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Spotlight: Charlotte DeBell 

 “There are all these fun little 
personal connections” 
between Charlotte and the 
Currier’s patron. One friend, 
Concord Monitor reporter 
Christine Hamm, wrote 
articles about the Currier’s 
McDowell Colony 100

th
 

Celebration exhibit, a copy 
of which was in Fuller’s 
archival material.  
“There’s a connection with 
my son too,” she says. 
Henry Fuller was a 
stockbroker on Wall Street, 
and she found news 
clippings of his time at Legg 
Mason, Inc. “My son did an 
internship with Legg 
Mason.” 
 
Charlotte and Lee, her 

“I would love to meet him,” 
says a wistful Charlotte 
DeBell, a Guild library 
volunteer. Charlotte is 
talking about meeting 
Currier benefactor Henry 
Melville Fuller, who died in 
2001. This desire stems 
from nearly 18 months 
“arranging and 
inventorying” three boxes 
of photographs and 10 
cartons of letters, 
newspaper clippings, 
invitations,  and 
memorabilia left by Fuller, 
who donated $43 million, 
348 paperweights, and  
79 objects, which includes 
57 paintings, to the 
museum. “The experience 
has been fascinating,” she 
says. “I know so much 
about him from what he 
left.” 
 
When Charlotte retired 
after 28 years as a librarian 
at South Londonderry 
Elementary School, she 
wanted to keep her hand in 
library work, so the 
Hopkinton resident 
volunteered to help 
Librarian and Archivist 
Meghan Petersen in the 
Currier Library. She 
currently works part time at 
the Hopkinton Town 
Library. 
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Charlotte DeBell 

husband of 41 years, 
live in Hopkinton and 
have two sons -- Scott is 
married to Wendy, and 
Ben to Jen -- living in 
Pennsylvania with the 
DeBell’s five  

 
 

Unloading a Ship, c. 1850, Fitz Henry Lane, from the 
Henry Melville Fuller Collection 

 

Save the Date 
Tuesday, June 4 

Guild of Volunteers 
Annual Meeting 

and Lunch 
Bedford Village Inn 

Invitations to come 

http://www.bedfordvillageinn.com/
http://www.bedfordvillageinn.com/
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grandchildren. Charlotte 
grew up in Providence, 
R.I., Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 
and Wilmington, Del. She 
went to Juniata College in 
Huntingdon, Penn., and 
Simmons College in 
Boston, where she 
received a master’s in 
Library and Information 
Science. She was 
influenced in library work 
by her mother, a librarian, 
and brother, who was an 
art historian in museum 
archives.  
 
Her father was 
headmaster at New York 
and Delaware  
schools. “I have my 
father’s archives,” says 
Charlotte. “Since 
volunteering under 
Meghan, I feel I have a 
better understanding of 
how to start organizing 
them.” 
 

Fuller kept news articles 
and letters about the 
dedication of the Henry 
Melville Fuller Gallery, 
where the European 
collection is, and the 
opening of the Henry 
Melville Fuller 
Paperweight Collection. 
He kept a list of invited 
people, and invitation 
responses with comments 
and notes of thanks. “He 
had a sister, and the 
pictures of them in their 
youth are striking. He 
looks so sweet in the early 
photographs.” 
 
Charlotte thinks Fuller 
must have been a 
wonderful man from the 
way Currier staff speaks of 
him. “Staff members have 
related to me they would 
rather have Henry come 
into the museum today 
than having the 

inheritance he left to the 
museum.”  
 

 
Swamp Series Paperweight, 
Rick Ayotte, 1990, from The 

Henry Melville Fuller 
Collection 

What Charlotte takes 
away after sorting these 
archives is the legacy our 
descendants inherit. 
“What you leave,” she 
says, “is what your 
descendants down the 
line will know about you.” 
 
- Pauline Bogaert 
 

Spotlight…continued from p. 1 

 

Since the museum's re-
opening in 2008, 
volunteers have been 
entering their hours on a 
computer website. 
Volunteer hour statistics 
have been accessible to 
the membership chair, 
Kim Tyndall, to run 
reports, send out emails, 
and prepare for Guild 
awards. Soon, with an 
expanded program, 
volunteers will be able to 
schedule their own time 
directly on the computer 
calendar, and receive 
automatic email reminders 
of their assignments. This 
will streamline many 
scheduling tasks now 
handled by Jane Seney 

and Christa Zuber.  
 
