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On August 3, 2010, primary elections will take place for candidates in the following races:   
 

 State Senator: Districts 17 and 18 
 State Representative: Districts 52, 53, 54, and 55 

 
 Ann Arbor City Mayor 
 Ann Arbor City Council Wards 1, 4, and 5 (no contest in Wards 2 and 3) 
 Ypsilanti City Mayor 
 Ypsilanti City Council Wards 1, 2,  and 3 
 Augusta Township Trustee 
 Pittsfield Township Trustee 
 Scio Township Trustee (no contest) 
 

As a public service, The Arts Alliance asked the candidates to respond to the following two 
questions about their positions on arts and culture in our community. 
 
       1.  What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
 

2.  If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County? Please be specific. 

 
 
Listed below are the responses we  received from candidates in the contested elections.  We will 
repeat this survey and distribute its findings prior to the November elections. 
 
Thanks for your support of the arts and don’t forget to vote on August 3!  (A list of polling sites is 
available at 
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/clerk_register/elections/el_precincts.html). 
 
 
The Arts Alliance is a non-partisan organization that endorses no candidate running for 
office.  
 

http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/clerk_register/elections/el_precincts.html
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Please feel free to share this information with others who may be interested. 
 
How to Read This Document 
 

 Candidate information is listed in the following order:  State, City, Village, Township 
 Candidates are listed in alphabetical order by last name 
 Candidates' comments are provided as received, without editing 
 (D) is the code for Democrat; (R) is the code for Republican  

 
 
Candidates for State Senator 
 
 
17th District 
 
R. Al Bain (R) 
  No Response 
 
Paul Hengy (D) 
  No Response 
 
Randy Richardville (R) 
  No response 
 
John Spencer (D) 
  No response 
 
 
18th District 
 
Pam Byrnes (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? I believe that arts and 
culture enrich our daily lives and play an integral role in the sustainability of our communities.  
Successful companies recognize that a talented workforce will gravitate toward communities that 
have a flourishing niche in arts and culture.  State support of the arts should be seen as an 
economic development tool that needs to be utilized to compete in the global economy. 
Unfortunately, MCACA funding is at its lowest level in 35 years. We must develop new revenue 
strategies to sustain our investment in the arts. 
 
 2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific.  I will continue to 
support and promote the arts and artists in Washtenaw County through such initiatives as my Art 
on the House program.  This has been a collaborative endeavor with the Ann Arbor Arts Alliance 
to display and promote the exceptional work being produced by local artists.  It includes a series 
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of fine art exhibits featuring artists living in and responding to life in Washtenaw County. These 
exhibits share information with visitors to my office about the County’s Master Plan as a model 
for cultural growth and demonstrate, first hand, the beneficial effects of integrating art into a work 
environment, namely that of our state government.  The exhibits also communicate the story 
about the collaborations taking place between the Arts Alliance, working artists, art businesses 
and art not-for-profits in Washtenaw County.  
 
John Hochstetler (R) 
  No response 
 
Tom Partridge (D) 
  No response 
 
Rebekah Warren (D) 
  No response 
 
Gary Wellings (R) 
  No response 
 
 
Candidates for State House of Representatives 
 
52nd District  
 
Christine Green (D) 
  No Response 
 
Jeffery R. Lee (D) 
  No Response 
 
Robert Wozniak (D) 
  No Response 
 
 
53rd District 
 
Jeff Irwin (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
I support public funding for the arts and I have a record of support for the arts as an elected 
official.  A vibrant arts community is necessary to a successful community.  Arts are crucial to 
attracting and retaining the kinds of businesses we want to grow in Michigan.  Employers and 
business owners look for the same things we all look for when choosing where to locate – where 
will I have the highest quality of life?  Further, a thriving arts and cultural scene is vital to tourism, 
Michigan’s third largest industry.  Arts and cultural institutions and activities draw people to our 
state and spur the creation of ancillary businesses such as restaurants.  Cultural facilities also 
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enhance property values and can contribute to urban and rural revitalization.  Of course, success 
cannot be judged only by financial metrics, genuine success as a community depends on a high 
quality of life.  Arts and culture are a vital part of that calculation. 

