in your 
chapter, please contact Amy Dorsch in the USY Central office at: dorsch@uscj.org or 212-533-7800 ext 1115 
or click on: www.usy.org/advisors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