The new program will be 
operational by June. 
Hopefully, the transition 
will be seamless and easy 
to understand. Stay tuned 
for further updates and 
information. 
 
Please join me in Guild 
good-byes and thanks to 
Ted Parrot, treasurer, and 
Kim Tyndall, membership. 
Both have served 
admirably as chairs, on 
various committees and 
have been invaluable to 
the Guild. The slate of 
new officers will be 
presented at the Annual 
Meeting.  Kim has recently 
resigned, and the 
remainder of her term is 

being filled by her 
assistant, Melanie Larson. 
Thank you, Melanie. 
 
Note the change: the 
Guild’s annual meeting on 
June 4 will be held at the 
Bedford Village Inn rather 
than Manchester Country 
Club. Volunteers who 
have submitted 50 hours 
for the year qualify as 
guests at the luncheon. 
Make sure to keep your 
hours current. 
 
Barbara Shepler,  
Executive Chair 
Currier Guild of 
Volunteers 
494-6015  
Barbara.Shepler@ 
yahoo.com 
 

Executive Chair Report 

Stay Tuned 

mailto:Barbara.Shepler@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara.Shepler@yahoo.com
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On March 6, the Guild 
executive committee 
approved a new 
handbook. Since the Guild 
of Volunteers Handbook 
has not had a major re-
write since 2009, it was 
decided to update it this 
year. I would like to thank 
the executive committee 
for their input on the 
function of the executive 
committee, membership 
requirements, job 

Guild of Volunteers Handbook Revised 

descriptions, additional 
resources, editing and 
proofreading.  

Special thanks go to 
handbook committee 
members Alan Slotkin, 
Victoria Duffy and Carolyn 
Hollman for their ideas, 
enthusiasm, and hours of 
work. Please follow the 
link on the portal page to 
see our new handbook. A 
limited number of printed 

copies will be available at 
the Guild annual meeting. 
 

Dennie Dyer 
Executive Vice Chair 
434-8794 
dennie.dyer@comcast.net 

Museum Docent Report 

Poster Passion Debuts May 24  
 
All in all, this spring has 
been a busy and exciting 
time for museum tours. 
Lethal Beauty began the 
year, followed by Crafting 
Settlement. This month 
begins with Poster Mania! 
Leisure, Romance and 
Adventure in 1890s 
America. The range of art 
presented to our visitors 
has been extraordinarily 
broad. As a result, 
preparation for leading 
tours has been both 
challenging and exciting. 
 
This time of year sees an 
influx of school students 
participating in tours, and 
2013 is no exception. In 
March alone, in addition to 
staffing 24 regular public 
tours, museum docents 
led tours for almost 400 
students from area 
schools, 74 students from 
the Currier Art Center, and 
over 50 persons from 
other area organizations. 
April was even busier with 

over 875 students 
scheduled for tours 
throughout the month. 
This month we’ll see more 
than 1100 students on 
tours. 
 
Beyond the regular public 
tours and scheduled 
school tours in March, 
Carolyn Hollman 
presented a focus tour on 
“The Female Form in 
Sculpture,” Barbara 
Shepler and Fran Hall led 
a family tour on “Think 
Like a Samurai,” and 
Paula Schmida gave a 
new parent gallery talk on 
“Families in Art.” Carolyn 
Hollman also examined 
the topic of “Love in Art” 
for a special-event tour. 
April also saw 
considerable special tour 
activity: Pauline Bogaert 
and Sandy Townsend 
focused on “Still Lifes 
Come Alive,” while 
Roberta Lavey worked to 
engage adults with 

dementia and Alzheimer’s 
and their caregivers 
through a tour called 
“Active Minds.” 
Additionally, Carol Tingleff 
led a family tour on 
“Upcycling,” while Jim 
Townsend guided families 
through  “Art on the 
Fringe.” Finally, near the 
end of last month Nancy 
Zadravec presented “Food 
and Spirits in Art” to new 
parents, and Roberta 
Lavey examined “Conflict 
and Violence, Resolution 
and Reconciliation.”  
 
After the rush of trainings 
and tours, the Guild 
annual meeting in June 
will be a welcome time for 
all the docents to relax 
together. Hope to see you 
all there. 
 
