
 

 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS IN HONOR OF ST. FRANCIS 
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, HONOLULU 

30 September 2012  
4:00 pm 

 
 

THE ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant:     † Blessed be the God of all Creation. 
People:     And blessed be God’s holy Name, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

THE SALUTATION & THE COLLECT FOR ST. FRANCIS 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Let us pray . . . Most high, omnipotent, good Lord: Grant your people grace to 
renounce gladly the vanities of this world: that, following the way of blessed Francis, we 
may for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfect joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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THE READING Sirach 43:1-2, 6-7, 9-12, 27-28 
The pride of the higher realms is the clear vault of the sky, 
 as glorious to behold as the sight of the heavens. 
The sun, when it appears, proclaims as it rises 
 what a marvelous instrument it is, the work of the Most High. 
It is the moon that marks the changing seasons, 
 governing the times, their everlasting sign. 
From the moon comes the sign for festal days, 
 a light that wanes when it completes its course. 
The glory of the stars is the beauty of heaven, 
 a glittering array in the heights of the Lord. 
On the orders of the Holy One they stand in their appointed places; 
 they never relax in their watches. 
Look at the rainbow, and praise him who made it; 
 it is exceedingly beautiful in its brightness. 
It encircles the sky with its glorious arc; 
 the hands of the Most High have stretched it out. 
We could say more but could never say enough; 
 let the final word be: "He is the all." 
Where can we find the strength to praise him? 
 For he is greater than all his works. 

V:     The Word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SONG OF CREATION  All stand. 

      Alternating by half verse with the Celebrant.    
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
   O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
   all winds and fire and heat. 
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Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, * 
  praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
   drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
   O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
   O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
   and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 6: 25-26 
 V:   The Lord be with you.  

R: And also with you. 
V: † The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
R:   Glory to you, Lord Christ.            

Jesus said, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And 
why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  

V: The Gospel of the Lord.  R: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

THE LITANY FOR CREATION         
God the Creator of all: that all your creatures may thank you and serve you, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to grant favorable weather, temperate rain, and fruitful seasons, 
providing food and drink for all your creatures,  
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to open our eyes to the joy and beauty of your creation, and to 
see your presence in all your works, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to look with favor upon all who care for the earth, the water, and 
the air so the riches of your creation may abound for all your creatures, from age to age, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to make us faithful stewards of your creation, caring for the 
earth, air, seas, and all the creatures who live in them, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to make us aware of our responsibility to all your creatures and to 
be faithful in caring for them, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 
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That it may please you to forgive our waste and pollution of your creation and to 
strengthen us to heal its wounds, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to remember all animals in captivity and those who are hunted, 
trapped, deserted, abused, or exploited, so that by our actions they may find safety and 
homes of loving care, 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

That it may please you to remember those animals who have died yet remain special or 
dear to us, that we may rejoice in the new creation of your kingdom. 
We beseech you to hear us, good Lord. 

Let us name with thanksgiving those animals for whom we now care:   Silence. 

Let us name with thanksgiving those animals who have been our companions over the 
years and who have died:   Silence. 

And let us remember in silence the unnamed, unknown animals whose lives have 
benefited our own.    Silence. 

Celebrant . . . Holy God: No sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is 
lost to your remembrance; nothing exists that comes into being without your love.  Give 
us just and compassionate hearts, that we may serve your will for creation, holding the 
vision of your peaceable kingdom in which all shall live with you eternally, through the 
Risen One, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
 

THE CONFESSION All kneel. 
Let us confess our sins against our fellow creatures. Silence may be kept. 
God of compassion, have mercy upon us.  Bring healing to our relationship with all 
your creation.  Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the creatures with 
whom we share your earth: for what we have done to harm them, and for what we 
have not done to help them.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  We ask you 
to fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another and for all your creatures, 
according to your will and in the fullness of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, † forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
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THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
It is the priestly work of all God’s people to give thanks for God’s blessings to us, to ask 
for and lend assistance for all in need, and to stretch our hands to heal and to cherish 
all creatures of God; this is our work of blessing.  Recognizing the blessing that these 
creatures are to us, I invite you to bring forward the animals entrusted to your care, one 
by one, and to join me in the laying on of hands and in prayer. 
 
 

The animals are blessed individually by name by the Celebrant. 
N., fellow creature, friend and companion: 
May Almighty God: † the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless, defend, heal, and keep you safe,  
from this day forth and forevermore.  Amen.  

 
 

After the blessing of the animals 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life: 
Let your blessing be upon these and all animals.  May our relationships with them 
mirror your love, and may our care for them follow the example of your bountiful 
mercy.  Grant these animals health and peace.  Strengthen us to love and care for them 
as we strive, like God’s servant Francis of Assisi, to imitate Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 
Celebrant: Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
All:  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
Women:  Where there is injury, pardon; 
Men:  Where there is doubt, faith; 
Women:  Where there is despair, hope; 
Men:  Where there is darkness, light; 
Women:  Where there is sadness, joy; 
Men:  Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
Women:  To be understood as to understand; 
Men:  To be loved as to love. 
Women:  For it is in giving that we receive; 
Men:  It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
Celebrant: And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   
All:  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves 
you as a mother.  Go in peace to follow the good road, and may the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you always.  Amen. 
 

V.    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
R.    Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Rev’d Father Paul Lillie, Celebrant & Rector 
 

††† 
 

 
The Newcomer Ministry and the Queen Emma Outreach Guild of St. Mark’s invite you to a 

reception in the garden following the service of blessing. 
 

Towels and shoeboxes for local animal shelters may be placed in the box in the back of the church. 
 

Please join us next Sunday, October 7, at 4:00 pm for Choral Evensong and Benediction. 
 
 

 
 

 



8 

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
539 Kapahulu Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

(808) 732-2333 
office@stmarkshonolulu.org 
www.stmarkshonolulu.org 

 

CLERGY & STAFF 
 

The Rev'd Father Paul Lillie, Rector 
 

The Rev'd Daniel Werning 
Organist & Choirmaster 

 
 
 

The Rev’d Canon Darrow Aiona 
The Rev'd Father Gaylord Hitchcock 
The Rev’d Father Daniel Leatherman 

The Rev’d Father Norio Sasaki 
The Rev'd Father Walter Stevens 

Honorary Assisting Clergy

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY 
Morning Prayer, 7:00 am 

Low Mass, 7:30 am 
Godly Play, 9:00 am 

Adult Formation, 9:00 am 
Solemn High Mass, 10:00 am 

Aloha Hour after High Mass 
Evensong, 4:00 pm 

 

MONDAY, TUESDAY & 

THURSDAY 
Evening Prayer & Mass, 5:30 pm 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Evening Prayer, 5:30 pm 

Sung Mass, 6:00 pm 

FRIDAY 
Morning Prayer, 7:40 am 

Mass, 8:00 am 
 

THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
Noonday Prayer, 11:45 am 

Mass, 12:00 noon 
Healing of Thursdays 
Rosary on Saturdays 

 
 

ST. MARK’S WEBSITE 
 

www.stmarkshonolulu.org 
Check out the website regularly for all sorts of information; it is updated weekly. 

 

EVANGEL E-NEWSLETTER 
 

St. Mark’s sends out weekly an email newsletter featuring parish events,  
as well as special interest columns and stories. Signup on the parish website.  

PLANNED GIVING 
 

Have you remembered St. Mark’s in your will? 
Your support will ensure our ministries thrive for future generations. 

 


