
Local Critics Speak on Craft 
 
 
[Westport, Conn. March 29, 2012] Susan Granger is an internationally syndicated movie critic 
who is known locally for her syndicated movie review column; Liz Rueven is founder and editor of 
the popular food blog Kosher Like Me; Erica Sanders-Foege is a reviewer for The New York 
Times Book Review; and Laurel Tuohy is a former music critic for The News Times in Danbury.   

On March 26, these four local critics appeared at the Westport Writers Workshop in a panel 
entitled “Be A Critic.”  In a wide-ranging discussion, they shared their insights on a issues such as 
how to break into the business of professional reviewing, honing one’s craft, and what makes a 
good review. 
 
Granger began the talk by citing her passion for her subject matter. “You have to wildly adore 
movies. It’s the most important thing.” She noted that professional reviewing requires not just 
giving your opinion on the movies you are interested in; but that it can be a grueling task to see 
every movie that comes out, even ones you may hate.  

She also mentioned the importance of learning to write in the dark, since small lights annoy 
everyone around you. 
 
The audience listened to her speak about learning the art of moviemaking as well. She suggested 
that aspiring movie critics attend film school, surprisingly. Granger learned the craft by the side of 
her dad, a director and producer - she was a child actress from the age of three.  
 
Granger said she doesn’t review a film based on whether or not she liked it, but rather “whether 
or not it accomplished its mission. 
  
“In a drama the characters must go trough a catharsis.  In a comedy, you must laugh,” she said.  
 
In her blog Kosher Like Me, Liz Rueven writes about eating a vegetarian diet when she visits 
restaurants, because it is hard to control circumstances when she eats away from her kosher 
kitchen.  
 
Rueven, a Westport resident, advised that regular writing and posting are key to keeping a 
readership. She gained her confidence by realizing that if she was interested in her subject, other 
people would be too. Like Granger in the theater, she noted the importance of learning how to 
make nonchalant notes while sitting in a restaurant.  
 
Rueven also offered the tip of saying yes to any writing gig that is offered and keeping an open 
mind. She also mentioned a desire to avoid negative writing. “I’m here to be a resource,” she 
said. 
 
Stories, assignments, blog posts and essays are building blocks,“ chimed in Tuohy. All of those 
pieces that you write, even if no one reads them, make you a better writer. She noted that you 
can’t write that great piece that everyone wants to read without penning all the schlock that 
comes before.  
 
Erica Sanders-Foege, whose book reviews have appeared in the New York Times Book 
Review and People Magazine, among other publications, advised immersing yourself in the world 
you‘d like to write about. For her, that world is books and she reads constantly. “Frankly, I’m a 
better reader than a writer,” she said. 
 
When she had her first piece in The New York Times Book Review, it was 250 words and paid 
$75.  In order to prepare the short piece, she first spent three weeks reading the authors’ 15 



previous books. Though that might sound like a lot of work for very little payoff, she knew that 
having a byline in that publication would open numerous doors and would be worth it.  
 
One thing the critics all seemed to agree on was to be as informed as possible on your topic of 
review. “Everyone has an opinion but not everyone can back it up - that’s what a critic does,” said 
Granger. 
  
 