In 1997, the Wayne State University Commission on Arts and Public Policy (CAPP) conducted a 
study entitled, Arts and the Quality of Life in Michigan, Part I.  The study showed that arts 
contribute measurably to improving the quality of life in our state.  Other studies have shown that 
children who participate in the arts do better in “core” educational subject areas such as math. 

As a Washtenaw County Commissioner, I was proud to contribute financially to the Arts Alliance 
Cultural Plan.  Also, when the county considered increasing hotel room taxes, we created a 
committee to discuss how the Conventions and Visitors Bureau would handle this potential 
revenue.  I sat on that committee and appointed a member from the Arts Alliance board to ensure 
that the CVB would provide advertising and marketing support to arts and cultural events.  
Washtenaw County has an important arts and cultural scene and the county has been a partner. 

 2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
Michigan’s support for the arts goes back more than 40 years to when the Michigan Cultural 
Commission was created.  Until now, our state has continued to support the arts through 
successor institutions and state funding.  This funding reached a peak of $26 million in 2001, but 
since then has fallen dramatically.  This year, state arts funding was only $2 million.   If this state 
funding is eliminated as Governor Granholm has previously proposed, we could be the only state 
in the country not funding ongoing arts programs.   

If elected, I will support public funding for arts and culture.  I believe that our message should be 
directed toward using arts and culture as a catalyst for economic development.  A small 
investment in arts and cultural events and programs can produce big results for our citizens.  
Here are a few specific things we can do as a state to improve our quality of life and the 
economic value of our great arts and cultural offerings: 

1.  Increase awareness of Michigan’s many incredible arts and cultural organizations, activities, 
and institutions through Travel Michigan.  For example, if Michigan spent a fraction of their golf 
marketing dollars on arts marketing we might not be talking about how to save the DIA and the 
Detroit Opera House. 

2.  Protect funding for arts education.  Many students find success and meaning through arts and 
music, we should make it our goal that Michigan's schools are the best in the nation.  Great arts 
programming is a key part of meeting that goal. 

3.  Build real public transit.  People have to get to arts and cultural events.  Particularly with 
venues that feature live music, patrons want a safe and convenient way to get home.  Transit 
investments create nodes of activity and commerce.  Arts and cultural institutions will benefit from 
investments in transit. 

4.  Provide small matching grants to arts and cultural festivals statewide.  When a community 
gets together and hosts a large event like the Sumer Festival or the Ann Arbor Film Festival, the 
state should be a small partner.  In the past, the state did provide some matching funds for these 
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events and the cost was tiny.  Just as an example, instead of granting a $37 million per year tax 
break to the satellite television industry, we should be investing in the quality of life of our 
communities. 

Ned Staebler (D) 
  No Response 
 
 
54th District 
 
Richard C. Deitering (R) 
  No response 
 
Dave Franklin (D) 
  No Response 
 
Edison Hubert (D) 
  No Response 
 
Rodney C. Nanny (R) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
As a community planning and economic development consultant, I am very familiar with the 
benefits of local arts and cultural programs to a community.  My wife and I deliberately chose to 
purchase a home in the City of Ypsilanti between downtown and the EMU campus because of 
the wealth of such (public and private) programs and events that are available within walking 
distance!   
 
My wife Nanci is on the Board of Directors of our Ypsilanti Youth Theater, and both of us are 
volunteers for the Ypsilanti Youth Orchestra.  In addition, I served for several years on the Board 
of Directors for the Ypsilanti New Year's Jubilee - an annual, multi-venue, family-friendly 
celebration of music and theater that (sadly) is currently on hiatus because of the economy and 
resulting drop in the private and corporate donations which funded the event for many years. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
To learn more about our plan to restore jobs and prosperity to Michigan, visit the Rodney 
Nanney for 54th District State Representative website at http://www.VoteRodney.com.  
 
William Riney (D) 
  No Response 
 
David E. Rutledge (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
I am an avid supporter of the arts in the Washtenaw County community.  Further, I support public 
funding for the arts and culture because of the significant impact it has on our local and state 

http://voterodney.com/?page_id=20
http://voterodney.com/?page_id=13
http://www.voterodney.com/
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economy and our quality of life.  A strong arts and cultural environment can serve to attract 
residents as well as businesses to an area.  The Ann Arbor Art Fair is an excellent example of 
the economic impact that a strong arts program can have on a community.  
  