Alan R. Slotkin 
Museum Docent Chair 
244-2805 
aslotkin@tntech.edu 
 

 

Crafting Settlement 

mailto:dennie.dyer@comcast.net
mailto:aslotkin@tntech.edu
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 Currier Staff News 

Steve Konick has been 
hired as the director of 
public relations and 
marketing. He will report 
directly to Susan Strickler 
and will be a member of 
the executive team. 
 
Steve currently lives in 
Keene with his wife, Kate, 
and five-year old 
daughter, Sage, but will 
soon move to the greater 
Manchester area. He 
received a bachelor’s in 
Radio, Television and 
Film; a master’s in 
Journalism; and doctorate 
in Public Communication, 
all from University of 
Maryland, College Park. 
Steve has strong art 
museum experience. He 
worked at the Getty 
Museum in Los Angeles 
from 2002 to 2006 as an 
assistant editor and 
applications analyst 
developing the interactive 
learning project, 
GettyGuide.  He also 
worked as a publicist at 
the National Gallery in 

Washington, where he 
promoted special 
exhibitions among other 
programs.  In 2008, Steve 
and his family moved to 
Keene, where he worked 
as senior communication 
specialist at C & S 
Wholesale Grocers. 
 
Manager of Individual 
Giving and Foundation 
Programs Sara Turner 
has returned from 
maternity leave.  She has 
been out since December 
when her daughter Ruby 
was born. 
 
Lynn Thomson 
Associate Educator for 
Adult and Family 
Audiences  
603-669-6144, ext. 151  
lthomson@currier.org  
 

 

Henry Melville Fuller left 
his papers to the Currier 
upon his death in 2001. As 
a library/archives  
volunteer, I have been 
organizing his archival 
material, which includes 
family photographs, 
scrapbooks, newspaper 
articles, glass paper 
weight catalogues, and 
correspondence.  
 
Also included are news 
articles and letters about 

the dedication of the 
Henry Melville Fuller 
Pavilion, often referred to 
as the European Gallery, 
and the Henry Melville 
Fuller Paperweight 
Collection opening. It has 
been a wonderful 
experience getting to 
know Fuller through the 
papers that he left. 
 
When all the items are 
inventoried, their 
description with a 

biography will be available 
on-line through the Currier 
library catalogue.  
 

Charlotte DeBell 
Library Chair 
746-6077 
charlottedebell@comcast.
net 
 

From the Library Corner 

Fuller Archives Project 
 

Henry Melville Fuller 

 

mailto:lthomson@currier.org
mailto:charlottedebell@comcast.net
mailto:charlottedebell@comcast.net
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Zimmerman House Docent Report 

A Work of Art Inspires Art—and Docents 
 

 

Dining Loggia Arrangement Screen, 2012 
Lithography ink on vintage tracing cloth 
30” x 93.5” (framed) 
Museum Purchase, 2013 
 

Frank Lloyd Wright 
considered the house he 
built for the Zimmermans 
to be one of his best. More 
than 60 years later, it not 
only seems fresh and 
relevant, but it continues 
to inspire. 
 
After a short residency last 
summer, artist Rebecca 
Chamberlain combined 
photos of the house by 
acclaimed Japanese 
photographer Yukio 
Futagawa and the 
Zimmermans with her own 
to produce a series of 
artworks recently exhibited 
at the Dodge Gallery in 
New York. The Currier has 
acquired one of the 
intriguing multi-panel 
paintings for its collection 
(see image below). 

Abigail Anne Newbold 
also visited the 
Zimmerman House while 
creating the installation 

Crafting Settlement. She 
was impressed by the 
holistic nature of Wright’s 
design, noting, “He 
approached every inch in 
relation to every other 
inch.” The result, for both 
Wright and Newbold, is 
meaningful, thought-built 
structure. 
 
As the 2013 tour season 
gets underway, I asked 
Zimmerman House 
docents how the house 
inspires them.  

