
 
June 2013 Events and News 
 
SafteyBeltSafe U.S.A. 
SAFE and GREEN Expands to the South Bay 
 
An innovative, award-winning program to protect kids from riding in unusable 
safety seats while keeping the seats out of the landfills is picking up steam in the 
South Bay. SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. has partnered with South Bay businesses, 
hospitals, and agencies from San Pedro and Redondo Beach to become drop-off 
sites for the seats before TMC Horizon, 
Inc. of Pomona fetches them for disposal. 
TMC is the only L A Co. company that 
pledged to repurpose all parts of these 
items which, otherwise, would overload 
the landfill. 
 
A safety seat should be properly recycled 
for repurposing of the materials, if it is old 
or damaged.  Parents need to know how to check and see if a seat is safe for 
use by a child, or should be recycled.  Quick Steps: 

1. Is it too old? Expiration dates between 6-10 years are stamped into the 
plastic of the seat or can be calculated from the manufacture date on a 
computer-generated label on the shell. 

2. The manufacture date is key to checking for potential recalls; check the list 
at www.carseat.org. If you can’t find your seat by name on the list as on 
recall OR not on recall, you may have the wrong name. Call SBS USA for 
help. 

3. Ensure that the safety seat is not recalled or missing parts by checking the 
full instruction booklet; if it is missing, call the company for it. Incorrect use 
rates are 90% at safety seat checkups. 

4. Know the history of your seat. Do not use a seat that has been in a crash. 
Damage may not be visible; however, the seat may not work if another 
crash occurs. 

 
A dangerous reality is that sub-standard safety seats get continually redistributed 
within communities.  Please don’t dispose of such seats in your trash.  Someone 

http://www.carseat.org/


may pick it up and use it for their child. An unsafe child seat will not provide the 
best protection in a crash.   Proper recycling of safety seats ensures they are not 
used again for children or sent to the landfill. 
 
Recycling safety seats is relatively new in L A County. After picking up 10 or 
more seats in locations within 40 miles of the center, TMC Horizon, Inc. 
dismantles the seat, separating all the materials (plastic, metal, foam, etc.).  The 
materials may be separated even more into specific types of plastic or metal.  
The plastic is then crushed and bundled into large bales and sent to plastic 
reprocessing plants.  The metal is sent to metal processing plants to be 
repurposed or recycled. 
 
Businesses and organizations are welcome to join our efforts to collect unusable 
safety seats from the community or their company personnel, so they are not 
used again.  Help us pursue an alternative end for these unusable seats and give 
a boost to local green efforts.  SBS USA has an easy-to-use form for assessing 
no-longer-new safety seats. 
 
For a complete listing of collection sites, see www.carseat.org. For further 
information on child passenger safety or how you can become involved with the 
SAFE and GREEN project, call (310) 222-6860. 
 