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
If elected, the actions I will take to ensure that arts and culture offerings survive and thrive in 
Washtenaw County are: 
 

 Increase grant opportunities through MCACA 
 Propose incubators for nurturing arts entrepreneurs just like those that nurture high tech 

start-up companies. 
 Link the arts more formally to school curriculum because of the documented benefits it 

offers to the student’s willingness to learn. 
 
 
Lonnie Scott (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
I believe that we must invest in arts and cultural funding for a number of reasons.  First and 
foremost because in times of economic hardship many people rely on the local arts and cultural 
organizations to provide entertainment that increases overall quality of life.  I also believe that 
arts and cultural funds are important because we know that areas with thriving arts and cultural 
epicenters attract business.  Michigan has to stop cutting funding for the things that attract jobs 
and business to the State.  I support increased arts and cultural funding and believe it should be 
one of the priorities when budgeting if we truly want to increase the quality of life in Michigan and 
attract jobs to our State. 

2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
Once elected I will support arts and cultural events with my attendance when available.  I will also 
be a vocal advocate in the Legislature for adequate funding.  I will support legislation that 
increases arts and cultural opportunities and will strive to make sure my constituents know what 
arts and cultural events are happening in and around our district. 
 
 
Michael White (D) 
  No response 
 
 
55th District 
 
Frank Chrzanowski (R) 
  No response 
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Rick Olson (R) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
I am a drama and music supporter, having performed in 5 musicals, including on the stage with 
the Ann Arbor Civic Theater. However, I am not informed enough at this point to express an 
opinion upon the appropriate level of public funding for arts and culture. Therefore, I have no 
specific or measurable actions to recommend at this time. 
  
I remain open to hear the opinion of the voters of my district on the subject. 
 
 
Andrew J. Sosnoski (R) 
  No response 
 

 Candidates for Ann Arbor City Mayor 
 
John Hieftje (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
The arts play a huge role in supporting our city’s award winning quality of life as well as 
contributing directly to the local economy.  I have been and will continue to be a supporter of Ann 
Arbor’s Art In Public Places program.   
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
I am currently working with the Arts Alliance to develop a Community Art Center and Greenway 
Art Park at the old city garage on W. Washington.  We need more space in the city for developing 
artists.  We are planning to have an art center that will nurture artists of all genres.  It will provide 
interpretive artists with practice and performance venues and other artists with studio and gallery 
space at an affordable price.  I will continue to be a strong advocate for the arts in our community 
and in the State Capital.  
  
Patricia Lesko (D) 
  No Response 
 
 
Candidates for Ann Arbor City Council 
 
WARD 1 
 
Sumangala Kailasapathy (D) 
  No response 
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Sandi Smith (D) 
  No response 

 
 
WARD 4 
 
John Eaton (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
Conceptually, I support public funding for arts and culture. I believe that as a community we must 
provide support to performance opportunities, galleries and installations. Ann Arbor is fortunate to 
have such vibrant arts and performances communities.  It is part of who we are.  
 
We must recognize the importance of the arts in our economy. Many residents make at least part 
of their income from their work in the arts. We have many fine galleries that are an important part 
of our commercial health. One of the important attractions of Ann Arbor for potential employers is 
our cultural opportunities. 
 
Because I believe that the arts have an economic component, I would work to focus on local 
artists, when possible. For example, I would have pressed for consideration of a local artist for 
the Police/Courts building installation. 
 
When we discuss public funding of the arts, we must acknowledge our current budget difficulties. 
Art is important, but must be weighed against the other pressing responsibilities of running a city. 
For example, is a particular expenditure for art more important than having police foot patrols 
downtown? Is city support for an event or festival more important than providing shelter for the 
homeless in the winter? That balancing does not mean that art will be neglected. It does mean 
that it may have to be reduced for more pressing demands. 
 
I believe that good stewardship of our financial resources would allow us to provide essential 
public services and continue to support the  arts. I also believe that we must be careful in our art 
related spending so that one project, such as the Police/Courts Building installations, do not 
seem extravagant in times of budget cuts. Practical restrain in public arts funding can avoid the 
potential loss of popular support. 
 