 
What keeps me coming 
back to the Z-House is its 
tranquility, even when 
filled with visitors. 
- Susan Feltus 
 
I am inspired by the 
consistency and simplicity 
of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
design. Thoughtful, 
creative and calming, it 
inspires a quietness and 
peace that the 
Zimmermans must surely 
have felt as they lived out 
their days in the house. 
- Nancy Stewart 
 
Every time I walk into it or 
on the grounds, I see 
something I’ve missed 
before--you’d think after 

eight years of giving tours, 
you’d have seen it all, but 
no--a new view each time! 
- Pam Parrot 

 
As many times as I have 
guided tours of the Z-
House, I always 
appreciate the harmony 
and serenity of the space-
-inside the house and the 
surrounding landscape--
more with each visit. 
- Julia DiStefano 
 
What inspires me most is 
how Frank Lloyd Wright 
combines efficiency and 
minimalism with warmth 
and coziness. I find this 
perfect integration of what 
are usually incompatible 
concepts an inspiration to 
think outside the box. 
- Angela Hoke 
 
The serene, ageless 
exterior of the Zimmerman 
House has been a 
constant in my life since 
childhood. It inspires 
comfort, memories, and a 
feeling of stability. 
- Pam Harvey 

 
I don’t know the right 
word…the ambiance: the 
quiet, the peace, and the 
serenity of the house. 
- Dennie Dyer 

I love the clean lines. It's 
an inspiration to downsize 
and to avoid clutter.  
- Jan Conover 

 
I am inspired by the 
deeply thought-out, 
cohesive characteristics of 
the Zimmerman House. I 
find solace and grace in 
the Garden Room. I could 
sit there for hours and just 
connect with my inner self. 
- Roger Pascoe 
 
As for me, the rhythmic 
quality of the space never 
fails to comfort and uplift. 
The joy the Zimmermans 
felt in their beloved home 
remains tangible, and I 
feel privileged to share it. 
 
Victoria Duffy 
Zimmerman House 
Docent Chair 
617-965-8999 
victoriaduffydesign@gmail
.com  
 

mailto:victoriaduffydesign@gmail.com
mailto:victoriaduffydesign@gmail.com
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I recently finished a great 
book by Barbara 
Kingsolver called The 
Poisonwood Bible. The 
book follows the 
adventures of an 
American family that 
moves to the Congo in the 
1960s to serve as 
Christian missionaries. 
It’s a fish-out-of-water 
story, but it helped me 
understand a great deal 
about the culture of the 
Congo - and even the role 
that fabrics and textiles 
play in the lives of people 
living there. (Of course as 
I was reading this I was 

The Poisonwood Bible 

Bookshelf 
 connection to the art world    

-  it’s a semi-fictionalized 
look at the lives of the 
artists Diego Rivera and 
Frida Kahlo (one of my all-
time favorites).  I haven’t 
fallen in love with this 
book in the same way yet, 
but it does make these 
artists come alive, which is 
enjoyable. 
 
Jane Seney 
Educator for Tour and 
Docent Programs  
(603) 669-6144 ext 149 
jseney@currier.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

thinking of the coming 
exhibition Africa 
Interweave: Textile 
Diasporas the entire time.) 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed the 
book and got attached to 
the characters that grow 
and develop over the 
course of several decades 
in believable and 
sometimes surprising 
ways. 
 
I enjoyed the book so 
much I picked up another 
book by Kingsolver called 
The Lacuna.  This book 
has an even more explicit 

 

A Conversation with. . . Meghan Petersen  

 

 

Meghan Petersen joined 
the Currier staff in 
February of 2011. (Her 
interview for the job was 
delayed because she 
went into labor the night 
before!) Before coming to 
the Currier, Meghan held 
positions at Historic New 
England, Boston; 
American Institute of 
Physics, College Park, 
Md.; and National Yiddish 
Book Center, Amherst, 
Mass.  
 
She graduated from the 
University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, 
with a degree in English, 
Latin and Spanish 
literatures. She received a 
master’s in Library and 
Information Science with 
emphasis on Archives 
Concentration from 
Simmons Graduate 
School of Library and 
Information Science.  She 
has a Master’s Certificate 

 
 
If I weren’t a librarian I 
would be…? A  junk 

dealer.  I recently learned 
that in my city a second-
hand book seller must 
apply for a junk dealer’s 
license. Maybe I’m 
romanticizing it, but I’d 
love to run a book-
shop/wine bar. Or maybe 
I’d just like to make a 
living of frequenting one. 
I’ve also always loved to 
cook. I’ve watched too 
much Top Chef to want to 
be one, but there must be 
a job in there somewhere.  

in Medieval Latin from the 
University of Toronto.  
 
Meghan enjoys gardening, 
cooking (but not baking), 
visiting museums and 
historic sites, and running. 
She recently took a hiatus 
from horseback riding that 
she has been doing on 
and off for 20 years, but 
hopes to return to it soon.  
 
She is married to Kevin 
Petersen who teaches 
Renaissance literature 
and writing at University of 
Massachusetts, Lowell. 
They have two children, 
Marguerite and Eamon, 
and live in Massachusetts. 
 
My favorite pieces of art 
are…? Illuminated 

manuscripts. Specifically, 
medieval bestiaries which 
relied on animal tropes to 
illustrate instructive moral 
lessons. They are 
gorgeous. 

mailto:jseney@currier.org
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Special Projects and 
Ambassadors members 
have been busy as winter 
is gone and spring begins. 
These volunteers are 
invaluable in their 
commitment to the Currier 
and all the various 
activities for children and 
adults. 
 
February school vacation 
was extremely full with 
more than 2,000 visitors 
enjoying the museum. 
Many volunteers 
participated in activities 
offered to children and 
their parents. Included 

were story readings and 
drawing assistance in the 
galleries. Art supplies 
were supplied.  
 
Art activities for parents 
and children also took 
place in the classrooms. 
Participants 
enthusiastically made 
masks like those seen in 
the Lethal Beauty exhibit. 
Tables were covered with 
orange craft paper 
creating a mood for this 
project. It is unusual to 
use two classrooms for art 
assignments, but it was 
necessary during vacation 

week. The masks created 
were unique. Volunteers 
“floated” in the galleries, 
directing visitors to the 
available happenings. Due 
to the large number of 
visitors, our volunteers 
received an unusual, but 
necessary, appeal from 
the Currier staff to bus 
tables in the café.  
 
We are looking for 
volunteers with computer 
skills in Word and Excel. If 
you are interested, please 
let me know.  
 
Our volunteers are on a 

list to help with the various 
museum requests. If you 
have a small bit of time to 
offer, a field of expertise, 
or want to help in a project 
please consider joining 
our group. It’s a wonderful 
way to spend some quality 
time with other volunteers, 
as well our enthusiastic 
museum visitors. 
 
Marilyn Davison 
Special Projects Chair 
623-0148 
davison1021@aol.com  

 

Special Projects/Ambassadors Report 

Many Volunteers Pitch in During Vacation Week 

A Conversation with…continued from p. 6  

 

 

My least favorite type of 
art is…? I don’t really think 

about it that way. If I don’t 
find something valuable, 
either aesthetically or as an 
intellectual exercise, I don’t 
spend much time with it. I 
wouldn’t say there is 
anything I actively dislike. 
The last museum I visited 
was…?  The Wenham 
Museum. If you haven’t 
been, go. It is a darling little 
museum with a fantastic 
collection of dolls, 
dollhouses and trains.  My 
kids love it and the train 
display peppered with 
super-heroes and swamp 
creatures is a particular 
favorite of mine.  They 
recently had a pop-up book 
exhibition coupled with 
some work by illustrators Ed 
and Rebecca Emberley.  
They do a nice job in a very 
small space.  
The best museum I’ve 
ever visited was…? 
Maybe not a museum 
exactly, although there were 

 
Charlotte DeBell and Meghan 

Petersen in the library  
Photo by Alana Johanson 

 
exhibit cases, so I think it 
counts. Catedral de Santiago 
de Compostela, with its 
extravagance and abundant 
adornment, surprised me in 
the tranquility and serenity it 
exuded inside. Nearby is a 
convent, which is now a 
museum and historic site. Its 
austerity juxtaposed to the 
ornate cathedral intrigued me. 
You see that relationship in 
religious sites of worship and 
living quarters in the states, 

but the scale is so profoundly 
different in Santiago.  
My most memorable 
moment was when…? I met 
my children Marguerite and 
Eamon. Their entrances into 
the world could not have 
been more different, but both 
were thrilling.  
The last book I read 
was…? What kind of 

librarian would I be if I didn’t 
give a book 
recommendation? I’m 
currently enjoying Incognito: 
The Secret Lives of the Brain  
by David Eagleman; and 
Wolf Hall and Bring Up the 
Bodies by Hilary Mantel were 
beautiful and intricate works. 
I couldn’t put them down. 
Kevin Brockmeier’s The Brief 
History of the Dead is an 
engrossing work of 
apocalyptic fiction. Next in 
the pile is Swerve: How the 
World Became Modern by 
Stephen Greenblatt. And of 
course I love to get 
recommendations too. 
 