I have mixed feelings about the percent for art program. I like that art is incorporated into city 
buildings and properties. I oppose using restricted funds such as the water millage, roads millage 
or solid waste millage for art. I am also hesitant to use a percent of borrowed funds to finance art. 
The interest on borrowed art funds makes the cost of the art considerably more expensive over 
time. It may be that we have to put the issue of percent for arts to a vote of city residents to 
ensure that it has significant support. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
If I were to win election to the Ann Arbor City Council, I would try to influence the city budget to 
control spending. If the administrative costs of running the city could be brought under control, it 
would make available funding for the arts. Clearly, if the City fails to address the structural 
problems in its budget, arts funding will be under enormous pressure.  
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I support the idea of creating an arts space in the Allen's Creek Greenway property on 
Washington. I support continued support of the top of the park summer performances. I believe 
that the arts are an important component of the parks and recreation system funded by the city. 
 
Admittedly, I am not an artist. I promise, however, to be receptive to the arts community when 
making decisions on council. It is important to me that Ann Arbor maintain a reputation as a city 
with diverse and vibrant cultural activities. It is one of the reasons why so many of us decided to 
remain in Ann Arbor, once we initially came here. 
 
 
Margie Teall (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
My position on public funding for arts and culture is that art is a fundamental aspect of our quality 
of life in Ann Arbor, or it needs to be.  Like transit, roads and parks, arts and culture is an integral 
part of our community that needs public support in order to exist in the public realm, and thereby 
enrich our quality of life.  Ann Arbor has been fortunate to have the University of Michigan to 
provide so much in the way of culture for the whole community.  But I think we have, in the end, 
forgotten about arts and culture that a city can support and provide for its own residents.   
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
I have long supported the idea of a public space for local performance groups to utilize for 
rehearsals or even performances, in conjunction with studio and exhibit space for visual artists.  
To that end, I am working along with the mayor to find a way to transform the building at 415 W. 
Washington into an arts center for the community.  We have a long way to go, but I am hopeful, 
and will continue working to keep this idea moving forward. 
  
In addition, I have been and will continue to be supportive of the City's new Percent for Art 
program. I voted against cutting the program from 1% to 1/2%, and am grateful to the Public Art 
Commission for it's support of the storm water sculpture that will be constructed at the 
Police/Courts facility.   
  
I am on the board of directors of the Michigan Theater Foundation and FestiFOOLS, and have 
helped each organization cut through red tape at the City on a number of projects. 
  
If I am re-elected to the Ann Arbor City Council, I look forward to two more years helping our City 
become increasingly aware and appreciative of the value of accessible arts and culture in public 
spaces, and would welcome ideas to further that end. 
  
WARD 5 
 
John Floyd (R) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
In May I played incidental music for the Ann Arbor Civic Theater Jr, Theater (AACTJT) production 
of The Secret Garden.  The performance was at Mathai Botanical Gardens.  A year earlier, I 
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played incidental music for another AACTJT children’s play. “Blather, Blarney and Balderdash.  
That performance was at one of WCC’s theaters.  I donated my services for both performances. 
 
Both shows were performed in publicly-owned spaces.   Production funding was from ticket sales 
and donations.  I think this gets local government’s role in the arts about right: provide 
gallery/performance space (Artisan’s market, for artisans), and let artists find their audience to 
fund them.  “Audience” includes all the voluntary sponsors of an offering: ticket buyers, buyers of 
paid organization memberships, fundraiser attendees, volunteers, and business sponsors.  
 
When we look at the various units of local government in our area that provide performance 
space – Ann Arbor Public Schools, as well as WCC the University of Michigan, and Eastern 
Michigan University, it is fair to say that there is much public support for the arts in our area. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
Art is not like the new sewer plant expansion: you don’t draw up plans, raise public fees, sell 
bonds, select a contractor, get council approval, and build away.  I’m not sure how we would  
“measure” art, or the vitality of an art scene, as if these were so many gallons of wastewater to 
be processed.  I am reminded of Potter Stewart’s definition of “Pornography”: “I can’t describe it, 
but I know it when I see it.”  I think it is the same with a thriving art scene: hard to describe, easier 
to point to. 
 