mailto:davison1021@aol.com
http://www.wenhammuseum.org/
http://www.wenhammuseum.org/
http://www.catedraldesantiago.es/ing/webcatedral.html
http://www.catedraldesantiago.es/ing/webcatedral.html
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The Cape Ann Museum 

Museum Seen 
 

Fitz Henry Lane:  The Western Shore with Norman’s Woe 

For any lover of Hudson 
River School painters, as I 
am, the Cape Ann 
Museum in Gloucester, 
Mass., is not to be 
missed. This small, 
delightful museum houses 
one of the finest 
collections of Fitz Henry 
Lane paintings in the 
world, with 40 paintings, 
drawings, lithographs and 
his only known watercolor. 
 
Lane lived and painted on 
Cape Ann, capturing the 
subtle light of the coastal 
landscape. His style was 
later described as 
Luminism. The Currier’s 
painting, Unloading a 
Ship, is a fine example of 
Lane’s work.   
 
The museum has seven 
galleries that display the 
history and culture of the 
Cape Ann region. In 
addition to paintings by 
Lane, the museum 
includes in its collection 
works by Marsden 
Hartley, Paul Manship, 
John Sloan and others 
plus a variety of 
contemporary artists.  

One gallery I found of 
great interest was that 
housing the Folly Cove 
Designer Collection. This 
collection began with one 
woman, Virginia Lee 
Burton Demetrios, 
teaching other women in 
her neighborhood, most 
with no artistic training, 
how to create linoleum 
block cuts that were then 
printed on fabric. The 
intricate designs are 
remarkable. Success 
soon came with 16 
museum exhibitions and 
designs purchased by 
Lord & Taylor,  F. 
Schumacher, and 
Skinner Silks. After their 
founder and teacher died 
in 1968 the Folly Cove 

Designers ceased 
operations and donated 
many drawings, blocks 
and sample books to the 
museum.  
 
Other galleries display the 
early history of Cape Ann 
starting in the Colonial 
period, including many 
maritime artifacts. A  
special exhibition now on 
view until May 26 is the 
Cape Ann Artisans at 30, 
a retrospective of work by 
70 past and present 
members who are artists 
living and working in the 
Cape Ann region. 
 
The Cape Ann Museum, 
27 Pleasant St. is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Metered parking is 
available in the large 
public lot across from the 
museum. From 
Manchester, it is an easy 
hour and 20 minute drive 
to Gloucester (outside of 
rush hour traffic, of 
course). 
- Judy McKenna 

Folly Cove Designers 

 

Regional 
Museum 

Exhibitions of 
Interest  

Lamont Gallery 
Phillips Exeter 

Academy Exeter, NH  
Luminous Terrain: 

The Art of the White 
Mountains 

through May 4 
 

Museum of Fine Arts 
Samurai! Armor from 
the Ann and Gabriel 

Barbier-Mueller 
Collection 

through August 4 
The Art of the White 

Mountains 
through July 7 

New Britain Museum 
of American Art 

Toulouse-Lautrec & 
His World 

 through May 12 

Wadsworth 
Atheneum 

Hartford, Ct 
Burst of Light: 

Caravaggio and His 
Legacy 

through June 16 

 

http://www.capeannmuseum.org/
http://www.capeannmuseum.org/
http://www.capeannmuseum.org/
http://www.exeter.edu/arts/9140.aspx
http://www.mfa.org/
http://www.nbmaa.org/
http://www.nbmaa.org/
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/
http://www.wadsworthatheneum.org/
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Posters, in the form of 
signs, began as ads to 
catch the attention of 
passers-by.  Products for 
sale, political ads, and 
events were the focus. 
 
In the 1800s, they 
proliferated due to color 
printing and cheap mass 
production. Poster art was 
the focus of a major Paris 
exhibit in 1884. 
 
It became an art when 
noted artists began 
designing the wall pieces, 
a fast way to earn money.                                      
 

French artists put the art in 
posters, namely Henri de 

Toulouse-Lautrec and 
Jules Chéret. The latter 
is considered the 
“father" of posters. He 
is thought to have 
conveyed sex to sell 
products by showing 
shapely women. 
 
Le Chat Noir by 
Théophile-Alexandre 
Steinlen is still sold on 
Paris boulevards. It 
was an ad for a 
nightclub by the same 
name. Poster artists 
became so popular, 
they were asked by 
stage stars to 
personally depict them 
for a coming play.  
 

Arty Facts 

Moulin Rouge - La Goulue 

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, 1891 

Le Chat Noir 

Théophile-Alexandre Steinlen, 1896 

 
 
 
 

After 13 years as a 

museum docent, Nancy 

Colageo is moving to 

London, England, in mid-

June for a two-year stay.  

Nancy and her husband 

are excited about this 

transfer and are looking 

forward to “this new 

chapter in our lives.” 

While Nancy is happy, 

she will miss the 

“fabulous friends” she has 

made at the Currier. 

Goodbye, and good luck, 

Nancy. 

On a sad note, two 

people involved with the 

Currier recently passed 

away: Denise M. 

Johnson, Dec. 6, 2012, 

and May Blum Sidore 

Gruber, March 4.  

Denise was a former 

museum docent and 

volunteer, and resident of 

Milford. She was born in 

England in 1918, and had 

various professional 

careers during her 

Passages 

 lifetime. She moved to 

Chapel Hill, N.C., in 2000. 

She remembered the 

Currier in her estate plans.  

Yellow Journal State 1  
by Frank Stella 

 

May, who died two days 

before her 101st birthday, 

was married to Saul 

Sidore. The couple 

founded Pandora 

Industries, a sweater and 

sportswear company.  The 

Sidores had five children. 

May took control of the 

business when her husband 

died, in an era when few 

women controlled large 

businesses. May gained two 

daughters when she married 

Sam Gruber in 1967. The 

couple had a keen interest in 

art and acquired a large 

collection.   

Upon her death, the Currier 

amassed 12 artworks from 

the Gruber collection; among 

them are Cous-cous by Joan 

Mitchell, Landscape by Hans 

Hoffman, Yellow Journal 

State 1 by Frank Stella, and 

A Head of a Man Looking Up 

by Giambattista Tiepolo. She 

also started a fund to support 

art conservation, the only 

Currier endowment for that 

purpose.  

 

 

 

 

In celebration of the 
Zimmerman House 
reopening: check out 
our iPhone cases, 
Coonley dipping dishes, 
and Taliesin West ties.  
 

 
 
Sandra Chandonnet 
Museum Shop Chair 
232-4684 
Chandonnet42@msn. 
com  

Museum Shop 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_de_Toulouse-Lautrec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_de_Toulouse-Lautrec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Ch%C3%A9ret
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9ophile_Steinlen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9ophile_Steinlen
mailto:Chandonnet42@msn.com
mailto:Chandonnet42@msn.com
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Guild of Volunteers 
2012 – 2013 

Executive Committee 
 

Executive Chair: 

Barbara Shepler 
Executive Vice Chair: 

Dennie Dyer 
Treasurer: 

Ted Parrot 
Secretary: 

Richard Russell 
 

Committee Chairs 
Guild Communications: 

Judy McKenna & 
Peeps Bogaert 

Guild Meetings and 
Programs: 

Nancy Johnson 
Guild Membership: 

Melanie Larson 
Museum Docents: 

Alan Slotkin 
Zimmerman House 

Docents: 

Victoria Duffy 
Museum Shop: 

Sandra Chandonnet 
Special 

Projects/Ambassadors: 
Marilyn Davison 

Library: 

Charlotte DeBell 
 

The Currier Guild of 
Volunteers newsletter 

is published 5 times a year. 
Editors: Judy McKenna, 

Peeps Bogaert; Design & 
Production: Nancy 

McGaan, Victoria Duffy; 
Staff Advisor: Karen 

Graham. Special thanks to 
Alan Slotkin, Nancy 
McGaan and Alana 

Johanson for the photos in 
this issue. 

 

 
Crafting Settlement  

Walk-through with Artist 

Abigail Anne Newbold 