It is in the nature of art that its survival and thriving is in the hands of artist and their audiences.  
That is, for the arts to thrive, artists need some idea they burn to express – and their idea needs 
to resonate with other people.  Whether or not an idea resonates with a wider public depends on 
the interplay of the idea itself, the manner, skill, and medium through which it is expressed, and 
the sensibilities of its audience.  To me, this interplay between artist and audience is the hallmark 
of a vital arts scene. 
 
Stepping into the space between artists and their audiences does not strike me as an appropriate 
activity for the Ann Arbor City Council. New art and art forms invariably arise on their own, out of 
the life experiences and imaginations of artists – established, or nascent.  I don’t think council’s 
involvement can have much positive effect on that process – and in the end, I believe that such 
involvement would actually sap the life out of any true art scene. 
 
As I noted above, public performance/gallery space, open to all city residents, strikes me as an 
appropriate government activity (I am skeptical of, but open to, arguments about creating public 
studio space, as well).  Beyond that, it strikes me that the most effective way City Council can 
support the arts is to do what it can to keep Ann Arbor an attractive place to live, for both artists 
and their audiences.  This has to do with things like the tax/fee burden on residents, public safely, 
historic preservation, street and sidewalk repair, park maintenance, natural areas, trees and 
other boring, non-artsy elements of a city’s ambiance. 
 
Measurable things to keep the arts vital, therefore, would include things like sidewalk café 
licenses issued, blocks of old neighborhoods preserved, number of trees planted, miles of bike 
lanes established, tons of waste materials actually sold to recyclers, number of farmers selling 
produce at the farmer’s market, number of artisans selling at the artisan’s market, park mowing 
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frequency, taxes and fees levied per resident, miles of roads repaired, and other civic 
performance measures.   
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Council’s involvement in the arts. 
 
 
Lou Glorie (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
Artistic expression is intrinsic to human nature.  We have looked for ways to express the ineffable 
for millennia.  I believe that art has always been community-based.  That artists have always 
created in the context of their lives, which are necessarily shared with others.  So there is no 
question that art has a public component and a place in public.  When it comes to funding, yes, I 
believe our town can and should use public funds to fund public arts, though I do not think the  
present program--"Percent for Art" is the best way to do so.  The reason being, that it puts arts 
supporters and artists in a compromised position.  We may be forced to promote a city project 
just because we want to see arts funding.  I do not think it is fair to ask artists and supporters of 
the arts to make a choice between their civic conscience and their desire to see arts flourish in 
our community.  (see more below in my response to Question #2)  
  
Also, I believe at this point, it is necessary for our city to support artists in finding affordable 
space for studios close to the downtown.  Five years ago, Vicki Honeyman and I went to the 
mayor with our idea to turn 415 W. Washington into a combination artists' space and 
greenway/sculpture park.  The mayor wasn't too hot on the idea at that time and I'm happy that 
he seems to have come around.  (more on this subject in response to Question #2). 
  
 2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
Since I support public funding for public art, but do not think the percent for art program is the 
best way to do it, I have been thinking about it and asking people what they think.  There are two 
approaches that I support.  One is to simply put money aside in a budget for public art.  This 
would take the onus of supporting capital projects away from arts supporters.  Secondly, I am 
hearing that many people would support a millage.  I don't see why we should not try the millage.  
I believe a convincing case can be made to Ann Arbor citizens and they would prefer to be 
asked.   
  
While on the subject of publicly funded art and the percent for art program, there is another 
aspect about the present program that is troubling to me--the lack of support for local and 
regional artists.  We have some very, very talented artists amongst us.  I think if we are spending 
public money, that money should be used to support our local genius.  Ann Arbor is good 
enough--we do not need to tart ourselves up to attract tourists with a piece of sculpture from a 
trendy international sculptor.  This is Podunk, hickville thinking and I do not support it at all.  I do 
not think art has to justify its existence by claiming it will bring in tourists--this is ridiculous.  I 
welcome tourists and any visitors and newcomers, but do not think we need to deform ourselves 
to attract them.  As I said, there are plenty of qualified artists living in Ann Arbor and this region.  
Let's celebrate them! 
  
415 W. Washington.  Glad there is finally some movement there and have some ideas for how to 
put some teeth into the "non-binding" resolution passed by council in the Spring.  1) make it 
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binding.  2) add a commitment that the city will reserve or dedicate 415 W. Washington as public 
space.  3) form a committee of artists (musicians, actors, painters, sculptors, etc) to start 
discussion how best to run such a center with the least amount of hassle to the resident artists.  I 
think that the proximity of 415 to downtown will help veer Ann Arbor away from a sad future 
where the only art we'll see will be safe/neutered for tourists in a corporatized disneyfied 
downtown.  But 415 won't work if it is micromanaged.  I'm confident that the artists, themselves, 
can figure out what kind of management would work best.  There is one caveat with 415, though.  
We do not presently have a good picture of the changes to the flood zones.  This is an imperative 
before going further on the use of this site.   
  
My approach to government is that a representative is a collaborator with citizens.  The arts 
community in Ann Arbor has plenty of creative juice.  I expect that my ideas will be improved by 
collaboration with my fellow citizens.  These ideas are just a starting point.   
 
 
Carsten Hohnke (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
Ann Arbor should seek to be a leader in promoting community-based arts and culture. 
Arts and cultural offerings not only have a positive, and significant, economic impact on 
our community, but greatly benefit our quality of life, and the diversity of our community. I am fully 
supportive of the Percent for Art Ordinance passed by City Council in late 2007, and voted 
against an attempt to dilute it in late 2009. Additionally, I believe the city should favorably include 
public use, and the positive economic and quality of life impacts of arts and culture, into 
considerations of the disposition of underutilized city-owned property. I co-sponsored a 
successful resolution in February that has begun the process of identifying grant funding for 
establishing a public Arts Center at 415 W. Washington. Thanks to collaboration with the Arts 
Alliance and others, the first grant has been awarded. Finally, I support finding opportunities to 
strengthen our relationship with the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs to bring 
resources to our community—the Arts Alliance’s administration of the Minigrant program is an 
excellent example. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
I’ll work to increase space, programming, maintenance, and measurement. First, Ann Arbor’s 
artists need affordable studio and performance space, ideally located near our city’s cultural 
anchor—our downtown. That’s why I fought for the resolution to renovate our abandoned 
maintenance facility on the edge of downtown for a public Arts Cetner. Second, I’ll continue to 
work on identifying opportunities for public support for arts programming, which is currently not 
provided by the Percent for Art Ordinance. As a community we have to ensure that we have a 
sustainable infrastructure for educating and growing our future artists. Reducing the Percent for 
Art Ordinance would have been a step in the wrong direction. Third, we should take care of the 
great public art we already have in this community. I’ll support the Ann Arbor Public Arts 
Commission in completing its inventory of city-owned art, determining the individual and 
collective condition of these pieces, and increasing the “health” of our community art each year. 
Finally, I’ll support regular measurement of the state and impact of arts and culture in our 
community. We should identify the key indicators that reflect a healthy arts and culture 
community and strive to include them in the overall discussion of the state of our city.  Each of 
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these initiatives is measurable, and each will add significantly to a sustainable arts and cultural 
presence that will support the economic well-being and quality of life in our community. 
Candidates for Ypsilanti City Mayor 
 
Peter J. Murdock (D)  
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
I support public funding for the arts. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
The City of Ypsilanti supports the arts primarily by providing the space for the Riverside Arts 
Center (RAC) through the Downtown Development Authority (DDA). In addition, the City is 
working with the Friends of The Ypsilanti Freight House to rehabilitate and open the Freight 
House, a potential venue for the arts.  The City and the DDA are working with the Visitors and 
Convention Bureau and others in implementing the recommendations of   the Washtenaw County 
Cultural Master Plan. As Mayor and ex-officio member of the DDA, I intend to continue those 
efforts.  
 
 
Paul Schreiber (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
Cities and townships all across the state are grappling with declining tax revenues and budget 
cuts. Ypsilanti is no different.  However, the Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority has 
supported arts at the Riverside Arts Center through a generous property lease. The RAC is a 
non-profit organization that was formed by the YDDA and hosts many plays and art exhibits.  As 
mayor, I have encouraged the partnership between RAC and the YDDA; I hope it continues to 
thrive.  
 
Private funding for the arts is also very important.  As a long-time patron of the University Musical 
Society in Ann Arbor, I know that funding from private institutions is essential for maintaining vital 
cultural programs in Washtenaw County. I encourage corporations and foundations to contribute 
to county-wide arts organizations like UMS. These contributions are the lifeblood for arts in 
Ypsilanti and Washtenaw County. 
 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
When I ran for mayor four years ago, I pledged to create an Ypsilanti 2020 Task Force made up 
of local business, community, and neighborhood leaders charged with developing at least five 
innovative ideas for economic development, government efficiency, regional cooperation, and 
cultural expansion.  After my election as mayor, the Ypsilanti 2020 Task Force was created by 
city council and produced a presentation and final report that included recommendations for the 
future of the arts in Ypsilanti. The arts recommendations included an Ypsilanti Arts and Culture 
Council, involvement with Eastern Michigan University, and a cultural arts inventory. 

http://cityofypsilanti.com/boards/bd_2020_taskforce/index.html
http://cityofypsilanti.com/boards/bd_2020_taskforce/2020_taskforce_final_report
http://cityofypsilanti.com/boards/bd_2020_taskforce/2020_taskforce_report_binder
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As a next step, the 2020 Task Force will be presenting their ideas to the Ypsilanti Downtown 
Development Authority. 
 
If I am re-elected mayor of Ypsilanti and continue as a member of the YDDA, I will encourage the 
YDDA to take up the 2020 Task Force arts initiatives. We must continue the transformation of 
Ypsilanti into a city of education, arts, and entertainment. Ypsilanti is an affordable urban city that 
can serve as a center for artists who can't afford to live and work in Ann Arbor or who want a 
smaller community with a number of energetic community groups. 

 Candidates for Ypsilanti City Council 
 
WARD 1 
 
Tyrone Bridges (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
I believe that public funding for arts and culture is necessary. Children including my own would 
benefit from programs in each community. These programs thoroughly funded by public dollars 
are a great way to invest into the future of some many underserved children throughout the 
county.  
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
If elected, my measurable actions will be publicly endorsing public funding for arts and culture. In 
addition, I will work to encourage other city officials and county administrators to consider the 
importance of their support for public funding for arts and culture. I would reinforce my 
commitment by being available via phone, email, or in person for further discussion or support for 
whatever it takes assure public funding for arts and culture. 
 
 
Juanita Hudson House (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture? 
Arts and Culture are indeed important aspects of any city. Public funding of Arts and Culture 
should be included in the City's conversation as it pertains to budget/funding and development. 
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
When elected my measurable actions would include conversations about need and development 
of Arts and Culture within the city along with, my vote of support as Council Person towards Arts / 
Culture offerings, exhibits etc., and  support for preexisting and development of Culture and Art 
within the City/County. 
 
 
Ricky L. Jefferson (D) 
 
1.   What is your position on public funding for arts and culture?   
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These are tough times and our tax base is declining which makes it difficult to secure public 
services.  The arts and culture environment is essential to the creative growth and educational 
development of our children, the enjoyment and enlightenment of our residents and for the 
attraction of businesses and families searching for a vibrant and healthy society.  Public funding 
is one way for government to candidly convey the first amendment of the United States 
Constitution.    
 
2.   If elected, what measurable actions will you take to ensure that arts and cultural 
offerings survive and thrive in Washtenaw County?  Please be specific. 
I would urge our Federal/State legislators and County commissioners to support legislation that 
would secure public funding for arts and culture.  I would advocate retaining and creating city 
ordinances that improve the survival of arts and culture.    
 
 
WARD 2 
 
Claudia Pettit (D) 
  No response 
 
Daniel Vogt (D) 
  No response 
 
 
WARD 3 
 
Brian Robb (D) 
  No response 
 
Ted Windish (D) 
  No response 
 
 
 
Candidates for Augusta Township Trustee 
 
Susan Burek (D) 
  No response 
 
Kathleen M. Jackson (D) 
  No response 
 
Brian Shelby (R) 
  No response 
 
Judy Thornton(D) 
  No response 
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Candidates for Pittsfield Township Trustee 
 
Andrea Brown-Harrison (D) 
  No response 
 
Andrea Urda-Thompson (D) 
  No response 
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